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d Religion has. never “entered: oe a unifying ee among the 
Arabs. „The nations i in.the Middle East have. always felt themselvēs 


coherence- -on rácial. or religious basis has. been accidental. Here 
and. there. there have been attempts to implant such a unity but the 
n. "Of: *Arab. unification as in the case of Europe has been. a 

"e matter. ot «Political, expediency, and Strategy... The religious unity 
Stablished'i in the wake of Orthodox ‚Caliphate ended first with the. 
Ph urder of. Caliph. *Uthmàn. and later with the assassination of caliph | 

*AII. The. ascendancy, of the. Umayyads .was,more of political than 
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Once the civil strife which had absorbed his energies was 
subdued, Al-Hajjaj turned his operations on the one hand to the 
cultivation of arts and literature at home and the expansion of 
frontiers abroad. Poets and orators found favour at his court and 
thronged for political gains. Al-Hajjaj introduced many reforms. 
Some were political in character, while others had a direct bearing 
on the development of Arabic language and literature. Al-Hajjaj 
who began life as a School teacher introduced the use of diacritical 
marks placed above or below the consonants and as master of terse 
speech and eloquence, he assisted in the development of an elegant 
but forceful Arabic style. The peace and prosperity which now 
prevailed within the Empire, enabled Al-Hajjaj to assist in the work 
of expansion and conquest. In the East the armies invaded Tran- 
soxiana, captured Bokhara and Samarkand, pushed towards the 
frontiers of India and penetrated as far as Multan. 


With the death of Al-Hajjaj in 95 A.H., the Umayyads lost 
one of their undaunted and faithful defenders who had invested them 
with political power and sovereignty but made no conciliation with 
theocracy. Evidently the time was once again ripe for theological 
speculation and influence after his death. 


AL-HANAFS PARENTAGE AND EARLY YOUTH 


Al-Hajjaj was born at At-Tā'if in 41 A.H. He belonged to 
the family of Thagīf. His father Ytsuf ibn al-Hakam was a teacher 
at At-Tā'if and his mother Al-Fari‘a was formerly married to 
Al-Mughīrah ibn Shu'ba. Al-Hajjāj was a very weak child at birth, 
He became a teacher like his father at At-Tā'if. But he did not 
pursue this role for long. 


His Birth and Youth 


Abū Muhammed Al-Hajjāj ibn Yūsuf ath Thagafī was born 
at At-Tà'if, in the year of 41 A.H. (661 A.D. D.), during the reign of 
the first Umayyad Caliph Mu‘ awiyah. ‘Arab historians assign 
different dates to the birth of Al-Hajjaj. Tabari writes', ‘It is 
said that AI-Hajjaj was born in this year-42". while ibn 'Asākir* 
thinks that he was born in 39, 40 or 41 A.H. On the other hand, 
Adh Dhahabi? believes that he was born in the year 40 or 41 A.H. 
The other historians prefer to remain silent on his birth. They 
do not again concur on his age which according to their statements 
varjes from 52 to 55 years. "The most reliable sources like Tabarī 
and Mas'üdi* state that Al-Hajjaj lived for 54 years. We can thus 
place the birth of Al-Hajjāj in 41 A.H. keeping in view the opinion 
of the historians who place his death in the second half of 95 A.H. 

The genealogy of Al-Hajjàj is as follows :— 

Al-Hajjāj son of Yūsuf, son of Al-Hakam, son of Abū, 'Agīl, 
son of Al-Mas* üdi, son of ‘Amir, son of Mu'attib, son of Mālik, 
son of Ka‘b, son of ‘Amr, son of Sa‘d, son of ‘Auf, son of Qasi 
also called Ihagīf. This accounts for the fact why Al-Hajjāj is 
often called, *Ath-Thagafi”, (The Thagīfite). 


I. *Tārīkh-i-Tabarī', Vol TI, Pp. 16. 

2. *'Tarikh al-Kabir', Vol. IV, Pp. 169. 
3. ‘Tartkh al Islam', Vol. 1, Pp 652. 
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Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol, II, Pp. 1268. 
Mastūdī, *Murüj adh Dhahab’, Vol. T1], Pp, 175. 
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2 Al-Hajjāj Ibn Yüsuf 


Al-Hajjaj belonged to the tribe of Thagīf. This powerful 
tribe was settled in the greater part of At-Tā'if in Hijaz long before 
the birth of the Prophet. The prosperity of At-Ta’if and, therefore, 
of the tribe depended on the rich orchards and the fertile valley 
around, which offered good agricultural prospects to the inhabitants. 
In the course of time At-Ta'if also rose to be a commercial centre 
of trade and a caravan route. The tribe of Thaqif reputed to be 
very clever and strong embraced Islam after the battle of Hunain 
in the year 8 A.H. It supplied a galaxy of talented men to Islám 
in its political consolidation. Mughirah ibn Shu‘ba the clever 
politician, Ziyàd ibn Abihi the able and astute governor of Caliph 
Mu‘awiyah, Hajjaj ibn Yüsuf and Muhammed ibn A! Qasim all 
belonged to this tribe. 

The tribe of Thaqif had two branches: The Ablaf and the 
Banfi Malik. Al-Hajjaj’s family ties were with the former, who 
were the descendants of ‘Auf against their cousins Banü Malik?. 

Al-Hajjāj's father Yūsuf ibn Al-Hakam was a teacher at 
At-Tā'if. His mother Al-Fari‘a was the daughter of Humām ibn 
‘Urwah ibn Mas'üd. She too belonged to the tribe of Thagil*. 
Yusuf was her second husband. Al-Fari‘a was formerly married 
to Al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘ba, who divorced her on a very flimsy 
pretext. The story goes that one morning when he entered her 
room at dawn, he found her brushing her teeth. Thereupon, he 
divorced her. On her asking whether he doubted her fidelity, he 
offered the excuse that since he had found her with the brush in her 
mouth so early in the morning, she had either advanced the time of 
her breakfast and was, therefore, a glutton or that she was equally 
dirty, for she had slept with particles of food in her mouth and had 
evidently gone to bed without cleaning her teeth. The simple wife 
explained that it was nothing of the sort. She was only taking out the 
pieces of brush that had stuck in her teeth. As this reason was not 
sufficient to satisfy him she burst out saying, *By God we were 
1. IbnKhallikàn, "Wafayát al A*yàn', o I, Pp. 173. 

Ibn Qutaiba, ‘Kitab al Ma‘ arif’, Pp. 1 
Al-Mubarrad, ‘Al-Kamil’, Pp. 266. 


Ibn Khallikān, (Vol. I, Pp. 173) says that Qast descended from Munabbih, 
son of Bakr, son of Hawüzin. 


2. ‘Aghani’, Vol. IV, Pp As 
Ibn Qutaiba, Maini’, 
Ibn al-Athir, *Usud ai- Ch “Vol. Il, Pp. 37. 


3. *Aghant, Vol. VI, Pp. 
ībn Abd Rabbihi, £ rad Vol. III, Pp. 6 
Ibn Khallikān, "Wafayāt", Vol. I, Pp. 173 


arriage. with Yusuf that AL Hajjaj n "was born. Jon Abd ` 
-Mas'üdis "and. ibn Khallikān' give. Al- Harith ibn Kaldah 
naine’ ake the. first husband of . AL-Fāri* a, ` Bot Harith, who- 
Famous physicians: died dung d the reign. of Caliph *Umar, 
«MS states that 
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ibn al-Athir, unb. Vol. ss 
Mubarrad, "Kam. Pp 291. 





4 AI-Hajjáj Tbn Yüsuf g 
milk"), Mas‘idi tells us that the parents who were worried, followed 
the prescriptions of the physician. This treatment produced the 
desired effect but left in the child, says the chronicle, an irresistible: 
desire to shed human blood?. Such stories are hardly believable 
today. M 

Al-Hajjāj was not born a healthy child. He came into the 
world a puny weakling. ugly of features and infirm in body and 
according to Mastūdi? ‘closed in the hinderpart’. The parents 
were obliged to use surgical instruments to cure him of this natal 
defect. "The nickname of *Kulaib", by which Al-Hajjàj was usually 
known may be ascribed to this physical deformity from which he 
suffered at birth. Later on in life many poets satirised him with 
the littleness associated with this word (Kulaib). 


As Teacher at At-Tai’f 


Al-Hajjaj like his father became a teacher at At-Ta'if in his 
early youth». The teachers at the time taught the children in 
mosques. They were provided with food by the parents of the 
children. There was no cash payment for the teachers and many 
of them preferred to offer honorary services to the schools (Maktab) 
where they worked. There were teachers like ‘Abdullih ibn Harith 
Qais ibn Sa‘d and ‘Alqama ibn Abi ‘Alqama who taught Arabic 
language, grammar and prosody. There were among the teachers 
persons who* related traditions, wrote and read the holy Qur’an 
and called the Muslims to prayer E 8, Al-Hajjāj taught 


the children how to recite and copy the holy Qur‘fin’. 

Al-Hajjāj had an clder brother Muhammed who was also a 
teacher. In the course of time Muhammed rose to enjoy the 
confidence of the Umayyads like Hajjaj and ‘became the Governor 
of Yemen, Mubarrad? writes - >| but ibn Qutaiba®, ibn ‘Abd 


Mas'üdi, *Murüj adh Dhabab', Vol. IIT, Pp. 132. ~- i 
Mas*ūdi, Murūj adh Dhahab', Ibid. f 

Mastūdī, "Murūj adh Dhahab’, Ibid. , 

Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp, 290, i 

«Ma'ārif", Pp. 271. ` 

* *Jad', Vol. IHI, Pp. 6. we read that Kulaib was his name. ACE 
Mubarrad, Ibid. j A 

Ibn Qutaiba, *Ma*&rif', Pp. 238-239, 
Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Ibid. 
Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp. 290. 

Ton Qutaiba, ‘Ma‘arif’, Pp. 238, $ 
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Rabbihi' and ibn Khallikān* write ` sÍ . The resemblance of 


these two words and the absence of diacritical marks on them account, 
perhaps, for this confusion. We prefer the latter version according 
to which Al-Hajjàj and his father Yüsuf were teachers and it seems 
to be correct. The younger sister of Al-Hajjaj was called Zainab. 
She was renowned for her beauty which has been mentioned by 
many poets. But the latter never forgot to recall to Al-Hajjāj 
when at the height of his glory, the modest beginnings of his youth. 
One of them, Mālik ibn ar-Raib Al-Māzinī pursued by him. recited 
in his flight: 


sbunial isle 415} - Meche bel wus 
VU LEUPTUSVELS - eos 
Lëltz. Anlage let? 


*"What fruits in your opinion will the efforts of Al-Hajjàj bear 

after we have passed Hafir Ziyad? ? 

Without Banū Marwān (‘Abdul-Malik and his brothers) the son of 

Yiisuf would be still one of the slaves of Tyadt. 

As at the period when a slave acknowledging his baseness, he 

frequented morning and evening the children of the villages”. 
According to Mubarrad® another poet said at the time when 

Al-Hajjaj was at the height of his fortune : 


Sw dots - Cede ed Cet 
wé Aa "kd ae ae . > 3 
V titel - Up dts a) es 
“Has Kulaib forgotten the time of his lowliness when he taught the 
Sürat of Kauthar? ? 
Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘ "Iad' Vol. III, Pp. 6. 


Ibn Khallikān, *Wafayāt a] A*yan', Vol, I, Pp. 173, 
Hafir Ziyad, a place ata distance of five days walk from Basra (Yāaūt 
‘Mu‘jam’, Vol. I, Pp. 297), TA 
4, According to a tradition Iyādythc ancestor of Banū Iyād was the brot 
of Thaqif (Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp, 266). f mo 
5. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Ibid, ‘ 
Ibn Qutaiba, *Ma'àrit', Pp, 238, f 
Ybn'Abd Rabbihi, **Iqd', Vol, III, Pp. 7. ` 
:6. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp. 290, 


7. Xt is the name of a river in Paradise and the title of Süral CVIII is the 
holy Qur'an. 
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A loaf of bread which was offered to him (as a preseni by his pupils) 
appeared as small as the whirl of a spindle and another as big 
as the moon in its full glare"!, 

Mubatrad further quotes a poet of At-Ta’if who while reciting his 
verses before the inhabitants of ‘Iraq said : 


Bipolpoits Epo . 


*Kulaib is powerful in your country ; he was ina humble state in 
our midst”'?, 

Al-Hajjaj did not for long exercise the duties of a teacher, 
which was at the time a vocation more specially reserved for the 
freed slaves called (3 | 40 Who were mostly Christians and Jews’. 
The free Arabs were soldiers by profession and so like other Arabs. 
Yüsuf and Al-Hajjāj soon took up the sword in defence of the 
Umayyads. The son, it appears, was a hard task master and not 
very popular with his students whom he often taught more with 
his whip than by word. Nevertheless, the experience that Al-Hajjaj 
acquired during this period helped him in the course of the new 
career that he adopted. 


1. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp, 290. e 
1bn Qutaiba, ‘Ma‘arif’, Pp. 239, 


2. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp, 291. 
Ibn Qutaiba, ‘Ma‘arif’, Pp. 238-239 
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AL-HANAIJ AS SOLDIER 


In this chapter we will study the career of Al-Hajjaj as a 
soldier against the historical background of the political instability 
of the Islamic State. Al-Hajjaj offered his services to the 
Umayyads and fought for them at the battles of Al-Harrah in 
63 A.H. and Ar-Rabadhah in 65 A,H. He was entrusted with the 
administration of Tabala in Tihàma but he left it very soon. He 
then proceeded to Damascus and joined the ‘Shurta’ of Rauh ibn 
Zinba‘, the Vizier of Caliph ‘Abdul Malik. 


Al Hajjàj takes up the Sword in Defence of Umayyads 


The murder of Caliph ‘Uthman in 35 A.H. (656 A.D.) disrupt- 
ed the pohtical stability of Islàm established by the orthodox 
Caliphate The accession of Caliph ‘Ali was disputed by Mu‘dwiyah 
son of Abii Sufyin, Governor of Syria, on the one hand, and 
Talha and Zubair two prominent members of the Quraish and 
‘A'isha the wife of the Prophet, on the other. Talha and Zubair 
were killed in the Battle of the Camel in 36 A.H. (656 A.D.) and 
*A'isha was detained and sent back to Medina with every mark of 
respect, Caliph ‘Ali proceeded to meet his rebels at the battle of 
Siffin in 36-37 A.H. (656-657 A.D.). Here the subsequent reference 
to arbitration and its repudiation by some of Caliph ‘Ali’s followers 
gave rise to the dissident group of Khārijites. The clever ruse of 
‘Amr ibn Al-‘As further strengthened Mu‘awiyah’s position. 

The assassination of Caliph ‘Ali in 40 A.H. (661 A.D.) and 
the abdication by his eldest son Caliph Hasan, develoved the 
Caliphate on Mu‘iwiyah for life. Prince Hasan retired to Medina 
and Mu‘awiyah became the Caliph in 41 A.H. (661 A.D.). 

The accession of -the Umayyads to power involved a number 
of controversial issues, the solution of which was subsequently found 
in the sword. Caliph Mu‘awiyah broke his covenant with Prince 
Hasan and nominated his son Yazid as his successor to the throne 
in 41 A.H. He succeeded in securing the oath of loyalty to his 
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son Yazid from the people of Medina and Mecca. There were 
four prominent persons among the Muslims; Prince Husain son 
of Caliph ‘Ali, ‘Abdullah son of Caliph ‘Umar, ‘Abdur Rahman 
son of Caliph Abi Bakr and ‘Abdullah son of Zubair (who himself 
had an eye to the Caliphate) who refused to take the oath on any 
condition. 

Caliph Mu‘awiyah died in 60 A.H. (680 A.D.) and on his 
death Yazid ascended the throne. according to his father’s testament. 
The accession of Yazid ended the established practice of choosing 
the Caliph and replaced it by the principle of hereditary monarchy. 
The temporal and spiritual headship of Islam depended henceforth 
on the nomination of a successor by the sovereign. 

The battle of Karbala quietened the claims of the Prophet’s 
family to the pontifical headship of Islam. The Martyrdom of 
Prince Husain and his family caused a wave of horror throughout 
Islam and gave birth to a movement which afterwards ousted the 
Umayyads from power. Thus the field was left to be contested by 
a number of parties and their supporters. 

The main parties that divided Muslims at the time were the 
following :— 


]. The Orthodox party, the principal party whose centre 
of operation was Damascus in Syria supported the rise 
of the Umayyads to power. 

2. The Medinites and the supporters of ‘A’isha, wife of the 
Prophet sided ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair, who considered the 
Umayyads as usurpers and opposed them tooth and nail. 

3, The Shi‘ites or the legitimists, supporters of the House 
of Caliph ‘Ali and his family. 

4. The Khārijites or the Republicans who wanted the 
Caliphate to pass on to the most deserving candidate. 
They went to the extent of claiming the right to depose 
the Caliph, if he failed to carry out his duties satisfactorily. 


These parties had their original dispute turned solely on the 
question of Caliphate. “It is against this historical] background that 
we will study Al-Hajjaj. 

In view of the opportunity offered by the rise of the Umayyads 
to power and the close affiliations of the tribe of Thagif with 
the ruling house, Al-Hajjaj and his father Yusuf thought it 


Al-Hajjaj as Soldier 9 


opportune to join their camp. They, therefore, relinquished their 
humble duties as teachers at At-Ta’if and offered their services 
to Yazid I, who finding it difficult to maintain his position accepted 
assistance from all quarters. In Medina the feeling against Yazīd 1 
after the death of Prince Husain was intense. The Medinites 
abandoned their loyalty to him and drove away his Governor from 
the city. On hearing this, Yazid sent a huge Syrian army of 
10,000 strong under the command of Muslim ibn ‘Uqbah. Al-Hajjaj 
and his father joined this army as soldiers and fought in the battle 
of Al-Harrah in 63 A.H. against the Medinites. 


Al-Hajjaj at the Battle of Hai ali 


AlHajjàj, ıt is reported, took to flight, leaving behind his 
father Yisufto face the danger. Later Al-Hajjaj regretted this 
act of cowardice and said : 


E EE 
Daļa ls 


“Yes. I took to flight, on the day of Al-Harrah, but later, 1 made 
good my fault by renewing the attack. 
For a Shaikh takes to flight only once". 

The Syrians who were victorious in the battle of Al-Harrah, 
next marched on to Mecca, under the command of Husain ibn 
Numair, who had succeeded, as general, Muslim ibn ‘Uqbah. The 
Syrian forces surrounded the holy city and badly damaged the 
super-structures of the Ka'ba. But in the meantime news came that 
Yazid [was dead. The Syrians raised the siege and returned to 
Damascus. Mecca and the Ka‘ba were saved from complete ruin. 

Immediately on the death of Yazid I, (64 A.H.) the Medinites 
acknowledged ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair as the Caliph of Hijaz. Born 
at’ Medina twenty months after the Hijra (he was the first child 
born to the family of a Muhājir) *Abdullāh was presented by his 
mother Asma’ to the Prophet, who took him on his knees and 
gave him the name of ‘Abdullah ‘Servant of God’. The family of 
this child had blood relations with the Prophet.  Safiyah, the 
maternal grandmother of ‘Abdullih was the aunt of the Prophet. 
Asmi? was the daughter-of Caliph Abti Bakr and sister of ‘A'isha. 


1. ‘Aghani’, Vol, XVI, Pp. 42. 
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by ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair and in the general rout that followed 
the defeat, Al-Hajjāj and his father took to flight, mounted on the 
same camel. Yūsuf who was the standard-bearer abandoned his 
flag to the enemy. A poet remarked: 


lls lest Io oe gh Shuey es 
LS bee a Ley iac ol 


““A rapid and fortunate race saved Yūsuf, the Thagifite, after he 
had Jet his flag fall. If they (pursuing horses), had caught him, 
ihey would have ended his days; but against every false step there 
is a safeguard", 

‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair took revenge on the Syrians at 
Ar-Rabadhah. Itis most likely that if Ibn az-Zubaw with all the 
_power that he possessed then in the Muslim world had consented to 
make common cause with the Khārijites under Nāfi' ibn al-Azraq?, 
he would have supplanted the Caliph of Damascus. But, he allowed 
the chance to be lost and never followed up his victory. 

The early beginnings of Al-Hajjaj in the service of Umayyads, 
as seen, were hardly significant. This insignificance cannot, 
however, be accounted to the fact that he did not possess military 
prowess or strength. On the other hand, we believe that Al-Hajjaj 
Jooked about for an opportunity for the realization of his ambitious 
projects. And he had not met with such a chance so far. 


Al-Hajjàj at Tabüla, Damascus and Palestine 


According to Ibn Qutaiba?, Al-Hajjáj was given the charge of 
the administration of the town of Tabāla in Tihāma, while his 
father eventually got a place of reliance in the Government of 
‘Abdul Malik. But Al-Hajjāj, ambitious as he was, did not consider 
the post egual to his merit. He, therefore, left Tabāla to its 


1, Tabarī, Vol. 1, Pp. 578 
Ibn Qutaiba, ‘Ma‘arif’, Pp. 175, 
à Ibn al-Athir, ‘Kamil’, Vol. IV, Pp. 157. 


2. Nāfitibnal-Azrag believed that all followers other than the Kharijites 
` Were infidels and doomed to death with their wives and children. He became 
ns a of the famous sect of Azragites, Balādhurī, Futūh al Buldan', 
p. 55-56. 
Ibn *Abd Rabbihi, * ‘Iqd’, Vol. 1, Pp. 261. 
3, Ibn Qutaiba, ‘Ma‘arif’, Pp. 173, 
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„orders. ‘Abdul Malik. therefore, became apprehensive of the 
consequences of this expedition against Mus‘ab. He bespoke of 
his fears of such a disorderly campaign to his vizier Rauh ibn 
Zinbā', who was also his chief adviser. Rauh recommended 
Al-Hajjāj to his master. "If the Prince of Believers”, said Rauh, 
"wished to give the command of the troops to a man called 
Al-Hajjaj, who constituted a part of his ‘Shurta’, this man would 
know well how to control them and make them march when the 
Prince of Believers marched, and to encamp when he encamped”. 
“Well”, said the Caliph, “I give him the command of the army". 
Al-Hajjaj was entrusted with the task of re-establishing dis- 
cipline in the army. He immediately set to work, and wherever 
he found the soldiers hesifant, he burnt their tents and put them 
on the march. To their surprise. the troops of Rauh ibn Zinba‘ 
had the Amir in their midst one day. when they were taking their 
meals, while the rest of the army was on the move. *What is it 
that has prevented you to march with the Prince of the Believers” ? 
asked Al-Hajjaj of them. “Stop”, they shouted at him. “O son 
of Lakhna (filthy woman) come and eat with us"?! AI-Hajjàj 
immediately ordered the soldiers to be beaten with whips and the 
tents of Rauh ibn Zinba‘ were set ablaze. Nothing could prevent 
him from doing his duty. Not even the obligations of the man 
who had introduced him to the Caliph. 
The vizier bursting into fury at the audacity of Al-Hajjaj 
reported to the Caliph, “O Prince of the Believers, this Al-Hajjaj, 
who was in my ‘Shurta’ has beaten my servants and burnt my 
tents”. “Let him be brought before me”, shouted the Caliph.’ 
When Al-Hajjāj appeared before ‘Abdul Malik, the latter said in 
anger, “Who asked you to do what you have done”? ‘‘Thyself”, 
replied Al-Hajjāj. firm in voice. “My hand is thy hand, and my 
whip thy own™. Continuing he suggested, “And what prevents 
the Prince of the Believers from offering Rauh ibn Zinba‘ two 
tents instead of one, two servants for one; rather than obstruct 
me from discharging my duty, which he has entrusted to me’? 
The Prince of the Believers was convinced of the firmness of purpose . 
1. Ibn Khallikan, ‘Wafayat al Atyan’, Vol. I, Pp, 173-174. 
Yon ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘ ‘Iqd’, Vol, III, Pp. 6-7. 

2. "Wafayaátal A'yàn', Vol. I, Pp. 173-174. 
Tbn ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘ ‘Iqd’, Vol. Hi, Pp. 6-7. 

3. Ibn Khallikan, ‘Wafayat al Atyan’, Vol. I, Pp. 173-174. 
Ton ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘ *Iqd’, Ibid. 
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of his servant; he, therefore, retained him in his service and com- 
` pensated the vizier, “It was the first proof”, adds Ibn Khallikān 
“of the general’s military talent”?. In the presence of -such a firm 
resolution, the soldiers were obliged to march and halt at the 
orders of the Caliph. ‘Abdul Malik now assured of the discipline 


in 


his army advanced to meet Mus‘ab ibn az-Zubair in the valley of 


the Tigris and the Euphrates. 


Before the army came in sight of the enemy, ‘Abdul Malik 


appointed Al-Hajjaj as commander of the rear guard of his forces. 
Muhammed ibn Marwan, the brother of the Caliph was at the 
vanguard, ‘Abdullah ibn’ Yazid ibn Mu‘awiyah was in charge of 
the right wing and his brother Khalid ibn Yazid commanded the 
left wing?. , Ma'südt?? says that Al-Hajjaj was in the vanguard. But 
he contradicts his own statement by saying a little Jater that 
_ Al-Hajjaj was in the rear guard. Ibn Qutaibat, Tabari> and 
Baladhuri®, on the other hand, state that the vanguard was com- 
manded by Muhammed ibn Marwān. This shows that whereas 
Mas'üdi is confused, it is certain that Al-Hajjāj was commander 
of the rear forces. He directed the military operations in the rear- 
guard of the army. In addition to this duty he prevented indiscip- 
line and desertion. This manoeuvre of Al-Hajjaj and the success 
with which he maintained discipline in the forces of ‘Abdul Malik 
account fo1 the subsequent victory of the Caliph over Mus‘ab 
ibn az-Zubair. 


The forces of ‘Abdul Malik and Mus‘ab met in the plain of 


Maskin, on the border of Dujail, near the convent of the Catholics’. 
` The bloody battle raged savagely, until at the decisive moment, 
Mus‘ab deserted by his army, found himself fighting a heroic battle 
with a handful of seven men. The forces of. Al-Küfa had betrayed 
him as they had abandoned Caliph ‘Ali, Al-Husain and Al-Mukhtar 
in earlier battles. The forces of ‘Abdul Malik, on the other hand, 
were kept united by Al-Hajjaj who did not allow the deserters to 
escape or permit his soldiers to become slack in their operations 


“Wafayat al Atyan’, Ibid, 
Tabari, Vol. II, Pp. 804. 
"Murüj', Vol. III, Pp. 112-113. 
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"Tártkh-i Tabari’, Ibid, 
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‘against the enemy. Mus‘ab refused the offer of safety given by 
‘Abdul Malik and fell fighting with his young son “Īsā. He died ` 
on the 13th of Jumada 72 A.H. (13 October 691 A.D.). He was 
36 years old?, ‘Abdul Malik had carried the day. The contribu- 
tion of Al-Hajjaj to his victory was notable. It was Al-Hajjaj’s 
first success on the battle field. "Whereas as a soldier he had found 
safety in flights, he made his name now as a commander of soldiers. 


Defeat and Death of * Abdullah ibn az-Zubair 


After the death of Mus‘ab ibn az-Zubair, ‘Abdul Malik prepared 
to return to Damascus. Before leaving for his capital, he appointed 
his brother Bishr ibn Marwan as Governor of Kifa and placed 
Khalid ibn ‘Abdullah in charge of Basra. Al-Hajjaj appeared 
before ‘Abdul Malik one day and offered his services to the Caliph 
against ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair. “I have seen in my dream", said 
he to ‘Abdul Malik, ‘that I caught the person of Ibn az-Zubair and 
that I stripped him of his skin. Send me against him and give 
me the command of the expedition"? ‘Abdul Malik who had 
known the hardihood of the Thaqif granted his request and: 
entrusted him with the sole command of fighting his most formid- 
able foe, residing in the heart of the holy city of Mecca. 

Al-Hajjaj left Ktfa for Mecca in the month of Jumada in the 
year 72 October, 691 A.D. He was thirty-one years old and in 
command of a Syrian force of 2,000 men?. He did not march upon 
Mecca directly, but passing through Ar-Rabadhah and avoiding the ‘ - 
route leading through Medina, he reached At-Ta@if in the month 
of Sha'bàn without meeting any resistance’, Al-Hajjaj who was 
tactful and skilled in conducting military operations was driven to 
this strategic manoeuvre by a number of motives. 

1. Tabarī, Vol. 1I, Pp. 807. d 
Mas'ūdī, Vol. III, Pp. 116. 
* 'Ansáb al-Ashraf’, Pp. 2 and 17. 
Mus‘ab according to Mas‘tidi, Ibid., was a beautiful youth glorified by 
many a poet; the poet ibn Qais ar-Rugayyāt says of him: Mus'ab is a 


flame lighted by God. The brightness of his countenance dissipates 
the darkness. 


2. Tabari, Vol. II, Pp. 829 


bn *Abd Rabbihi, * 'Iqd', Vol. II, Pp 326. 
3. *'Ansāb al-Ashraf’, Pp. 38. 

Tabari, Vol. 1I, Pp. 830. 

Tbn al-Athir, ‘Kamil’, Vol, IV, Pp. 284. 
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At-TWif renowned for its agricultural and commercial pros- 
perty was’ also the wealthy possession of many inhabitants of 
Mecca, who owned there rich tracts of land and drew their subsis- 
tence from it. It was also the summer resort of many rich Quraish 
families, who had their houses in Mecca and who returned here 
to relax from the sultry heat of the kaly city situated in a rocky 
valley without shade. The physical suitability of the place cannot, 
however, be a sufficient explanation for Al-Hajjāj's move. The 
best explanation that can be offered in support of Al-Hajjāj's 
strategy seems to be the ‘military importance of the place. 

At-Taif built on Mount Ghazwān and situated at a distance 
of a day's walk from Mecca occupied a very strong position. As 
commander of a smallarmy against superior forces of the enemy, 
Al-Hajjāj preferred to operate his forces from a position of height 
in the vicinity of low lying land. He could in this way perceive 
his enemy in the interior. Moreover, such an advantageous position 
inspired confidence in the soldiers against the enemy. 

” Al-Hajjāj, who had passed the best part of his childhood and 
also his early youth at At-Tà'if, knew the country around better 
from its southern route. He was also sure to receive the support 
'of his tribesmen, the Thagīfites who were settled there. He did 
not.ignore the fact fhat direct operations by him against the holy 
city would also unite the military operations of Medina against 
his small contingent of troops. This would mean a stab in his 
back. From At-Tālif, he held the enemy in the front and could 
easily escape in the rear, if compelled by the overwhelming strength 
of the enemy, 

The Chronicles do not mention any battle which Al-Hajjaj 
had to fight for the occupation of At-Tā'if!. The latter was, there- 
fore. occupied peacefully. Al-Hajjāj's stay at At Tāif had been 
a Jittle more than three months*. He next proceeded towards the 
mount of ‘Arafat with detachments of cavalry. These detachments 
had frequent skirmishes with the soldiers of Ibn az-Zubair, sent from 
time to time to meet Al.Hajjaj. But every time the troops of 
Al-Hajjāj alone were victorious”, S ` 


1. Balādhurī, "Eu 
Yāuūt, “Mut jam”, Yor Pat Pp. 495, 
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Al] these initial successes won by Al-Hajjàj did not in any 
way cowdown the courage of Ibn az-Zubair, who assured of his safety 
in the holy city, remained sufficiently strong; more so because 
Al-Hajjàj acted with religious restraint in respect of the holy city 
as advised by the Caliph. The latter had ordered him to face the 
army of Ibn az-Zubair and announce that in case he consented to 
acknowledge the Umayyad Caliphate, he was to be granted full 
amnesty"; if he refused, the town was to be besieged till the people 
were reduced to starvation level but in no case was the sanctity of 
the holy edifice of Ka'ba to be desecrated?. Al-Hajjāj's servile 
obedience to his master's orders and the tentative success won by 
him could not bring the rebel to submission. He knew that a 
heavy onslaught and a major offensive could alone be helpful. He, 
therefore, wrote to the Caliph asking permission for two things; 
first, to attack the holy city of Mecca and second to send him 
reinforcement of men and arms. In this way Al-Hajjaj pledged 
to bring ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair to submission?. 

The Caliph who eight years earlier had denounced the sacrilege 
committed by his cousin Yazid I, when the latter,set fire to the 
Ka‘ba, granted Al-Hajjaj the permission to attack Mecca and the 
holy precincts. He also ordered Tariq ibn ‘Amr to go at the head 
of 5,000 men to join Al-Hajjàj. Thus assured that his request was 
favourably received, Al-Hajjàj said to his men, “Make your pre- 
parations for the Hajj™. 

Al-Hajjaj established his new camp on the mountain of 
Abū-Oubais, situated to the south-east of Mecca. The siege of 
the holy town began on the first day of Dhu'l-gatda of 
the year 72 A.H. (25th March 692 A.D.) one month before 
the holy pilgrimage. The catapults were placed on Mount 
Abü-Qubais and operations against the enemy started in right 
earnest, 

Luck favoured the Syrians. In the month of Dhw'l-ga'da 
of the same year 72 A.H. Tariq occupied Medina and expelled the 
Governor of Ibn az- Zubair. Leaving as his emissary a certain 
Tha‘laba, a vindictive and cruel man, Tariq proceeded towards 


` 


1. Tabarī, Vol. II, Pp. 831. 
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Mecca. On the Ist of Dhu’l hijja, 72 A.H. (692 A.D.) Tariq joined 
Al-Hajjāj with his reinforcements before the gates of Mecca'. 

In spite of the fact that it was the time for Hajj, Al-Hajjaj 
and his men remained armed. He drove his army to Mina and 
‘Arafat. “I saw him on the hills of ‘Arafat’, reports an eye 
witness in Tabari, “He was mounted on his horse, wearing the 
helmet as well as the armour”?. Al-Hajjāj thereafter wanted to 
perform the "Tawāf” around the Ka'ba and also the course between 
As-Safa and Al-Marwah. He was, however, not permitted to 
accomplish these ceremonies by Ibn az-Zubair who had not been 
allowed to go to *Araft for a similar ceremony.  Al-Hajjaj, there- 
upon, hurled big stones at the sacred edifice and the holy pilgrims 
below’, 

‘Abdullah son of Caliph ‘Umar, who was then in Mecca 
adjured the chief of the besiegers to stop throwing stones on the 
crowds of pilgrims, who desired to perform Hajj and particularly 
complete the ‘Tawaf’ round the holy house. Al-Hajjaj, it appears 
heeded the remonstrances of a Prince who was respected and held 
in esteem. He suspended the use of the catapult. Taking advan- 
tage of this armistice Tbn az-Zubair made the turns prescribed 
around Ka‘ba ‘Tawaf’ and slaughtered some animals of sacrifice at 
Al-Marwah on the day of immolation (10th Dhvu’l hijja). There- 
upon when the religious ceremonies were thus accomplished in 
halves on both sides, the herald of Al-Hajjaj came out of the camp 
and advancing towards the pilgrims asked them to return to their 
countries as the catapults were ready, “fo throw stones on the 
heretic Ibn az-Zubair’*. Ibn az-Zubair had failed to abide by the 
terms of the armistice. 

The siege entered the first month of the year 73 A.H. 
Al-Hajjaj waited for a final assault until the provisions of his enemy 
1. Tabari, Vol, 1I, Pp. 830-831. 
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again and its two successive thunder bolts killed twelve men of 
Al-Hajjaj’s army. This time the Syrians were completely discourag- 
ed and disheartened by what they believed to be an evident sign 
of divine vengeance. “Do not interpret it unfavourably”, cried 
the general “I am a native of Tihima and | know that such storms 
are frequent here. This proclaims that the capture of the town 
is imminent. Rejoice, the same accident will strike our enemies”. 

In fact, the following day there was another burst of storm and 
the same impartial thunder bolt killed in Mecca several soldiers 
of Ibn az-Zubair. "You see then”, said Al-Hajjaj to his soldiers, 
*that heaven does not spare your enemies any more than it spares 
you. The difference between you two is that you obey God, while 
they disobey Him’. Al-Hajjaj, who cleverly drew a happy augury 
from this natural phenomenon reassured his men. They continued 
to throw missiles on the enemy. 

Besieged for six long months, the inhabitants of Mecca were 
reduced to the last extremity. Driven by hunger and famine, they 
began to abandon Ibn az-Zubair and joined the camps of Al-Hajjaj 
who had promised safety to those who offered their submission. 
The Egyptians and the Abysinians, who had earlier offered their 
services to Ibn az-Zubair, had already deserted him, in view of his 
disregard of the word of honour at the time of the armistice. The 
Jews, who were disliked by him and not taken into confidence, 
were also disgusted’. The strength of the deserters soon mounted 
to 10,000 and among them, they counted Hamzah and Khubaib, 
two sons of ‘the Caliph of Hijaz*. A third, called Az-Zubair, 
refused to desert his unfortunate father. He continued fighting 
till he found a glorious death’ by the side of his father. 

In view of these deflections, we see Ibn az-Zubair hesitating and 
it is not doubtful that he was then inclined to accept amnesty which 
was offered to him by Al-Hajjij in the name of 'Abdul Maliks, 
He went to his mother Asma’ to make her share his anguish and 
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if they were but a thousand". 

These battles look place around the Ka‘ba but after each 
desperate charge, the son of Asma’ used to return to the holy Ka'ba 
and pray for a while in the interior of the building’. As his flag 
fell into the hands of the Syrians, he threw himself on them with 
such fury that he repulsed them outside the holy enclosure and 
up to the hill of Al-Hajiin. There he was still fighting with them. 
when a brick hit his head and stunned him. The blood covered 
his face and head when he said, “The blood from our wound does 
not trickle on our ankles; it-is on our feet that it drops’, Return- 
ing to Ka‘ba, covered with wounds, he ordered his companions 
to throw away their sheaths, No one should ask where ‘Abdullah 
is”, he added, “whoever seeks me shall find me in the first line". 

Seeing tlic failing courage of his soldiers, who appeared 
scared, Al-Hajjāj encouraged them as before. He alighted from 
the horse and led them personally against the furious lion*. They 
then attacked in thousands from all sides the tiny band of followers 
of Ibn az-Zubair. Ibn az-Zubair wanted to attack them but hit on the 
head by the stones they threw on him, he fell. A slave woman who 
was posted by the order of Asma’ at the gate of the Ka‘ba, had to 
announce to the daughter of Abi Bakr the outcome of fighting. 
When she saw Ibn az-Zubair succumb to his injury, this slave woman 
uttered a loud cry, ‘Alas! Prince of Believers’, she said weeping. 
Thus fell fighting, ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair on the 14th of Jumada Ist 
73 A.H. 1st October, 692 A.D. He had lived for the first seventy 
two years of Islam years; and with him fell his faithfull companions. 
The sicge of Mecca, since the arrival of Al-Hajjēj on Mount 'Abū- 
Qubais, had lasted six and a half months?. 

When the news of the death of Ibn az-Zubair spread, the 
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Syrians rejoiced raising cries of ‘Allah Akbar’. Al-Hajjāj joined 

them in theit rejoicings and knelt to thank God. It was his second 

great success—a political feat which subsequently re-established and 

consolidated Muslim power m Western’ Arabia. Whereas his; 
countrymen in the last four decades bad learnt to entrust their 

faith in religion alone, he led them to a political consciousness of 

which they had not been aware eacept for the time of the Prophet’s 

life and Caliph ‘Umar. The son of Yusuf stitched in fact the 

political mantle which had been torn to pieces in the wake 

of internecine wars and jealous party feuds. In this hour 

of national triumph, Al-Bajjāj did not forget to pay his. 
gratitude to God for crowning him with this remarkable 

achievement. 

According to a tradition reported in ‘Iqgd al-Farid*, Ibn 
az-Zubair who was covered with wounds, could not rise from the 
ground and was beheaded by Al-Hajjaj himself in the interior of 
the Ka'ba, while in Baladhuri we read that it was an Arab of the 
tribe of Murād who beheaded him. As a more authentic source, 
we accept the version of Balādhurī. 

Accompanied by Tariq, the Commander-in-Chief “entered the 
runed Ka‘ba. They saw the corpse of Ibn az-Zubair, which was 
lying on the earth, “soaked in blood”. “Never”, said Tārig "did 
women give bith to a man more valiant than this (Ibn az-Zubair). 
‘Yon are eulogising a man who was 1n revolt against the Prince 
of the Believers”, retorted Al-Hajjāj, for whom his master's 
interests always outweighed any other consideration. ces and 
that will be our excuse", replied Tariq, ‘for without that we would 
not be pardoned for having besieged for seven months this man, 
who had no ditch, no fortress, nor any means of defence and who 
was equal to us or even our better”, This conversation was reported 
to the Caliph, says Baladhuri, who approved of the sentiments 
of Tārigf. 

The mosgue and the Ka'ba, which were stained with blood 
and covered with stones, “were cleaned and swept" by the order 
of Al-Hajyaj and the Quraish of Mecca offered the oath of fealty 
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to the Umayyads, at the hands of the vanguisher”), 

The heads of Ibn az-Zubair and of his two companions, 
‘Abdullah ibn Safwan, and ‘Umara ibn ‘Amr ibn Hazm, fallen by 
the side of their chief, were sent to Medina ; they were exposed for 
sometime and then when they had served as toys to the Syrian 
garrison of the town, they were taken to *Abdul Malik?, 

An anecdote attributed to Al-Hajjaj has been reported by 
Balādhurī. 

One of the companions of Ibn az-Zubair, "Abdullāh ibn Muti‘, 
succumbed to his injuries. Al-Hajjaj wanted to preside over his 
funeral and recite the prescribed prayer. “You pray for him, when 
it was you who killed him”, shouted one of Al-Hajjāj's men, *Do 
you know what J] have said”? replied the officiating priest. “J 
have only said this: “O Allah, if this man was the enemy of 
your friends and the friend of your enemies, roast him in the fire 
of Hell", Lon 

Not content with having sent the head of Ibn az-Zubair to 
*Abdul Malik, Al-Hajjāj refused to give his body to Asmā' for 
burial. He crucified the corpse at the cemetery of Al-Hajūn in 
Mecca and appointed guards to prevent it from being removed. 
According to a tradition reported by Balādhurī, Ibn az-Zubair, 
foreseeing the putrefication of his body at the hands of his enemy, had 
swallowed myrrh and musk a few days before his death. Al-Hajjaj 
tied a hungry bitch or a she-cat to the gibbet with the corpse to 
destroy the perfume and aromatic. He then announced to the 
Caliph the posthumous desecrations inflicted on the enemy. But 
‘Abdul Malik blamed Al-Hajjàj for his savage barbarism and ordered 
him to deliver immediately the dead body of Ibn az-Zubair to his 
mother. Al-Hajjaj obeyed his master and Asma’ having washed with 
pious care the dead body of her son buried it at Al-Hajün!. 

Al-Hajjāj, who never forgave his enemy nor his relatives, 
ordered the old mother one day to pay him a visit. The proud 
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Ibn al-Athir, Vol. IV, Pp. 292. 


Tabari, Vol. II, Pp. 852 
Tbn *Abd Ra bbihi, — od, Vol. IE, Pp. 325. 


3, *’Ansab’, Pp. 66. 


4, *’Ansab’, Pp. 57-60 and 62. 
‘Aghant’, Vol. XII, Pp. 44. 
Ibn al- Athir, ‘Kamil’, Ral. VI, as 290. 
Mas'ūdī, Murūj', Vol. III, Pp. 
Tbn Batiita, ‘Voyages’, Vol. d P» 2 0-331. 


to 


= 


Al-Haijāj as Conmander 27 


mother refused to comply. In vain, Al-Hajjaj threatened to drag 
her by her hair, if she failed to come. Asma’ persisted in her 
refusal. Thereupon, the Amir, trembling in anger, put on his 
leather sandles and walked to the daughter of Abt-Bakr. “What 
do you think" ? he asked ma wicked and sarcastic tone, “about 
the manner in which I treated Tbn az-Zubair” ? Asma’ retorted in 


.no less a becoming accent. 1 heard the Apostle of God foretell 


that there would spring a butcher and an imposter from Thagif. 
The imposter was Al-Mukhtar; as to the butcher, ] don’t think 
it is any one but you". Andas Al-Hajjāj returned, he repeated, 
"Iam the butcher of the imposters’. “You are their herald”, 
said the old mother!. The brave woman only survived her son a 
few weeks*, 

Thus ended the rule of Ibn az-Zubair, who for nine long years 
held the title and also part of the real power of Caliph. The sway 
that he held in Arabia proper in the West and 'Irtq and Khurásaán 
in the East was over. What caused the failure of *Abdullah ibn 
az-Zubair, in fact, was not the lack of loyalty from his followers and 
partisans. It was due to his own weakness asa leader. And, on 
the contrary, what occasioned the success of Al-Hajjāj, was his 
ruthless and daring boldness to pursue his object notwithstanding 
the adversely critical and objectionable means that he adopted to 
secure it. ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair on the other hand was a man of 
homely virtues and personal courage. He lacked the moral energy 
and initiative necessary for a leader of men. His passive approach 
from the very beginning deterred his followers from following him 
unhesitatingly and they deserted him as they came to know him 
better. They saw in their opponent a terrible man of action and 
indefatigable courage and became disheartened when they saw 
their leader let opportunities slip by, when with a little more tact 
and confidence, he could establish a dynasty and oust the Umayyads 
from power. Where ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair failed, Al-Hajjaj won. 
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AL-HAJJĀJ AS GOVERNOR 


After the death of *Abdullāh ibn az-Zubair Al-Hajjāj was 
appointed Governor of Mecca in 73 A.H. He was also given the 
charge of Medina after five months. As Governor of Hijaz, Al-Hajjaj 
reduced the opposition of the Medinites. "The power of the second 
great opposition to the Umayyad Caliphate was considerably broken. 
Al-Hajjaj remained Governor of Hijiz for two years. He also 
reconstructed the holy Ka‘ba during this period. 


Governor of Hijüz, Y emen and Yamüma 


With the death of ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair, the confines of the 
holy places passed on to the Umayyads. In view of their past 
services, ‘Abdul Malik appointed Al-Hajjij Governor of Mecca, 
and Tariq ibn ‘Amr of Medina’. The former was also given the 
charge of Yemen and Yamama (73 A.H., 692 A.D.). In ‘Iraq, 
Bishr ibn Marwan, brother of the Caliph, and Governor of Küfa 
also became the Governor of Basra?. 

Al-Hajjàj who had just succeeded in defeating a strong and 
powerful enemy in the heart of the holy city did not like to see a 
revival of the shattered forces, in whatever form it be in the future. 
He, thereupon, launched a policy strictly avengeful. In his desire 
io punish the men who had disagreed and opposed him or his 
master, he was only checked by the restraining influence of the 
Caliph. 

The first person on whom Al-Hajjaj's eye fell for sucha 
purpose was "Urwah ibn az-Zubair, the brother of 'Abdulláh ibn 
az-Zubair. After the death of *Abdullāh ibn az-Zubair, he had moun- 
ted a swift-paced camel and reached Damascus. He was the first to 
announce to the Caliph the victory of his generals over his vanquish- 
ed brother and had received ‘safety’ from ‘Abdul Malik. Al-Hajjaj, 
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. the;dissident Shi'ites and the Khüàrijites who. had gathiefed round 

. Ka'ba for the pilgrimage. To crown his success, ` AI- Hajjaj. wanted, 
to preside over the annual pilgrimage but *Abdul Malik; who. hàd 
a partial confidence in the religious piety of his general, did. not 
permit him to have this honour. He wrote to Al-Hajjàj to: imitate 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar in his religious devotion’. The latter im 
Al-Hajjaj’s eyes, was neither a Thaqifite nor an Umayyad. More- 
over, he had during the siege of Mecca expressed himself against 
the piety of the Commander-in-Chief of the Syrians*. A) Haat. 
who was now given the son of Caliph ‘Umar as a preceptor could: 
hardly eschew his anger and revenge but hid his refusal under 
cover of formal acceptance of the Caliph's order and obeyed. | * 

Accompanied by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar whom he detested-but 
being naturally aggrieved, Al-Hajjaj performed the pilgrimage in 
the year 73 A.H. as an ordinary pilgrim. He recited the ‘Khutba’ 
on Mount ‘Arafat but remained armed during the sacred - ceremony. 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar loyal to his mission reproached him: 
Al-Hajjaj unforgetful of the personal insult he had suffered instructed. 
a soldier to throw a poisonous lance in the path of the importune. 
Prince who had his foot seriously injured. **Who had done you. 
this"? asked Al-Hajjaj. “It is you. They are your companions 
who cause my death", replied the Prince. A few days later 
* Abdullàh ibn *Umar died of the wound?. AI.Hajjàj had cleared 
his way of a personal enemy. y" 
Al-Hajjaj equally incited prince Khalid, son of Caliph Yazid-T 

into opposition. The latter, taking advantage of the pilgrimage’ 
to Mecca, sought the hand of Ramlah, a sister of Ibn az-Zubair in* 
marriage. This action of the prince outraged the Governor who: 
sent his chamberlain, ‘Ubaidullah ibn-Mauhab -with the order: to. 
challenge the action of Khālid in rather strong words. - It. did: not 
appear appropriate for you to ask in marriage. a: daughter. of the: 
family of Ibn az-Zubair without consulting me. "Ido not "understand 
how you dare to address yourself to the people. "who are un-. 
worthy. of your consideration, as was declared by your grantfather | 
Mu‘awiyah I. Do you forget that they disputed the Caliphate of ` 
your father (Yazid I), hurled SS e him, and declared ` 
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thathe and your grandfather professed a wrong faith"? Khalid 
addressed the messenger in no less an angry tone, “If you were 
not inviolable being a messenger, I would have cut you into pieces 
and thrown your limbs at the gates of your master’. At this he 
dismissed the messenger telling him that the authority of his 
master was not so great as to compel Khalid to consult him. 
‘rhe quarrel between Al-Hajjaj and Khalid became enlivened with 
bitter sarcasm, enjoined by invectives from poets who wrote 
satires against each other. Al-Hajjaj had made his first enemy 
in the royal house. 

Al-Hajjaj was compelled to adopt a more conciliatory attitude 
towards the family of Caliph ‘Ali and particularly Muhammed 
ibn al-Hanefiah, the son of Caliph ‘Ali. After the death of Fatima, 
his wife and daughter of the Prophet, Caliph ‘Ali had married a 
lady of Hanifa clan and hence his son from her was called 
Muhammed ibn al-Hanefiah. Muhammed ibn al-Hanefiah having 
remained behind in Medina had escaped the massacre of Karbala. 
‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair had imprisoned him in the prison of ‘Arim 
and intended to kill him; Muhammed escaped from the prison and 
took asylum in At-Ta@’if*. After the death of Ibn az-Zubair, ‘Abdul 
Malik notwithstanding the opposition of Al-Hajjaj for the family 
of Caliph ‘Ali, instructed his Governor not to exercise excessive 
authority over Muhammed ibn al-Hanefiah. Ibn al-Athir® says that 
Al-Hajjaj wanted to put Muhammed ibn al-Hanefiah to torture at 
Mecca and Mas'üdi adds the following anecdote. Al-Hajjāj met 
Muhammed ibn al-Hanefiah during the pilgrimage around Ka‘ba and 
said to him in anger, “The Prince of Believers has deprived me of 
all authority over you”. Muhammed replied, “Thank God! Do you 
know that God throws 360 glances over this world? He has direct- 
ed one of these glances over me and will be kind to me, There- 
fore, He has allowed no authority over me either to your tongue 
or to your hand”, Taking a hint from the political sagacity of 
his master, Al-Hajjāj reconciled himself to the order of the Caliph 
and looked for an opportunity whereby he could strengthen the 
hands of his master by personal bonds. Later as Amir of Medina, 
Al-Hajjaj married in the family of Caliph ‘Ali. 
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At the beginning of the year 74 A.H. (693 A.D.), Tariq ibn 
*Amr, Governor of Medina for thelast five months was dismissed 
by Caliph ‘Abdul Malik. AI Hajjaj who was appointed Governor 
of Mecca in 73 A.H. was now invested with the charge of Medina 
tool. 

Al-Hajjāj went to Medīna as its Governor in the month of 
Safar of the same year. Arab chronicles are not at accord on the 
length of stay of Al-Hajjāj at Medīna. Tabarī? gives two versions 
of a month and three months. Ibn al-Athir? and Baladhuri! concur 
in their opinions and state that Al-Hajjāj stayed at Medina for a 
month or two. Al-Hajjajs stay at Medina was, however, very 
brief, 

During his stay here, Al-Hajjaj treated the inhabitants with 
great severity and punished them cruelly for their slightest faults. 
His punishment was not confined to the common people; the 
notables also did not escape his severity*. He was vindictive as 
in the case of the Companions of the Prophet. Baladhuri, Tabari 
and ibn al-Athir® give the names of three Companions of the 
Prophet who were branded on their skins. The first of the Com- 
panions was Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah from amongst the Ansārs, who 
was branded on his hand. The second was Anas ibn Malik. The 
third was Sahl ibn Sa‘d. Al-Hajjaj called this old man of 89 years 
and said to him, “What prevented you from coming to the help 
of the Prince of Believers, ‘Uthman ibn 'Affün"? “But I have 
helped him” said he. You are telling a lie’, shouted Al-Hajjaj 
and he was branded in his neck with lead. When the Caliph 
learnt of these punishments he intervened and forced his Governor 
to suspend such crue] punishments’. 

Al-Hajjaj equally disliked the piety and religious fervour of 
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i the. death of ‘Abdullah iibri Seier, to. ‘him VAS s 
- The opinion of the: inhabitaitts ‘of. Hijāz" about: "the: Governor 

vati his: Taster. is explicit from the; following- anecdote: “VATE 
- met one dar? an Arab “of: the desert; at-a shooting ‘party, in: ‘the 
E vicinity- of: Medina. The. Arab: was: grazing. dis. ‘camel. “what 
do you think" asked Al-Hajjaj-of :the shepherd,: “of the” ‘behaviour 
of your Amir’? “He is violent: and oppressive”; ‘replied, the Arab: 
E God fake’ his life t “But: why. don't: "You. complain’ against 
him: tothe Caliph?:?. asked Al-Hajjaj., it “Because , dhe 28. still: more 

o “violent "and: ‘despotic - ‘than his Amt, AL Hajjaj's. cavalry.. mèn 
on à. little: signal ' from ` him, surrounded: the. shepherd: and. madé 
‘him’ a, sprisoner.. “Who is then - ‘this: man"? asked: the: Captive: on 
the: sway: © He iš: "AEHajjaj". they replied; Pressing: his “horse 
: close: tē: ‘the ‘Governor, : zthe Arab: said, . 0. Al-Hajjaj"! “What do. 
“you. want! -Beduin" ? asked Hajjaj: iem. want. that: the- secret ‘of: "the 
_ conversation” wē've had;-should*not- be: -diyulged*. Al-Hajjaj “who 
` - appreciated dis: frankness’ laughed: .and'set' the. Beduin: at liberty, i; 
À AS: Amir, of; Medina, : Al-Hajjäj "māītied : Uim "Kulthūm,ta 
Nomen: of Batiū “Hashim; "daughter. of. *Abdullālv: ibn Jafar: ibn 
ABE Talib: KH father. of? the: lady." wlio. "was; icompēlled, to-marry 
his. dmighter: to: / Bt Soon. “wrote ` to. Prince: ‘Khalid. « _Khatid 
found: dt: Opporturē * ‘to, "take. his: revenge: ‘Om AL Date "But: “as 
ss Ad -Hajjaj- had'cēntraotēd, this marriage: -witi thes. -pétmission , of: the 
“Caliph, Khali i pproached, “the: Caliph , at: midnight afid: said; “Do 
` Zon" kow” that” “thé feelings of hostility. and: ‘hatred. that: divided: ihe 
^ Wo: ‘clans. of Ton: dz:Zubair and: Ab: Sufyān.. have ceased. to: ‘exist’! 2 
ger replied. ‘the, ‘Caliph: Mya mure. With a daughter: of the 
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family of Ibn az-Zubair changed my mind in their respect and now 
no family is dearer to me than theirs”, replied Khalid. The Caliph 
admitted the truth of Khalid's words and said, “What you say is 
correct". "If it is so”, replied Khalid, **How do you then give 
so much of your power to Al-Hajjaj to marry a daughter of- Banū 
Hashim when you know about their pretensions as well as of their 
followers”! ? Convinced that he had committed a political mistake 
in permitting this marriage, ‘Abdul Malik wrote to the Governor to 
divorce this woman forthwith and swore to reduce him to the state 
of a eunuch if he dared to touch her. He also ordered Al-Hajjaj to 
pay back the dower money to the father of the lady?. Al-Hajjsj 
obeyed?. But when the visitors came to console him in his misery, 
he uttered some bitter invectives against Khalid and the despotic, 
ruling of Banu Umayyah. In his anger mixed with despise, he 
declared that he would compensate by marrying a woman on 
whom no one would claim any authority. He, therefore, married 
Umm al Julas, daughter of ‘Abdullah ibn Khalid ibn Asid*. Mas'ūdī 
says that Al-Hajjaj married the daughter of ‘Abdullah only to 
humiliate the family of Abi-Talib’. In the nature of the talk 
reported above and Al-Hajjaj’s subsequent reaction to the order of 
the Caliph, we cannot subscribe to the opinion of Mas'üdi. Ibn 
‘Abd Rabbihi says that ‘Abdul Malik permitted AJ-Hajjaj to marry 
a lady of Bani Hashim so as to prevent him from committing any 
cruelty against the family of Caliph ‘Ali and specially against 
Muhammed ibn al-Hanefiah?. Al-Hajjaj, it appears, married Umm 
Kulthüm to please his master and strengthen his hands against the 
supporters of ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair. The Caliph had equally 
approved of this relation and given his permission. But apprehending 
Prince Khalid reconciling himself with the family of Ibn az-Zubair 
by his marriage with Ramlah, he thought it politically expedient 
to order the dissolution of the marriage of Al-Hajjaj with Umm 
Kulthum. He could not afford to see that the son of Yazīd ] 
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should revive the family dissensions that the Harbites had lost at 
the battle of Marj Rāhit. ‘Abdul Malik’s father Marwan ibn al 
Hakam had married the widow of Yazīd 1 to reconcile the partisans 
of her son Khalid. Al-Hajjāj who perceived the political dis- 
advantages following his marriage outweighing his master's earlier 
consideration for the family of Caliph ‘Ali, resigned once more 1o 
his master’s orders and remained quiet. Placed in the situation as 
he was, he could have objected to the Caliph's order or resign 
and persist in the personal alliance he had made, but the prudent 
Governor carried out his master’s orders and divorced Umm 
Kulthüm. Before returning to Mecca, Al-Hajjaj built a mosque 
in the quarter of Bant Salima, in Medinat. 

Returning to Mecca, Al-Hajjij ordered the reconstruction of 
the holy Ka‘ba. This edifice had been rebuilt by the Quraish five 
years befoie the birth of the Prophet. Battered and ruined in 64 
A.H. (683 A.D.) by the catapults of the Syrian army which besieged 
Mecca, it was demolished by the orders of Ibn az-Zubair and rebuilt 
in the year 65 A.H. (684 A.D.), when this town became the Capital 
of the counter-Caliphate of Ibn az-Zubair. Ibn az-Zubair enlarged 
the dimensions of the previous Ka'ba by seven cubits, giving thus to 
the edifice the area it had, when it was first built by Ibrahim and 
his son Isma'il. “The Ka‘ba built by Ibn az-Zubair had the shape 
of a heel". Two doors gave access to it: one to the north-east 
for entrance and the other to the south-west for exit. The black 
stone was placed in the interior’, According to Mas'udi, the new 
Katba was decorated with mosaic and three magnificent marble 
columns, ornamented with gold and cojours. plundered from a 
Christian Church erected at San‘a, in Yemen by Abraha, the 
Abysinian"*, 

' The Ka'ba constructed by Ibn az-Zubair remained unchanged 
for eight years. Al-Hajjāj, who had seriously damaged it during 
the last siege, wished to rebuild the broken walls but by orders of 
‘Abdul Malik, from whom he had sought advice, he again 
I. "Tabari, "Fürikh', Vol. II, P. 854. 
2, Ibn Outaiba, Ma'ārīf, P 244. 
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4. Mastūdī, "Murūj', Ibid. Abraha king of Abysinmia tried to conquer 
Mecca in the year 570—the year of the birth of the Prophet. te 
NM with A Chan t after a legend, the elephant called 

Mnammed that he rode, refused to advance towards the holy city a 
Abraha returned immediately. SE 
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demolished:the edifice. entirely, Then, lie rebuilt it on the: found ations. | 
dug before: the. Prophet by: the family- of “Quraish.” aBut- no ‘happy. 
to give to the Ka'ba- the. shape it receivēd from, tlie: Quiaish; add" 
which was like that of, a. parallelogrām, ;. ‘AL Hajjaj: reduced.” -the 
length: of the seven cubits .of the. dimensions: of: ‘the: -edi of: 
Ibn az-Zubair; leaving to it but. one door and placing the. black. stone” 
in the exterior (74-693). He did the.opposite. of. all what his ‘rival’ 
(Ibn az-Zubair). had done ; it was still vengeance?! i - 

During the Jahiliyyah, reports . ‘Baladhuri;. thé clot z:éóve) ing 
of the Ka'ba consisted. of. Jeather carpets ` and cloth: from. Mà ‘afi: 
(tribe of Yemen). The Prophet clothed .it: ‘with. “the, fing linens: 
cloth made in Egypt. Yazīd I-covered 2 with’; an: “embroidered: 
silken stuff, called *khusrawānī.' Ibn; az-Zubair. and, after: him: 
Al-Hajjāj also. used silken cloth ornamented. withe ‘designs - to. “cover 
the Ka‘ba. - During a part of. their. Ieign, the: "Banū:: "Umayyah: 
used the magnificant robes that the. inhabitants of f Nājtān Jews and. 
Christians) used to give as tribute’’?.: dës À & 

„With the..completion | of the constructio: cof the: Kata. 
Al-Hajjaj’s governorship of Hijāz caine to a close; Tn: the; „year“ A. 
A.H. (693, A.D.), he went to Damascus . and by. orders of the: Caliph: 
took with him Muhammed ibn al-Hanefiah.. “Muhammed . teported; 
to ‘Abdul: Malik the extreme. e ‘of his - representative: AI-Hajjsj. S 
The: Caliph was deeply. moved... He. interdicted - AI- Hajjáj: from. 
troubling the «family. of.Caliph. . “Ai and sent, back: te ‘prince. ‘with: 
honour and every, mark of: ce. PONE. = 


























city of his lieutenant. - “He 4s “ ‘Abdullah: ibn: Geier, : ` 

Governor. “You have taken your lieutenant: from. the. duo T 

family of. Quraish^,. replied tlie Caliph, | ‘dissatisfied’: ^ 
,Among the,men:who.had accompanied: ALHájjaj: sto the court: 

of. "Abdul . Malik. was his. favourite: Jbrühim, „ibn Muhammed. ibn: 

. Talha. Al-Hajjaj ; had chosen Ibrahim’ after: thē death of. ibn. az Zubüir: 

and raised dn in: rank. He introduced: him, 19 the. Caliph, and. 
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spoke of his merits laudably.. During the same meeting, Ibrahim 
requested the Prince of Believers to grant him a personal interview 
aś he had to give him an important advice. ‘Abdul Malik 
heard the request of the favourite of Al-Hajjāj and granted him 
an interview. When Al-Hajjaj withdrew, the curtain was dropped. . 
Jbribim gave a frightful account of the actions of Al-Hajjāj, 
holding him guilty of chastising the ‘Companions’ ,of the "Prophet. 
He made a reguest to the Caliph to take pity on his unfortunate 
people and give them respite from such cruelties. ‘Abdul Malik 
treated the accusations of Ibrahim as lies and put him in ‘prison. 
Al-Hajjaj, who did not know what had passed, had a talk with the 
Caliph for the remaining part of the day.' Undoubtedly, the 
Governor narrated his prowess, and confirmed, without doubt, the 
truth of the account of Ibrahim. Jbrahim was recalled at the 
end of the meeting and while entering he met Al-Hajjaj beaming 
with joy. Al-Ķayjjāj embraced “and kissed his forehead, thanked 
him warmly and promised him the most laudable favours. Tbiahim 
thought he. was dreaming and did not understand all these demons- 
trations of friendship. Confused as he was at the behaviour ‘of 
Al-Hajjāj and his own personal complaint against him to the 
Caliph, he reapproached the Caliph. The Caliph told him that 
he was going to remove Al-Hajjaj from the Governorship of Hijaz 
and appointing him instead the Governor of the,two ‘Iraqs, for 
he alone in his opinion was capable of restoring order there. He 
added that he had convinced Al-Hajjāj that his promotion to the 
Governorship of 'Īrāg was due to the amicable advice of “Ibrahim. 
Then he dismissed the latter and ordered him to rejoin Al-Hajjaj , 
and remain with him?, < : : 
Mas'üdi gives the following dramatic demonstration-of the 
occasion of the selection of Al-Hajjaj. When ‘Abdul Malik learnt 
that Al-Muhallab was left with a handful of men to fight the 
Azragites, he made an appeal to the valour of the generals who 
surrounded him. No one took up the challenge except Al-Bajjāj 
(who was at the time at Damascus) and he requested the Caliph 
to send him to *'Irig?, The immediate cause that compelled "Abdul 
Malik, in our opinion, to replace Al-Hajjaj in Hijāz was the death 
of Bishr ibn Marwan in the year,74 A.H. The urgency in which 
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‘Abdul Malik found himself, regarding the situation in *Irüq and 
the menace of the Khārijites, obliged him to entrust the Province 
to a tried and experienced man. According to a tradition reported 
by Balidhuri, the news of the death of Bishr ibn Marwan reached 
Damascus during Al-Hajjaj’s stay at the court of the Caliph 
and it was from there (Damascus) that the Governor left for 
"Irāg!. But it is certain that Al-Hajjāj first returned to- Hijāz 
and it was at Medina that he received the orders from the Caliph, 
appointing him Governor of ‘Iraq. Ibn Qutaiba?, Tabari? and 
Baladhuri! too, subscribe to this opinion. Jt is impossible to reject 
this unanimity of opinion. 
The new Governor of ‘Iraq was thirty three years old. He 
left Medina in the month of Sha*bān in 75 A.H. (December 694 
A.D.) accompanied by twelve Arabs mounted on swift-paced 
camels”, On Jeaving Medina, Al-Hajjij uttered but one of those 
irreverent regrets and full of hatred, which were familiar to him. 
“Praise be to God” ! he shouted, “Who has made me go out of 
a furnace of seditions, whose inhabitants arc the most perfidious 
and the most false towards the Prince of Believers and who envy 
him his fortune. By Allah, if I had not received the letters from 
the Prince of Believers in their connection, I would have rendered 
this city similar to the valley of Al-Himar ; I would have spared 
neither these pieces of wood which they often visit nor a corpse 
already consumed since long; things about which they say: It is 
the seat of the Apostle of God. Itis the tomb of the Apostle. of 
God Such was his farewell to the inhabitants of Medina whose 
opposition he had securely reduced and almost broken to the 
advantage of his master, in whose service he never wavered. 
Al-Hajjaj had remained Governor of Hijaz for two years, 
from the death of Ibn az-Zubair to his’ deparature in Sha‘ban 
75 A.H. (December 694 A.D.)*. In his place, the Caliph appointed 
‘Abdur Rahman ibn-N&fii Governor of Mecca, and Yahya ibn 
al-Hakam, Governor of Medina®. 
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hs “had: 4o face. „Was? that "of the Khārijites, . This powerful. 

had refused the arbitration of. Caliph: ‘Ali after the’battle . 
‘Sof Sit dnd Opposed the:suppórters of. the Celie and: Mu AB 
ode rebel: Governor of Syria. 















a is thé course-of timé, ‘the: Klārijites kad come to iode" 
E “republican “propensities. "They desired the Caliph to be: -élected . 
‘rin the: m st: qualified persons and withheld the., right, to. ‘dismiss. 
iesfailed to. perform. his functions. satisfactorily; iii 
var: was, {The decision alone-lies- with God": a 
d The Khārijites ‘bore an implacable hatred to the ruling dynasty 
~ and j in the: ‘course of their opposition had broken into a^ aumbēr 
"gf factions like the Azragites, "after their leader Nàfr ibn al-Azraq. 
AU ‘the time of. Caliph *Abdul..Malik, they. populated: ‘the’ greater 
` ` part, of Faris. and. also occupied the valley of the Tigris; : Their: mani 
: "preocóüp ition ‘had been „extension ;of congucst towards”: -Khurasaü 
ut: “they ‘werea perpetual menace -to the rich plains 
most flourishing cities of “Iriq, i.e. Kūfa: «and. ‘Basta. 
f tlicir . threat”. the Caliph instructed his Brother Bishr- 
ibn, Marwa ;Govertior- -of “Trig; to strengthen - his: position -against 
“the: ‘neighbouring. insurgents: He ordered him to" send against ‘the. 
sAiragites;, an "arnīy of Basrians under the command of Al-Muhallab 
and; āri army of Kifites under: the command of an: expert whom 
Bishr could ‘choose. ~ Bisht; who: belonged “to: the race of- Mudar,. 
“hated Al Muhallab who was a'Yemenité and. Whose. high’ influence 
f and  militaty. “prowess , clipsed his mediocrity.’ :Bishr accepted the 
“orders, however, reluctantly and ; gave the comináud - ot. the troops 
; of’ Küfr 4o* “Abdur, Rahman, ibn Mikhnaf ` and- instructed M to 
art independently of Al- Muhāllabī., 3$ 
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- The- two soa eff. with - theirs. 'aimies. AL Muhallab” 
established his camp at "Rāmāhurmuz and: ‘Abdur: Rahman’ dbi-- 
Mikhnaf encamped “at a distance of a mile or "a file and'a half? 
only" from where they. could: see each other. ‘They ‘had. hardly: 
encamped for ten’ days facing their enemy, when’ they learnt of the: 
death of Bishr ibn Marwan at Basra in 74 A. H. Soon af Der the: 
death of Bishr ibn Marwan the soldiers of ' *Irüq abandoned their: 
flags and dispersed. The two generals were powerless to. bring, 
the fugitives back to duty!. DR 

At this time,: Al-Muhallab, who did not have. more: dn. a 
handful of men with. him, saw the . province in the grip of à most 
complete anarchy. There was not the least sign of authority or”. 
discipline. The veteran general saw the danger that threatened 
: the province. He wrote to the Caliph-a- letter full of alarin: and, 
anger, “Either send men to me or open the route of Basra’ do 
the enemy”. ‘Abdul Malik only sent him a man. “It was: ES Hajjaj: : 
ibn Yūsuf?. ; 

Al- Hajjaj whom ` we left in Medīna delivering his: speech full: 
of animosity and threats, received the letters of the Caliph, ordering. 
him to go to 'Irāg. It was under the conditions mentioned above, 
that. Al-Bajjāj took the most direct route to Kūfa. He entered 
the city suddenly one day in- the month of. Ramadan. in 75: A: H. 
(January 695 A.D.) quite-in advance of the morning? Every: 
where, reports Mastūdī, the "soldiers. were seated in their home, 
surrounded by thcir families and their- freed . slaves; Säng groups.: E 
twenty or thirty or more!. The -sudden. arrival 'of:thē: Governor, 
of ‘Iraq first went unperceived and, unheeded.: Going: straight 4o. 


the are mosque, : a rue mounted b pulpit: an 
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asked each other full of concern, who this strange man was. They 
took him and his companions for the Khürijites while he con- 
templated their ruin. *Umair ibn Dàbi al-Burjumi who had-just 
come in, followed by his freed slave, had picked up pebbles in 
the court yard of the mosque to throw them at the chief of the 
small troops. “Wait”, said someone to ‘Umair, “until we see 
what he is going to say”*. “He is oppressed and cannot speak”, 
said the others. “He is an Arab of the desert”, advanced a few 
others’. Motionless in his seat, Al-Hajjaj remained silent, waiting 
that the people should assemble. When he saw that the mosque 
was full! and all eyes were fixed on him’, he rose quietly. He 
removed the veil which was hiding his face, omitted the usual 
proclamation, “Praise be to God”? and introduced himself by citing 
the verse of the poet Suhaim ibn Wathil ar-Riyahi*. 
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“I am he who scattereth darkness and climbeth lofty submits. As 
T lift the turban from my face you will know me’’. “O inhabitants 
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of Kiifa”! said the speaker. ‘I declare to you in the name of l 
God that I will punish wickedness severely. I will pay it in its . 
own coin. I will return evil for evil”). i 

Full of determination and purpose as he was, Al-Hajjāj struck 


the note of threat. 
Golem boe alus oco ab 
Pb ELok 


“I see heads coming to their maturity and it is time to reap them; 
they belong to me and I already perceive rivers of blood inundating 
(your) turbans and (your) beards”?, Al-Hajjāj then recited the verse 
of Ruwaishid ibn Rumaid al-'Anbari ! 


Oye Oe ASSEL EU 
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It is the hour of battle. Defend courageously (alluding to his 
horse or she-camel, Ziam) the band of troops that the night has 
united under the charge of a relentless rider. 

He (the rider) is not a shepherd of camels or of ewes; nota 
butcher sitting quietly on his seat of wood (evidently implying that 
the rider is sitting on the back of the horse). 

The night has given their charge toa brave and capable person 
who makes admirable escapes (from danger); he is an emigrant 


and not a nomad Arab”. 
After referring to these initial preparations, Al-Hajjaj conti- 


nued the recital to show the severity of the fight. 
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“The wat has tucked up her clothes and laid bare her legs: Fight! 
She has become terrible for you ; redouble your efforts. 

For the bow-string is as hard as the shin-bone of a she-camel, 
1f not harder. ; 

Īt is, therefore, necessary to resign to the events which aie 
inevitable", 

“As for me, O inhabitants of 'Irāg”, said Al-Hajjāj to the people 
alluding to their weakness and his own strength, “JT would never 
let myself be scared by the sound of the old withered goatskin. 
J would neither let myself be pressed as they press the figs. I 
have been chosen for sagacity and experience. The Prince of 
Believers sptead his quiver before his eyes, tested its arrows and 
the wood that he found the most bitter and hard was mine. He 
then flung me on to you, for it is since long that you have persisted 
in rebellion and hidden in the beds of the misled. By God! I 
shall strip you as the wood is stripped off its bark ; I shall tie 
you as they tie a throny bush; IJ shall beat you mercilessly 
as the she-camels which leave their flocks*. You resemble the 
inhabitants of the town who enjoyed security and calmness, and who 
received from all parts an abundant subsistance but showed them- 
selves ungrateful towards the benevolence of God and were, 
therefore, struck by terror and famine as a prize for their 
actions’, 

“But, know it well, if I promise, I keep it; if 1 conceive a 
project, I execute it; if issue orders, J see that they are carried 
out”, “The Prince of Believers has ordered me to distribute to 
you your balances and to send you to fight your enemies under 
the command of Al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufrah. 1, therefore, take 
a solemn and holy oath in the presence of God that anyone 
whom I find delaying his departure, three days after he has 
received his balance, shall have his neck cut. Besides I shall 
deliver his property to pillage”. And then turning to the attendant 
said, Attendant! Read the message of the Prince of Believers to 
the people". The young man then read as follows: “fn the name 
of God the Merciful and Kind, the servant of God, ‘Abdul-Malik 


1. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. 215. 

2 Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. 219. 8 
3. Qur'an, XVI, P. 113. 

4. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. 492. 


Tabarī, ‘Tarthh’, Vol, 1, P. 867. 
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sends his greetings to the Musalmāns of Kūfa”. No one opened 
his mouth to return the greetings of the Caliph as was the custom. 
“Stop, attendant”, said the Governor; trembling in anger and 
then turning towards the people said ‘‘The Prince of Believers 
greets you, and you do not return to him the greetings? This is 
the politeness of Ibn Nihya!. But I shall teach you another 
politeness, if you don’t behave well. Attendant! Continue reading 
the message of the Prince of Believers”. This time when” the 
speaker arrived at the words : “Greetings to you”, all the assembly 
frightened by the terrible and frightful expression on the face of 
Al-Hajjaj, repeated in one voice, "And Greetings to the Prince of 
Believers and the mercy of God’. 

Then, without adding anything to these words, adds Tabarī, 
Al-Hajjaj descended from the pulpit and regained his seat®. Then 
without losing a minute, he ordered the men to come and receive 
their balance while he presided over this distribution’, And as 
Al-Hajjaj did not want to squander the money of the treasury or 
maintain a new army of deserters, he recalled the military 
inspectors and ordered them to go to Al-Muhallab and ask 
him for letters testifying the arrival of the troops before 
the enemy. The guards of the Euphrates’ bridge received the 
orders to leave the gates of the bridge open day and 
night's, : 

Al-Hajjaj then looked for a commander of the police. He 
wanted to confide this work to a severe and stern man, ‘Abdur 
Rahman ibn ‘Ubaid, the Tamimite, appeared to be of such a 
mettle. Al-Hajjāj then called him and acquainted him with his 
intentions. “I only accept this charge”, declared Tamim, "On 
one condition, i.e. you free me of the solicitations of your admi- 
nistrators, of your children and your escort". “Attendant” said 
Al-Hajjaj, *Make the following proclamation loudly : “Anyone 


1. Ibn Nibya was an old chief of the police at Basra. 
Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, P. 870. . 
Mas‘ ūdī, *Murüj', Vol. TII, Pp. 135-136. 


2. Mas'üdi, Ibid. 


Tabarī, Vol. II, P. 865 
Ibn al-Athir, ‘Kamil’, Vol. IV, P. 305. 


Mubarrad, P. 216. 
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son, “He is better for us than his father". And he was going 
to agree to the exchange or had already accepted it when ‘Anbasa 
ibn Sa‘id, his friend and his counsellor said to him, “Do you 
know this man”? “No”, replied Al-Hajjaj. “He js ‘Umair ibń 
Dabi, the Tamimite, Burjumite, one of the murderers of the Prince 
of Believers, *"Uthman". "Old man". cried Al-Hajjaj irritated, 
“Is it you, who leapt on the corpse of ‘Uthman. Prince of Believers 
and cracked his two ribs” ? “He had”, replied ‘Umair, “imprisoned 
and starved my old father in a cell". “Yes”, replied the Governor, 
“but did’nt your father say: I was determined to pursue my project 
but did not succeed. O that I could see the women of 'Uthmān 
bemoan his death?! f think, O old man! that your death will be 
good for the two cities of Kūfa and Basra. O Enemy of God! 
you will be despatched to compensate for the Prince of Believers, 
*Uthman". And he surveyed him, says Mas'üdi. from head to 
foot, biting the beard and almost leaving him to fall. Then he 
approached him and said, ** *Uīmair, have you heard what I said 
from the pulpit” 7 **Yes", replied the old man. “Well it would 
be shameful for a man like me to correct himself. Guard, get 
up and cut his neck”! A man rose. immediately and executed the 
orders. "Then the properties of ‘Umair were looted?. Aghani adds 
that the Burājim belonging to the tribe to which *Umair belonged 
came to see the dead body of their unfortunate companion. Al- 
Hajjāj heard them advance in uproar. He shouted to his guards : 
“Throw to them the head of ‘Umair“. They threw to them, the 
bleeding head and these men, struck with horror and fear, took 
to flight?. It was the signal of the peneral depatture of the 
Küfites. The soldiers, till then hesitant, outdistanced them to take 
possession of the bridge of boats. which linked the two banks of 
the Euphrates and went to join Al-Muhallab. The rush on the 
bridge was so big, the crowd so pressing that many fell in the 


I, ‘Umair's father Dabt ibn al-Harith wished to murder ‘Uthman but his plan 
was discovered and it was then that he composed, this verse : 
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river and were drowned?. : f 

It was now the reign of terror. Al-Hajjāj, whom the 
chronicles represent as the “Issue of. Thamüd", the most wicked 
of the Arab tribes, had thus, in spite of his puny appearance, 
overpowered the weakness, the obstinacy and all the resistance of 
a people, with a will that brooked no opposition. 

| A certain Ibrahim ibn 'Ámir of the tribe of Banū Asad, met 
a man called ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zabir, who also belonged to this 
tribe and who had fled from Kiifa. Ibrühim asked him what the 
news was: “Bad, Bad”, shouted ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zabir, “one of 
the soldiers of Al-Muhallab, has just been executed"?. Then he 
recited this verse :— 


Lax sm ls ciel Vs 
Lil vzšvleļobme Bh oostu 
ilze Sr Lide atki 
Ula Mole uly Assel, dër Alan 
LAWNS ele Chao leui 


“J said to Ibrahim when I met him: I see that the situation is 
becoming painful and embarrassing. 
Choose, either you will visit ‘Umair, son of Dabi (in the other 
world) or you will pay a visit to Al-Muhallab. 
Two alternatives that you cannot escape but by leaping on the back 
of an agile horse, fairer than snow; 
And who even after having left Khurāsān behind him, considers 
this road as short as that of the market or shorter still. 
For I do not believe that Ai-Hajjaj ever returns his sword to the 
sheath, so long as he has not turned the head of children grey", 
1. *Aghanv, Ibid 
Tabarī, Vol. U, P. 870, 
2 Mastūdī, Murūj', Vol. III, Pp. 137-138. 
3. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. ee, . 
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According to Mas'üdi, the soldiers of Küfa, after having 
crossed the Euphrates, still tried to find a refuge in the plains of- 
Sawād, from where they asked food for their families, in order 
to subsist in their retreat. But Al-Hajjaj ordered the guardian of 
the bridge to permit access to them and prevent any one recross 
the river. Then these men, deprived of the necessary help and 
becoming desperate to obtain it, entered in mass the camp of 
Muhallab, who was at Ramahurmuz facing the Khārijites*. The 
inspectors that Al-Hajjaj had sent before to the chief of the staff 
received from him letters testifying the arrival of militia men at 
their posts. No soldier was allowed to appeal to him. Full of 
admiration Al-Muhallab said, ‘To-day an energetic man has 
arrived in ‘Iraq; today the war has been declared on the 
enemy’, 

After leaving the administration of Küfa to Abū-Ya'fur 
'Urwah ibn al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘ba, Al-Hajjaj went to Basra to 
see the things for himself there. Here again, he delivered threaten- 
ing speeches and repeated his menaces with redoubled vigour. A 
man of Bani Yashkur was brought before him’; he was old, 
‘broken and one-eyed”, surnamed Dhū'l-Kursufah the man with 
a tuft”, because he covered the eye he had lost with a tuft of cotton’. 
“Here is a rebels, said they to the Governor. "I have been 
suffering from hernia that Bishr saw himself, and because of which 
he relieved me of the military service. Here is the rest of my 
balance which must go to the treasury”. “I know’, said Al-Hajjaj 
“that you are telling the truth’. And without any other explanation 
he got his head cut. 


]. Mas'üdi, Vol. III, Pp. 137-138. 
2. "Tabari, Vol. If, P. 870. 
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4. Tabari, Vol. IT, P. 873. 
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this city. He crossed the Euphrates and encamped at Rustagabādh, 
a small village famous in the wars of the Khārijites, situated to 
the east of Basra and eighteen “Farasakhs” from the camp of 
Al-Muhallab. The intention of the Governor was to fortify the 
rear-guard of Al-Muhallab and to encourage him and his forces 
in their difficult campaign in Fāris against the Khārijites. At 
the same time Al-Ņajjāj desired to weaken the strength of the 
nobles and prevent them from forming any community with the 
people against him. Aware of their danger, he pressed them in 
the fight against the K harijites and in their own interests exhorted 
them to defend their country. In a speech addressed to the 
soldiers, he acquainted them with his resolution in these words: 
“People of the two great cities, this place will be yours month 
after month and year after year, until God has destroyed your 
enemies, the Khirijites, who constitute a permanent menace hanging 
over your heads"!, And with such words Al-Hajjaj induced them 
to face the enemy. 

Everything was going on according to the wishes of the 
Governor, when he uttered in his speech, a little after, an untimely 
threat which risked to bring back things to the point they were. 
before his arrival in ‘Irig. “The increase in pay accepted in 
your favour by Ibn az-Zubair", said he to the militia, "ie the 
work of a miscreant and hypocrite. I shall not maintain it". This 
was enough fo stir the angry emotions of the nobles, who possessed 
a fat living and were secure in the strength of their manpower. 
Hit in their turn by this severe move of the Governor, aimed at 
weakening their economic stability and reimbursing the State 
Treasury, the nobles as custodians of the militia protested. “It 
is wrong", replied one of the notables, who named himself as 
‘Abdullah ibn al-Jarüd al-'Abdi that this increase is the work 
of a miscreant and hypocrite, because it was approved and ratified 
by the Prince of the Believers ‘Abdul Malik and put into force by 
Bishr ibn Marwan, his brother’. The Governor having nothing 
to reply at the moment, threatened to cut the neck of the intruder?. 

But soon the question was raised with all its seriousness. 
Al-Hajjāj who had the mind to break the power of the overgrown” 
1. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. IT, P. 874. 

Ibn al-Athir, ‘Kamil’, Vol. IV, P. 309. 
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towns of Basra and Küfa, refused to accept the claims ofthe 
soldiers about their remunerations and Ibn al-Jārūd gave the same 
offending reply. His views werc shared by the other notables 
who met at his house. The principal among them were Al-Hudhail 
ibn ‘Imran al-Burjumi, ‘Abdullah ibn Hakim and Qutaiba ibn 
Muslim, the future conqueror of Transoxiana. They unanimously 
approved the words and disapprobations of Ibn al-Jariid. ‘We 
stand by you to support you, because this man will not rest until 
“he cancels the increase of our balance. Come, we pledge to you 
our Joyalty to expel him from ‘Irig. Later we will write to 
"Abdul Malik asking him to replace the Governor. If the Caliph 
refuses, we will depose him, but he will not refuse because he is 
afraid of us, as Jong as the Kharijites are not destroyed". Then 
the nobility and other respectable people who were in this army, 
took the oath in secret accepting Ibn al-Jürüd as their leader and 
pledged to help one another and defend mutually!. 

The revolt broke out on the morning in the month of Rabi‘, 
in the year 76 A.H. (July 695 A.D.). AH the soldiers of the 
army had rallied under the standard of Ibn al-Járüd. Nobody 
remained with the Governor cxcept his favourites and the inmates 
of his house. To add to his misfortunes, he was separated from 
his treasury and his arsenal by the Jines of the rebels. In this 
critical situation, Al-Hajjaj sent for the chief of the rebels to come 
and speak to him. ‘Who commands here’? shouted Ibn al-Jarid. 
“I absolutely refuse to. go there. . , Let him get away from us, charged 
with our blames and reprobation, otherwise we will attack him". 
To the threats that. A*yün, freed slave of Sa‘d ibn Abī-Waggās, 
addressed him, by the order of the Governor, the rebel leader 
said, *If you were noi a messenger, I would have killed you, O 
son of an infamous mother”! Then, on the signal of Ibn al-Jārūd, 
he was held by his shoulders thrown outside. Al-Hajjaj’s move 
to win back the rebels at this late hour proved abortive. 

The seditious forces marched in battle in his direction. Their 
design was to drive him away from their country and not to fight 
him. But the Governor did not oppose them nor take to fight. 

‘ The. rebels entered his tent and carried away his furniture and 
horses. The soldiers of Yemen kidnapped his first wife, who was 
the danghter of An-Nu‘miin ibn Bashir, and the soldiers of Mudar 
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side, but the» attempt failed like the first one. This apparent 
strength of the rebel leader soon gave way. 

Ibn alJàrüd who had failed to listen to the advice of 
Al-Ghadban equally failed to win over the other rebel leaders to 
his side. When a certain *Abbād ibn al Hugain al-Habatī visited his 
house. Ibn al-Járüd was holding secret discussions with Al-Hudhail 
ibn ‘Imran and ‘Abdullah ibn Hakim. ‘Abbad asked.them to allow 
him to join their confidential talk. ‘‘God forbid"! they said, 
“that a man of Banü al-Habat should be ever in our private talks”, 
‘Abbad offended at this disdain, went over to the camp of Al-Hajjāj, 
with hundred men. 

Whereas ibn al-Jārīd had failed to overcome clanish jealousies 
and internecine feuds, so native to the Arab mind, the clever 
Governor made good the Joss of the enemy and said to ‘Abbad, 
“I am not anxious about those who remain behind because you 
are no more with them". Soon after, Qutaiba ibn Muslim with 
his men also joined the army of Al-Hajjaj. During the night some 
other warriors also followed these examples’. One of the rebel 
chiefs, Misma‘ ibn Malik, repenting his fault, remained in the 
camp of Ibn al-Jariid and promised to help Al-Hajjaj. In the 
morning he lined his 6,000 soldiers ın a` battle array, “What side 
do you take"? asked Ibn al-Jartid struck by the fear of one 
Of his officers, “You missed the opportunity yesterday when 
Al-Ghadban said to you, ‘Eat the kid before it eats you’. Now it is 
too late to fight steadfastly"?. At these ‘words Ibn al-Jartid wore 
his armour and advanced towards the enemy. 

The right wing of Ibn al-Jarüd was commanded by Al-Hudhail 
ibn ‘Imran and the left by ‘Ubaidullah ibn-Ziyad. Al-Hajjaj placed 
Qutaiba Ibn Muslim on his right and Sa‘id ibn Aslam on -the left, 
He then addressed his troops and exhorted them to fight bravely. 
The attack of Ibn al-Jariid was so impetuous that at the first attack 
he crossed at the head of his companions the lines of the Governor. 
This was followed by a:bitter fighting which lasted for an hour, 
The rebel chief had the better hand so far, when a stray arrow 
killed him on the battlefield. The rebels were defeated. The 
fighting ended abruptly. 
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Immediately, Al-Hajjaj proclaimed safety for all except for 
Al-Hudhail ibn ‘Imran and ‘Abdullah ibn Hakim. He forbade his 
soldiers from pursuing the fugitives. The heads of Ibn al-Jārūd , 
and eighteen of his companions were sent to the camp of 
Al-Muhallab and exposed in the presence of the Khārijites, who had 
hoped'to take up the offensive, in view of the civil war among 
the enemy camp. The Governor of ‘Iraq also made some prisoners, 
among whom was the poet Al-Ghadban, who was later released 
by order of the Caliph ‘Abdul Malik. The revolt was” 
quelled. 

Al-Hajjāj's step in announcing the reduction of pay of the 
militia men, in face of the threat of Khirijites and his severe 
punishments perpetrated recently, was rather inopportune and 
untimely. It was nevertheless not thoughtless. The precipitous 
move, no doubt, almost cost him his life. And it was only because 
of his patient forbearance and perseverance shown in the course 
of the revolt that he made good his earlier precipitation. But 
he had succeeded in, breaking the community of the native forces 
against him and given a heavy blow to the power of the nobles, 
These feudal lords, he knew, were politically dangerous in as much 
as they were opposed to any move aimed at consolidation of | 
Umayyad rule in ‘Iraq. Al-Ķajjāj, who considered his personal 
security as an imperative measure to this far-sighted project, 
retained the balance of the pay of the soldiers and utilised it later 
on, we will see, in requisitioning the help of the Syrian forces 
against the Khārijites, in the first instance and in the long run for 
consolidating his personal strength against the recalcitrant forces 
within the country. The revolt of Ibn-Jārūd was in fact a blessing 
in disguise. j 


The Revolt of the Zanjs 


On his return to Basra Al-Hajjaj also quelled the revolt of 
the Zanjs—a wandering tribe coming from East Africa and mainly 
from the coast of Somaliland. Already at the end of the rule of 
Mus‘ab ibn az-Zubair, these foreign bands had settled in small numbers 
in the valley of the Buphrates around Basra. They sowed disorder 
everywhere and pillaged the orchards. Under the Government of 
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Khalid ibn ‘Abdullah, immediate successor of Mus‘ab, the Zanjs 
became more numerous and terrific. The people complained to 
the Governor of their molestations. Khalid collected an army to 
fight them and it was sufficient to disperse them. Those who fell 
into the hands of the Governor were executed and their bodies 
were hung on the gallows. 

During the revolt of Ibn al-Járüd, these plunderers were 
reunited in a great number in the valley of the Euphrates and put at 
their head a man called Rabah or more often Riyah “whose sur- 
name was Shair-Zanj, ic. “Lion of the Zanjs”. They renewed 
depredation and violence. 

After the death of Ibn al-Jārūd, Al-Hajjaj ordered the Chief 
of the police of Basra called Ziyad ibn ‘Amr, to send an army 
against “these dogs” so as to clear the plain of their presence. 
Ziyad gave the command of this expedition to his son Hafs, who 
was killed ina fight and whose forces took to flight, Another 
army entered the campaign under the command of Kuràz ibn 
Malik as-Salami. More fortunate than his predecessor, he dispers- 
ed the Zanjs, cut them into pieces and established peace and security 
in the neighbourhood of Basra in 76 A.H. (695 A.D.).. Al-Hajjaj 
had succeeded in warding off their danger and considerably reduced 
internal opposition against him. He was now more powerful than 
ever before. 


End of the Quarrel with Anas Ibn Mālik 


After Al-Hajjāj had triumphed over all these enemies, an 
old man dared to resist him and carried over him the same year 
a brilliant victory. This old man was Anas ibn Malik, old servant 
of the Prophet. and now the honourable citizen of Basra, where 
he had a big family and considerable wealth?, He had been branded 
at the orders of Al-Hajjaj, when the latter was Governor of Hijaz. 

Among the victims who had fallen a prey to the sword of 
Al-Hajjāj after the mutiny of Rustaqabadh, was ‘Abdullah son of 
Anas ibn Malik. AJ-Hajjaj, thinking this punishment as insufficient 
and perhaps in view of the earlier animosity, confiscated the 
property of the father The latter came to the Governor to protest 
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against his indiscreet action. “I don’t greet you”, said Al-Hajjaj 
to him, “I don’t wish you welcome, O son of the ignoble mother. 
O stray old man, versatile in seditions, sometimes partisan of 
Abü-Turab (‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib), sometimes of Ibn az-Zubair, 
sometimes of Ibn al-Jarid. By God! I shall cast off your skin 
like a stick stripped off its bark. J shall tie you as the thorny bush. 
J will eradicate you as they extort the gum’. “To whom is 
the Amir addressing these words”? asked Anas. “To you”, 
replied the Governor. “Then may God perish you”! replied 
Anast. 

Another tradition reported by Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi states that 
during the revolt of Ibn al-Jarüd, Al-Hajjaj had ordered Anas to 
join him in his campaign in order to help him, and that on the 
refusal of the old man, he had written to him a letter ful] of abuses 
and beaten him mercilessly. However, the two traditions are 
not contradictory. Al-Hajjaj in fact wanted to deter this religious 
scholar from his steady opposition to him and the punishment 
inflicted on him by the Governor was intended, it seems, to serve 
as an example to other religious leaders who had made common 
cause with the nobles and strengthened the hands of his 
enemy. 

In view of Al-Hajjaj’s attitude, Anas ibn Malik wrote a letter 
to the Caliph ‘Abdul Malik and complained bitterly of the disrespect 
shown to him by the Governor of ‘Iraq and the maltreatment to 
which he was subjected. The Caliph, who was greatly incensed 
wrote two letters, one to Anas and the other to Al-Hajjaj. He 
gave the two letters to a freed slave of. Banü Makhzüm. His name 
was Isma‘il ibn ‘Abdullah. Ismā'īl received the orders to leave 
immediately and deliver the letter first to Anas and to express fo 
him how grieviously the inhumanity of the Governor had touched 
the Prince of Believers and assure him that he would never be 
subjected to such cruel ordeals in the future. 

Ismā'ī] accomplished his work very cleverly. When he went 
to Anas ibn Malik, he advised him to make a reconciliation with 
the Governor. The old “Companion” read the letter of the Caliph 
and touched by the respect shown to him, he promised to follow 
the advice given by the messenger. 
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Ismā'īl then went to the Governor. The latter welcome him 
and said, ^I was really longing to sce you in this country which 
I govern" . “As for me”, replied Isma‘il, “1 would have preferred 
to see you and come to you in connection with a matter other 
than the one assigned to me". "What isit"?'asked Al-Hajjiüj. 
“You have annoyed the Caliph, who is very angry with you". 
Īsmāst then gave the letter of the Prince of Believers. Al Daun 
read it and while he was reading it, his face changed colour and 
became fiighfful; a cool sweat trickled down his forehead, “O 
son of the mother of Al-Hajjij’! wrote the Caliph, “You are a 
slave whose position is above his merit. You have grown proud 
in your clevation fo the extent of becoming presumptuous. You 
have crossed the limits of your power. O child of an abject 
woman! ! J will cut you to pieces as the lion cuts the fox. T shall 
stamp you so hardly that you will like to return to your mother’s 
womb. Have you forgotten the condition of your ancestors in 
the city of At-Tāf. where they carried stones on their backs, dug 
wells with their own hands in the valleys where they found springs ? 
Have you forgotten the baseness of your ancestors, their ignominy, 
their courage and character? The Prince of Believers has been 
informed of your behayiour full of boldness and audacity towards 
Anas ibn-Malik, 1 think you wanted to sound the Prince of 
Believers’ disposition towards him (Anas ibn Malik). You must 
know that he disapproves of such a cónduct and that you have 
become an object of horror for him (Caliph). If he has permitted 
you to act as you have done. you would be justified; but now he 
implores the malediction of God on you through the mouth of a 
servant with feeble sight. staggering feet and Jean eps". Then 
there were definite instructions for the Governor. “Honour this 
man and the members of his family. Recognise his rights and 
the servicesthat he rendered to the Apostle of God; don’t deprive 
him of anything he needs. And do not let the Prince of Believers 
Jearn that you have transgressed his orders concerning Anas in 
connection with the vencration and honour due to him because he 
(Prince of Believers) will send a man to bastinade you. to deprive 
you of your honour and thus effect the joy of your enemies, Let 
Anas return to his residence and offer your apology to him, that 
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"Certainly Bishr ibn Marwan felt aversion for you (May God have 
mercy on him!) and he had affected to show you that he could 
carry on without your services. But I, on the contrary, show it to 
you that J need you and in your turn, show me your ardour to fight 
your enemy. Kill, among the soldiers placed under your command, 
men whom you believe wili revolt; I will fight those under my 
Command. Define to me the place in ‘Iraq, where the protectors of 
the deserters of your army are refuged, for I am of the opinion 
that we should hold responsible friend for a friend and namesake 
for a namesake": 
Al-Muhailab replied to the Governor : 


EA lo ioo 3, sia fs] ello deoa a 
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“There are in my service submissive men. When men are secure of 
punishment, they don’t mind committing faults ; when they are 
disgusted to obtain pardon, they are driven to be infidels. Leave to 
me these men, whom you have called rebels. They are horsemen 
full of bravery and by their arms, I hope that God will vanquish 
the enemy”. 

These two ietters and the subseguent advice given by Al-Hajjāj 
from time to time to Al-Muhallab and the latter's operations against 
the Azragites will show how the two men differed in nature 
from each other: whereas Al-Hajjaj was convinced of the superior 
use of physical force often marked to the point of tyranny ; 
Al-Muhallab mitigated its brute effects by a human touch. 
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` The war against the Khārijites was resumed with vigourin 
the year 75 A.H. (694 A.D.). Aftera light resistance, the Azragites 
abandoned Ramahurmuz and encamped in their retreat in Sabir. 
‘Al-Muhallab, chief of the militia of Basra and Jbn-Mikhnaf who . 
commanded the Küfities reached the enemy in the month of 
Ramadan in the same year. In order to forestall any sudden 
attack, Al-Muhallab duga ditch around his camp. As to ‘Abdur 
Rahman ibn Mikhnaf, he obstinately. neglected this elementary 
measure of prudence ; and that in, spite of the repeated instances 
of the commander-in-chief (Al-Muhallab) who was afraid that a 
nocturnal attack might take place on the Küfities. However. after 
a day of combat, during which the troops of Al-Muhallab had the 
advantage, an Azragite chief Sālih ibn Mikhrāg, attacked at the 
: head of 4,000 men the camp of the EE Küfities at night, 
defeated them to flight!, 
` Informed of this disaster and in view ‘Abdur Rahman ibn 
“ Mikhnaf’s cold attitude towards Al-Muhallab, Al-Hajjàj wrote to 
the Governor of Isfahān 'Attāb ibn Wargā, to take over the com-  , 
mand of the forces of Küfa, who weie fighting the Azraqites. He 
ordered him at the same time to obey Al-Muhallab every time 
the needs of the campaign required, maintain the unity of the two, 
armies and always follow his advice. *Attüb ibn Warqa, although 
dissatisfied to be put: second in command, obeyed the Governor 
of ‘Irig. He knew that the decisions of Al-Hajjaj brooked no 
appeal. He arrived then in Sābūr, which was already occupied 
by Al-Muhallab in the month of Jumada in the year 76 A.H. 
(August 695 A.D.). The, Azragites still very powerful in Fāris, 
"were absolute masters of Kirmān?. ` 
MT d eg in a mountainous county without great, 
onsisted of small daily skirmishes without 
Se Se ee became impatient at the slow operations 
M E ae oe ae to Al-Muhallab ‘messenger 
au i P or his delay and ordering him to 
S undi e PI : enemies. _ Al-Hajjaj’ s anxiety for 
D e fight on this front is understandable 
ger with which he was faced at this time. 
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The Shurüt (another branch of the Khārijites) had started their 
Operations on the northern border of Kūfa and were intensifying 
their activities by making regular incursions on the Capital and 
threatening its security. Al-Hajjaj did not want that the two branches 
of the Khārijites, the Azragites and the Shurüt should at any 
time make common cause against him. He, therefore, desired 
Al-Muhallab to precipitate his action against the Azragites in view 
of this new threat from the North. Al-Hajjij was, therefore, 
compelled to treat this general with disdain and often threatened 
him with reproaches and menaces. To these threats AI-Muhallab 
replied with calm and dignity and continued to fight as it pleased 
him. Resembling a clever player of chess he liked to chase his 
enemies gradually till in their last. retrenchment they were exposed 
by an audacious action to an irreparable disaster. L 2 

The first messenger despatched towards Al-Muhallab, was 
Al-Barā' ibn Oabīsa. Re carried a letter in which Al-Hajjāj blamed 
his general for prolonging the war and raising Kharāj from the 
neighbouring country. He ordered Al-Muhallab to push his hosti- 
lities, to avoid excuses, untruths and all the causes of embarrass- 
ment, because he was not ready to tolerate them. The general 
received Al-Barà' and then in order to acquaint him with the 
nature of fighting in the mountainons country, made him climb a 
hillock, from where he could see the battle field. He (Al-Barā') 
saw the bloody fighting and at the end of the day expressed, “By 
God! J have never seen warriors like your children nor like your 
Arab horsemen; never did I see enemies more tenacious and 
intrepid than your adversaries’. Satisfied with this facet of his 
activities he had shown to Al-Bara’, Al-Muhallab further obliged 
the messenger with presents by giving him a sum of 10,000 dirhems. 
When Al-Bara’ went back to the Governor, he narrated what he 
had seen of the fight and exonerated the commander-in-chief 
Al-Muhallab. AJ Bara’ carried a letter from Al-Muhallab who 
protested against the charges of which he was the object, “Tf I 
had abstained from uprooting the Azraqites and chasing them from 
their positions, I would have deceived the Musalmans, and failed 
in my obligations to the Prince of Believers and showed disloyalty 
to the Amir (May God protect him!) May God protect me ofa 
design so criminal! May He protect me from serving him in this 
way! Greetings. 
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Al-Hajjaj who was not satisfied with the report of the first 
messenger, sent another messenger Al-Jarrah ibn ‘Abdullah im- 
mediately to the camp of Al-Muhallab on a similar mission ; “You 
collect the ‘Kharaj’ ", wrote Al-Hajjāj to the general, "on the 
pretext of meeting the needs of the army. You put yourself under 
Cover in the ietrenched camp and you delay the action with the 
enemy, although your armies are more powerful and your forces 
Tmoré numerous. It is not, I think, revolt or cowardice on your 
part but you seek to save your Jife and you find 1t more comfortable 
to leave your enemies to subsist rather than fight them. Attack 
them soon, or you disobey. Gieetings". At the arrival of the 
messenger Al-Muhallab again fought the. K hárijites, morning and 
evening for three days!. Al-Jarrāh ibn ‘Abdullah submitted a 
favourable report to Al-Ħajjāj and Al-Muhallab addressed the follow- 
ing note to the Governor of ‘Iraq: “I have received the letter in 


fore, Al-Jarrah. Greetings”? 

But Al-Hajjaj did not yield and he sent two messengers instead 
Of one Ordering the general to press his hostilities. One of the 
two messengers Ziyad ibn ‘Abdur Rahman who accompanied Habib, 
the Son of Al-Muhallab to the battle-field was fatally wounded, 
The other a Thagīfite returned to Al-Hajjaj full of admiration for 
the courage and prowess of Al-Muhallab and his sons?, Al-Hajjāj, 
it appears, was convinced of the tenacity of war and Al-Muhallab’s 
Operations against the enemy and did not, therefore, send any 
other messenger. He, however. hastened to Strengthen Al-Muhal- 
lab’s hands, 

‘Attab ibn Wargā, colleague of Al-Muhallab for the last eight 
months hād not resigned himself to Play a second fiddle to the 
Beneral: he rarely consulted his Superior. The Governor of ‘Traq 
recalled ‘Attab ibn Wargā and sent him to fight the Shurāt on the 
other front. Henceforth the command of all the army of Fāris was 
devolved on Al-Muhallab, Who appointed his son Habib at the 
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In the year 77 AH (696 A.D.) the Azragites,: amd 
„by Qatari. ‘ibn .al-Fuja'a, were. completely repulsed ‘in Kirman, i 
Al- -Muhallab: pursued them and occupied As-Sirjan, capital of: this" 
province and at Jast laid siege- to the important city, of Jiruft, . the: 
-last stronghold of their resistance*. l TA 
After many tenacious, fightings, Al-Muhallab had the. satis: 
faction fo, see factions break out among the ranks of the enemy: 
Three fourths of Qatari’s followers deserted him. and. instead, : 
invested the supreme authority in * Abd Rabb al-Kabir one of, thein. ` 
„Witness to a rupturē so desired, Al-Muhallab hastended' to. 
ihform Al-Hajjāj. Thé Governor, on learning of the.news wrote the. 
following note back to the General, “I have received" wrote he; “the: 
. letter in which you apprise me of the dissensions which divide- the; 
— Khürijites.. When this message reaches you, seize the opportunity 
and . attack them béfore they re-unite and resist you with morē:. 
formidable power. Greetings". “I don’t. find it opportune : to 
fight”, replied.Al-Muhallab, *as long as they do not kill thém-. 
selves and exterminate each other with. their own. hands. If they: 
destroy themselves. thus, this is what we want and this is hé. 
ruin ; df. on the contrary, they. reunite later, it will: only. be- after. 
: they, have weakened each other. Then, I shall attack them because’ 
they will be easier. to -be defeated. and less formidable , for: us. Zem : 
bēfore, if. such be the will of. God. Greetings”. "au E e 
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temporisations. This PEN the general contended E by reply- 
ing, “I have spared no effort. 

In the course of action between Al-Muhallab ‘and ‘Abd Rabb 
al-Kabir, the wildness of the fighters obliterated ‘the previous 
fury of the battles. ‘Abd Rabb was killed. Al-Muhallab occupied 
Jiruft. 

From this town, he sent immediately two messengers to 
Al-Hajjāj to inform him! of the death of ‘Abd Rabb al-Kabir and 
the annihilation of his party. These messengers were the poets 
Kach "bn Ma'dàn al-Ashqari and a certain Murra ibn Talid. Both 
of them belonged to the tribe of Azd to which Al-Muhallab 
belonged himself. 

“Are you a poet or an orator" ? asked Al-Hajjāj of the first: 
* Both", replied the messenger and he recited to the Governor ot 
‘Iriq a long ‘qasida’ in which he celebrated the heroic days of 
Ramahurmuz, Sabir and Jiruft. AI-Hajjàj then asked, “Give me 
news about the sons of Al-Muhallab"? '*Al-Mughirah is their 
chief horseman and their lord; Yazid is a fearless warrior, and 
that suffices his glory ; Qabisa is the best and the most generous 
among them, a brave man who does not blush to take the flight . 
before Mudrik ; ‘Abdul Malik is poison ‘mixed in water; Habib 
is sudden death in person; Muhammed is the lion of the forest 
and the audacity of. Al-Mufaddal has something to please you". 
Satisfied with the description of Al-Muhallab's sons, Al-Hajjāj 
said, "and in what condition did you leave the troops!^? **T'Ieft 
them in a good condition, having attained what they desired: and 
safe against what they feared’. “How did the sons of Al-Muhallab 
behave in your midst" ? “During the day they were the protectors 
of the flocks who grazed in liberty; during the night, they were 
horsemen who conducted surprise attacks". “Who is the bravest 
amongst them’? “They resemble a ring fixed in a moüld and the 
extremity of which one cannot distinguish". What "were your 
proceedings towards the enemy" ? We used to pardon the prisoners, 
when we captured them ; but ifthe-enemy resisted, we were help- 
less for their security. We used to take the offensive in the battles. 
The final success is for them who fear God", “But, how: did 
Qatari escape you” ? asked Al-Hajjaj. “We used the same strate- 
gems against him and we drove him to take the part we desired". 
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“Why did you not pursue him then”? “Because we preferred not 
to cross the frontier of the country assigned to us and then follow 
an army in the rout’. ‘How did Al-Muhallab treat you and 
what were your dispositions towards him” ? “He cared for us like 
a father and we had for him a filial love”. ‘Were the soldiers 
satisfied" ? “They enjoyed everywhere security and were surroun- 
ded by booty”. “Did you prepare these answers” ? “God who is 
Invisible alone knows”. . 

Al-Hajjaj, who was satisfied with the response to his detailed 
inquiry, thereafter, wrote to Al-Muhallab. prescribing him to leave 
in Kirmün a lieutenant of his choice and to come to ‘Iraq without 
delay. Al-Muhallab gave the Government of Kirmàn to his son 
Yazid and then left for Basra, where Al-Hajjaj met him. It was in 
the year 78 A.H. ` 

Al-Hajjaj, who showed himself so tenacious and often unrelent- 
ing towards Al-Muhallab during the war against the Khārijites, 
admired the prowess of the general after the victory. He received 
with great honour, affection and recognition, the vanquisher of 
the Azraqites. In a solemn assembly, he seated him by his side 
on the throne, saying to the people and the soldiers, “Inhabitants 
of ‘Iraq ! you are the slaves of Al-Muhallab"?, The latter assured 
Al-Hajjaj that he had wanted to conduct the hostilities more rapidly 
but that he could not resolve on this, because the best course was 
not that of precipitation. Al-Hajjaj, withholding his joy with 
difficulty, approved all, pardoned all. He requested the general 
to mention to him the warriors who had distinguished themselves 
by their beautiful exploits of arms. Al-Muhallab named them in 
order of merit, by starting with his eight children. “Jf anyone 
else", said he “had got over my sons in valour, I would have given 
him the preference but without any fear that] am committing any 
injustice against him, I put him in the last rank, "Your Gre: 
ferences are justifiable”, replied Al-Hajjaj. “You know their merits 
better because you were with these valiant men and I was far from 
them. They are assuredly amongst the defenders of the Faith”. 
After his children, Al-Muhallab mentioned his grandsons 
Ma‘n ibn al-Mughirah, then the intrepid Ar-Ruqdd and all the most 
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deserving warriors. Al-Hajjāj increased the pay of each of these 
brave men by 2,000 dirhems and in order to. complete the exciting 
emulation in the ranks of the victorious army, he classified in order 
of merit the tribes that formed it. And like a true admirer of 
courage and chivalry, Al-Hajjaj paid the honour where it was due, 


The Defeut of the Shurāt 


The Governor of ‘Iraq was inordinately busy during the years 
76 A.H. and 77 A.H. While he was watching from Kufa the 
movements of Al-Muhallab who was fighting the Khārijites, he had 
to fight another sect still more frightful. It was called the Shurat. 
The war against the Shurát was long and difficult. 

Salih ibn Musarrih, the Tamimite, who shared the heterodox 
opinions of Sufriyya®, was the first to take up arms at the head of 
this sect?. He and his devoted followers Shabib ibn Yazid, Suwaid 
ibn Sulaim al-Hindi and al-Batin had plotted to assassinate Caliph 
‘Abdul Malik at the time of the Hajj in 75 A.H. (694 A.D.). But 
the conspiracy was unearthed and the plotters fled to ‘Iraiq where 
Al-Hajjáj had just arrived. The Caliph then wrote to his servant 
to arrest them, The search for them remained without result. 
Salih Jeft Kufa and went further to the north’. 

Arriving in Dari in Mesopotamia and joined by Shabib, the 
two Kharijites raised the standard of revolt in the month of Safar 
in the year 76 A.H. (695 A.D.). Sàlih received the title of the 
Prince of the Believers®, 

Enlivened by their initial success in Mesopotamia against the 
Governor Muhammed ibn Marwan, the brother of the Caliph, 
Sàlih and Shabib arrived in the territory of Daskara ready to alight 
on the plains of ‘Iraq. ~ ; 

Al-Hajjaj, informed of their approach, sent against them the 
first army consisting of 3,000 Kūfites under the command of Al- 
Harith ibn ‘Umaira. They advanced in the direction of Daskara 
while Salih reached Al-Mudabbaj, a village.situated on the border 
of the province of Mausil and the vast territory called Jūkhā. 
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Salih met his peer with a contingent of 90 meh. Hārith command: 
ing thé centre of his army charged speedily. Salih was killed. 
Shabib escaped to a castle in the neighbourhood where his followers 
took the oath of loyalty to him and promised to raise him to the 
dignity of the Prince of the Believers!. 

In the evening of the same day Al-Hārith laid siege and set 
fire to the gate of the castle. Seeing their death, if they waited ' 
for the day, Shabib and his men soaked their blankets in water, 
threw them on the burning coals and jumped over them and attacked 
the enemy. The sleeping soldiers of Al-Harith awoke frightened 
and soon took to flight. They did not stop until they reached 
Madā'in. Shabīb occupied their camp on the 13th of Jumada 76 
A.H. Salih was avenged. This success encouraged the party of 
the rebels and they increased in strength every day. Shabib latter 
drove to the frontiers of the province of Mausil, made a tour in 
the mountains of Adharbaijān in the north-east and then left this 
area immediately to return to the territory of Daskara?. 

Discouraged by this initial defeat of a general who failed to 
foresee the manoeuvres of a clever enemy, Al-Hajjāj sent Sufyān 
ibn Abi’l ‘Aliya who was fighting the Prince of Tabaristàn. He 
ordered this general to establish his camp at Daskara and instructed 
him to commence his hostilities only after the arrival of the defeated 
troops now at Madā'in. At the same time, he ordered the army 
of Al-Hārith to join Sufyān at Daskara. Saura ibn Abjar, the 
Tamimite, who was commanding a contingent of 500 soldiers of 
Banu Manādhir. was also instructed to join Sufyān. Impatient to 
fight his enemy alone, Sufyān advanced before the arrival of. Saura,. 
or the soldiers from Mada’in and reached the foot of the mountains 
of Khānigīn. His soldiers were chased in an ambush and they 
took to flight in this panic. Sufyan, however, continued the fight 
and in the bitter combat lost his horse and fell on the ground 
badly wounded. One of his servants Ghuzwàn gave him his own, 
horse and while standing for his master as a rampart, made way 
for him to escape and save his life. Ghuzwàn was killed. Sufyān 
defeated, took refuge at Bābil Mahrūdh, from where he wrote a 
letter to Al-Hajjaj giving an account of his heroic fight. On reading 
this letter, Al-Hajjaj shouted, “Whosoever acts likewise and fights 
1. Tabart, 'Türikh', Vol. II, P. 892. 
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as a hero like Sufyin is worthy of praise”. And he wrote to him 
these few words, "You have given a great proof of your valour. 
You have done your duty. Return to your people when your 
sufferings are lighter. You will be compensated. Greetings". 

« While Al-Hajjaj encouraged a defeated hero, he never spared 
one who shirked in his duty. In anger he reprimanded Saura ibn 
Abjar, "O son of the mother of Saura! It did not behove you to 
transgress my orders and remain behind far from my army". And 
then ordered him to fight Shabib. The instructions to the general 
from the Amir enclosed the following advice on the art of conduct- 
ing war. “Show firmity in your command and set a snare on 
your enemies because the superior art of war lies in the well- 
combined strategems". Saura advanced to meet Shabīb who was 
encamped on the eastern bank of river Nahrawān. Saura left 
his camp one night and at the head of 300 men made a surprise 
attack on the enemy. Buf the Shurdt were well guarded and repuls- 
ed the move of Saura. The army of 'Irāg retreated to Mada’in. 
Shabīb withdrew, crossed Jūkhā and then went in the direction 
of Takrīt. Al-Hajjaj put Saura in prison for not using the strate- 
gems addressed in his letters to him (Saura) and instead making 
a night attack. Saura was, however, set at liberty later on?. 

After this shameful retreat, the Governor of ‘Iraq called 
Al-Jazl whose real name was ‘Uthman 1ībn Sa'īd and said to him: 
‘Make your preparations to go and fight these unbelievers and 
when you arrive before them, do not approach them with the 
precipitation of a cowaid. Don’t behave with the frightening 
timidity of a coward. Do you understand”? “Yes, I have under- 


> stood (God protect the Amir !)”, replied Al-Jazl. “In this case go 


and establish your camp at Dair ‘Abdur Rahman and wait for the 
arrival.of the troops”. “I implore the Amir (God protect him D^. 
said Al-Jazl, “not to send with me soldiers of the army which was 
dispersed and put tothe rout, because these soldiers are struck 
with terror and Iam afraid none of (hem will be useful either to 
your cause or to that of Musalmáns", *Your request is granted", 


.Teplied the.Governor, "because your opinion appeals to me excel- 


lently and is insphed by God Himself". Al-Jazl was put at the 
command of 4.000 men. He led them to Madà'in and then to 


2» 


“4. Tabart, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. Il, Pp. 896-898. 
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2, 000. chosen’ men, „One. evening Shabib. crossed the 
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fortified at the time, Al-Hajjaj preferred to withdraw to.his castle 
and in the period that he had between his arrival (noon) and hís 
rival’s (sunset) he busied himself in fortifying the castle. When 
the Kharijites approached the castle, their leader struck the gate 
with'his massive arms and hurled insults at Al-Hajjāj. They, then 
directed themselves towards the great mosque where they massacred 
several believers who were offering their prayers!. Ghazala had 
taken a vow, says Mas'udi, to offer her prayers at Küfa. Accom- 
panied by 70 Kharijites, she entered the mosque, recited with them 
the morning prayer and fulfilled her vom. . 

The band of Shurat continued their nocturnal brigandage 
and it was only after their departure that the Governor ordered 
his herald to make an appeal to the arms. ‘Uthmān ibn Qatan 
with his freed men-and his soldiers responded first to the appeal. 
Later the troops came from:all sides to spend the rest of the night 
beside the castle. The neat morning, Al-Hajjaj sent against the 
Khirijites an army of 6,000 men, divided in four columns each 
having at its head an Amir. Muhammed ibn Mūsā ibn Talha 
who had been appointed Governor of Sijistàn equally accepted the 
request of Al-Hajjaj to offer his services against Shabib. Mubammed 
ibn Misa was the fifth Amir. 

The Amirs now five in number, reunited their troops not 
far from Basra in the lower valley of the Euphrates where the 
Shuràt pursued their erring business. But Shabib, suddenly chang- 
ing the direction, went again towards the north-west on the side 
of Al-Qadisiyya. Al-Hajjaj recruited from Kufa another contingent 
of 1,800 horsemen under the command of Zahribn Qais and sent 
them to pursue the rebels. Shabib defeated the troops of Kufa 
and left the general for dead. The freshness of the morning awoke 
the latter, who had strength to drag himself to a neighbouring 
village, from where he was carried to Ktfa. When with his head 
wrapped in cotton, he appeared, some days later, before Al-Hajjaj. 
The Governor welcomed him with great respect and made him 
sit by his side on his throne and said io the men who were 
there : : 


Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol, If, P. 918, 
2. Mas‘iidi, ‘Muriij adh Dhahab’, Vol. II, P. 147. 
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*Let those, who desire to have the satisfaction to see one of the 
inhabitants of Heaven and a martyr walking among men, have a 
Jook of Zahr ibn Oais”!. Thus Al-Hajjaj did not miss any occasion 
to exalt courage, even though unfortunate. 

Encouraged by his success against Zahr ibn Qais, Shabib 
returned to fight the Amirs near Rüdhbür, about 24 'farasakhs" to 
the south of Kūfa. Al-Hajjàj gave the command of the forces to 
Za'idah ibn Qudáma, one of the Amirs. Qudàma was killed in 
the fighting and in the pell-mell of the flight, the Governor of 
Sijistin; Muhammed ibn Misa was also killed by Shabib. The 
unfortunate Governor never returned to see the beautiful province 
of Sijistàn?. 

The Shurāt wanted to march immediately to Kūfa but seeing 
that he had lost many men, Shabīb preferred to leave this city.' He 
resumed his adventurous course towards the north. 

Knowing that Shabīb would return very soon, Al-Hajjāj 
prepared for the defence of Madā'in which commanded the city 
and territory of Kūfa. He confided the defence of' Madā'in to 
the Governor, *"Uthmàn ibn Qatan amd sent an army of 6,000 men 
under the command of the famous ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammed 
` abn al-Ash'ath to the terrible enemy. But ‘Abdur Rahman had 
m his heart the incorrigible weakness of the inhabitants of ‘Iraq. 
Al-Hajjaj soon replaced him. He sent Al-Mutarrif ibn al-Mughirah 
ibn Shu‘ba, brother of ‘Urwah ibn al-Mughirah, to take charge of 
Madü'im as Governor and ordered *Uthmàn ibn Qatan to take up 
command against Shabīb*. 'Uthmān fought like a hero against 
the fury of the united Shurāt but fell fighting. As always the 
remnants of the defeated army fied to Kūfa ‘Abdur Rahmàn ibn 
al-Ash'ath, suspected of having secret relations, almost amicable, 


with: Shabib, lay hiding in the city until the Governor offered 
him sécurity. 
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It was with this sad defeat that Al-Hajjāj saw the year 


1. Tabarī, *Tārīkh', Vol. IT, Pp. 921-922. 
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triumph over the truth you possess. Bend the knees and with 
eyes fixed to the ground, welcome the cnemy on the points of your 
lances", The Syrians bent their knees as they were told and the 
lances suspended, "similar to a land full of black stones", they 
waited immobile!. 

The small army of Shabib was divided into three divisions 
commanded by him, by Suwaid and by Al-Muhallil ibn Wi'il. 
“Charge with your horsemen”, said first the chief Kharijite to 
Suwaid. The latter attacked the Syrian infantry, always immobile 
on its knees, But when it came to the point of lances, this 
infantry stood erect in a single leap face to face with the horses, 
striking with redoubled effort right before them, neither letting 
themselves penetrate nor reach. Suwaid had to retire. Al-Hajjāj. 
who was seated at a certain distance behind the lines of his soldiers 
shouted in order to encourage them, “It is good. Men who know 
how to hear and obey. Continue like this, Riding master, advance 
the seat”, and satisfied with the happy beginning, he came neat 
the Syrians to support them with his immediate presence. 

Al-Muhallil, by order of Shabib, attacked in his turn the 
Syrians but met the same fate. It is good, O Men who know 
how to hear and obey”, said Al-Hajjāj restored, “Continue like 
this. Rīding master, advance my seat”*, 

At last, Shabib threw himself on this earth full of black 
stones”, He fought long and also useless. He had met an equal, 
Desperate to cut the Syrian lines, Shabib said to Suwaid, “Conduct 
your cavalry against the defenders of this street. Perhaps you 
will be able to disperse them and reach Al-Hajjāj in the rear, 
while we attack him inthe face". Suwaid tried to carry out this 
turning movement but the missiles were raining from the house 
tops and moreover, as an extra defence for himself, Al-Hajjaj 
had guarded against any surprise attack by leaving behind him a 
contingent of 300 Syrians, commanded by ‘Urwah ibn al-Mughirah 
ibn Shu'ba. Suwaid was compelled to withdraw a second time. 
“O people of Islām”! shouted Shabīb witnessing this new failure, 
“we have bonght nothing other than God Himself and whoever 
makes this purchase will neither find the damages exorbitant nor 


the sufferings which come in His service. Be constant. Retake’ 
1. Tabari, “Tarikh’, Vol. IT, Pp. 958-959, 
2. «Tabarī, "Tārīkh', Vol, YT, P. 959, 
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the energy that you showed in the ierdie battles”:; : “Phen, Jie 
gathered all his companions for .a general attack.. FAl-Hajjājā on 
his part, said to his men: *Men who know how to” hear: ‘and: “obey, 
bear with firmity this furious attack and I swear by the. “Master ot 
the sky that nothing will separate us from victory”. : -They: "had 
arrived at the mosque that Shabib had improvised.. ^ AÍ-Hajjáj 
went to the roof with a score of archers to whom he ; Said; When, 
the enemy approaches, pierce them with your arrows’. “And from 
the height of this turret, he continued to direct the action till: the: end 
of the day". sg 
Amidst such attempts the two armies fought. Dne was A 
for a lost game and the other desperate for retaining the” standard 
of victory so far held. But inspite of desperate efforts thé ‘state 
of Shabib paled. Nevertheless, he refused to: admit. “defeat. ; 
Suddenly cries of victory, “Allah Akbar", resounded.i in. the plain 
and on the tops of the houses of Kūfa. The flames of a fire ‘were. 
added: to the immense clamour. Shabib turned out to look: him: 
self. He found red flames illuminating sinisterly-the night, coming 
from the camp. It was the work of Khalid ibn ‘Attab ibn Wargā;: 
who with the permission of Al-Hajjaj and with the help of. a.-band 
of Kufites, had repulsed the Khàrijite army and occupied suddenly 
the tents almost deserted by Shabib. Musād his brother, Ghazāla. 
his wife and Jahizah his mother were the victims of this unexpected. 
attack?. i eg VIP 
The chief of the Shurát and his companions, | defeated, . ‘ruined 
and exhausted, jumped on to their horses and for the first’ time. 
took to flight. The cavalry of Al-Hajjaj pursued - them., Shabib. 
remained the last to protect the retreat of his men, dismounting: 
from time to time, prostrating low and beating the. ground a à. 
sign of his distress and prayer. During this. period; Al- Hajjaj 
returned to.Kūfa. His success was splendid. vM D 
Far from the place of his defeat Shabib . recovered his Weg 
and returned to fight more than. orice... But. the odds: ‘against’ im 
, were heavy and the men. who .were loyal to him so far, started": 
breaking away. He made his last appearance in- E then 
returned. . towards Abwaz; . EE into Ass then. in, he. 
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out the’ heart. * Ačtotdītīģ: to the- ‘legend, ts heart; was as Temássod | 


: 83 Stone. "When" it “was! “thrown on the. ground, it sprang ‘to: the 


“height “ofa: mant.’ According to Maštūdī, ‘they opened: it’ 








found it enclosed ‘a heart of small size, round ‘like’ a "balli: “They 
- cleaned it and found in it a clot of blood? The exaggeration of 
the”two trāditions is self-evident. ME uh DRE 

‘Al-Hajjaj’s success over the Kharijites was — 
period of less than two. years he had hastēnēd tē: annihilate: “their 
power: This remarkable achievement - of the: Govērrior Was; ‘RO 
Iess*due to fact: that he possessed ' Tare military qualities: but. had 
equally acted with tact and prüdence' against à powerful : enemy: 
While he had patiently *wielded to harness the inhabitants. of Kifa 
against the terrific Shurat, he had equally confided his trust : dn 
the command of Al-Muhallab against. the Azragites ` Al- Hajjaj 
had evinced the virtues of a soldier on one front : and: “that à 
statesman on the other. We can uneguivocally assert: “that she 
acted im this two-fold: capacity of a soldier-statesmari at "his time: " 








Revolt of Al-Mutarrif Ibn al-Mughīrah . ie v 





Al-Hajjaj, who had just succeeded in warding off ` the danger 
of thé: Khārijites, was” -faced with another infernal “revolt. 
Al-Mutarrif ibn al-Mughirah, Governor of Mada’ in, challenged the 
absolute authority of the Governor of Trāg in an open. rebellion: 
He was, however, defeated and killed. ‘And the revolt was quelled: : 

"During the second ‘half of the year 77 A. Hz "Al-Hajjāj" "had 
still to fight"a: powerful enemy: dn the person of Al- Mütairif: ibn: 
al-Müghirah" ibn Shu'ba.' Áppointed by Al- Hajjāj: jas Govertior: of 
Madā'in, Al-Mūutarrif had the audacity to declare that" Jie: would. 
rule according to the principles of right and. justice and. protested 
against the despotic measures of the Governor. ` During thë: c WAE, 
with the Shurat he had entered into” a discussion with: the: “envoys” 
of Shiábib. He-could riot convince the’ Klhārijites. for. be convinced: 
himself, for several of their religious. and: ‘political: opinions. appēared' i 
to him ill-founded. * While disapproving’ their religious. proclivities, : 
Al-Mūtarrif, however; approved `` the^ actions < of: ‘their. „Ieāder ; 
and ‘admired äm "He "declārēd that hé ‘himself desired: to. shal e; 
the: poe of: ALHajar "amd ae ‘Abdul Malik. Then mua : 
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army reached the figure of 6,000 men!. 

Al-Mutarrif was afraid to face superior forces, When he 
came within close distance, he sent to his adversaries, an eloquent 
man, called Bakir ibn Hàrun al-Bajali. “Go”, said he to «his 
orator, *and in face of your enemies, call them in the name of 
Qur’an and the tradition of the Prophet. Reprimand them also 
for their detestable works” ! 

Mounted on a superb black horse, Bakir appeared before 
lines of *Adi ibn Wattād, Prefect of Rai, who was the general-in- 
chief. His high and resounding voice carried first some compli- 
ments to the enemy, and then he shouted, "Don't you know 
‘Abdul Malik ibn Marwan and Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf are two tyrants, ` 
two usurpers, who only obey their caprice, who welcome suspicions ` 
against their subjects and who only consult their anger to condemn 
them to death” ? “You are telling a lie, O enemy of God” ! replied 
the troops. *'They are not as you represent them", **Woe to you" ! 
replied Bakir?. 

As nothing substantial came out of the visit of the envoy 
to the enemy camp, Al-Mutarrif was compelled to fight His 
soldiers were put to the rout after a very fiery and long battle and 
he was killed. The victors sent his head to the Governor of ‘Iraq 
and the revolt ceased with the death of Al-Mutarrif in 77 A.H. 
(697 A.D.). 

Al-Hajjaj, as usual, showered presents on the men who had 
distinguished themselves in this expedition by their courage and . 
decapitated those who had rebelled against him. ' 

Thus at the end of the year 77 A.H. the powerful Governor 
had established peace in a province that was ripe for sedition two 
years earlier and was equally threatened bya strong enemy on 
its frontiers, In this period, Al-Hajjāj had subdued the refractory 
forces at home, established discipline in the army and defeated the 
Khārijites. He had also quelled the revolt of Al-Mutarrif. The 
absolute authority, that he enjoyed hereafter was challenged once 
again by ‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash‘ath, who almost cost Al-Hajjaj 
his political career. > 
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his warriors and made all his inheritors captive. “Nothing: more, 
nothing less". vem p 

The obedient lieutenant then left in e difectio "o “the 
north-east and engaged himself at the foot of the ‘slope of. the 
mountains, on which is built the city of Kabul. . At first: ‘everything 
went according to his desire and as Al- Hajjaj had ordered him. 4 
The invaders destroyed on their way castle and. fortresses. : “The: 
Turks slowly retreated everyday before the enemy. and”: det then 
enter the heart of their country making their. retreat ` “in “et turri: 
impossible, ‘Ubaidullah was assured of his success at every: with: 
drawal of the enemy, when one day his soldiers’ saw. with: “terror 
from the bottom of their groves that the heights and the: neighbour: 
ing passages were strongly. occupied by the. enemy. . “Any. attempt 
at invasion was futile. deer ai 

‘Ubaidullah was obliged to negotiate a’ “humiliating, peace. 
with Rutabil, to whom he promised 500,000 dithems; rec: of: 
his children as hostages and an amnesty as long as: he’ was: thé 
Governor of Sijistān ; all this on the only condition that, ‘Ubaidullah: 




















and conducted his soldiers to death. “Ubaidullah; Cen 
fallen in the hands of the. Turk, died of Een : 
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«I wanted to send against the Turks a powerful army to be recruit- 
ed at Kūfa and Basra but prior to that { preferred to take the 
advice of the Prince of the Believers on this subject. If he judges it 
appropriate that I have to make this recruitment, I will do it, 
If he does not consider it appropriate, I know well that the Prince 
of the Believers is liberal to dispose of his forces as he finds it fit. 
But I believe that if a powerful army is not sent immediately 
against Rutabil and his polytheist subjects, they may make them- 
selves master of all the neighbouring countries!. ‘Abdul Malik 
who understood the urgency of the matter and the danger to which 
Al-Hajjaj had alluded wrote to him : 


DA) äh 


“In this my advice is that you follow your own feeling in as much 
as 1t will be wise and inspired by God”*. 

Al-Hajjij decided to resume the expedition and nip the 
trouble in the bud. Ne put on foot one of the most beautiful 
armies of the period. It was the flower .of Iraq. It consisted of 
20,000 men of Küfa and as many of Basra. The Governor did 
not spare any measure to equip these warriors. He gave the 
soldiers in advance, a consolidated amount of their salary in the 
beautiful dirhem and yellow dinars that the Caliph and he had 
coined since 76 A.H. The health of the young men who were 
leaving was subjected to a severe medical examination, over which 
he presided himself. The *Kitāb al-Aghānī” gives the details 
about this examination. The recruitment of men completed, 
Al-Hajjāj made the inspection of horses and arms. He excluded 
unsparingly all the defective and sick horses and bad arms. He 
encouraged with his generosity the warriors who werc pointed to 
him for their bravery, also those who had the best equipment and 
the most beautiful horses. Two million dirhems were then distribut- 
ed, in addition, to the ordinary salary. This army ‘was called, 
“The Peacock army”, because of the martial allure and the elegance 
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and splendour of the warriors who composed it, < 

Al-Hajjāj, first gave the command of this army to ‘Utarid 
ibn ‘Umair, the Tamimite, who established his camp in Ahwaz; 
then he replaced this general by *Ubaidullàh ibn Hüjr. At last, 
changing his mind for the third time, he gave the command to 
‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammed ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Kindi, whose 
family originally from Yemen, belonged to the most DE 
Arab nobility. 

‘Abdur Rahman, son of Muhammed and grandson of 
Al-Ash‘ath is sometimes simply called Ibn al-Ash‘ath. He was 
in the beginning one of the favourites of Al-Hajjaj, receiving besides 
a large salary, rich presents from him. The intimacy“ between the 
two extended to matrimonial ties. Al-Hajjij, who did not neglect 
any means of ennobling his family, demanded and obtained for his 
son Muhammed, the hand of Maimiina, sister of ‘Abdur Rahmin. 
Unfortunately, the latter was a man very conceited, ostantatious 
and haughty. “I have never seen an Amir above me”, said he, 
His wounding arrogance and his short-lived pretentions turned 
the Viceroy of ‘Iraq against him. This coldness soon engendered 
into a reciprocal and incurable hatred. “I cannot see him”, said 
Al-Hajjàj, '*without feeling the desire to put him to death". One 
day during a reception, at the moment when ‘Abdur Rahman was 
entering the ball, he again said to one of the companions, “Look 
as he comes. How I have envied to cut his neck”. ‘Amir 
ash-Sha‘bi, in whose ears these words had fallen, reported them secret- 
ly to ‘Abdur Rahman, who replied, **My feelings towards Al-Hajjàj 
are the same and if God grants me life and to him also. I will 
neither have any peace nor rest, until J have uprooted him 
from power”, 

It was to this sworn enemy that the Viceroy of 'Īrāg gave 
the command of the army. The choice was controversial and 
thought inadvisable. The relative of ‘Abdur Rahman themselves 
were not only surprised but frightened at the appointment. Ismi'il 
ibn al-Ash'ath the paternal uncle of the new general said to 
al-Hajjaj in a meeting, "Do not put him at the head of this 
expedition, for I fear that he will revolt. When he has crossed 


1. Tabari, Türikh', Vol. Il, P. 1044. 
2. Baladhurt, *'Ansáb mos i 318. 


3. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. IT, P. 1 - 
Balādhurī, * > Ansāb er OD. 318-319. 


Siet ce i A ; A as Viceroy 












uw 


any Amir" a «Hei is very: afraid of me r onlie 
i not dare to revolt against: me ‘or payee abscond fr 


^ who: was. bs ‘nature, jealous d wwindictive’ i aie that 
- ‘Abdur Rahmān ibn al- Ash'ath had: some political! inderstanding 
; ae 





š with: Shabīb and had obstinately failed to. ptečipitate: action a 
«the Shurat leader inspite of -his repeated messages - “and. 


| AL -Hajjaj thought it an "opportune moment to give ā: trial to: the: 
strength ‘of, ‘his: personal enemy and, . therefore,: despatched: him: 
~ to: fight -a distant: enemy. Unfortunately this- move: of AL Doft 
j led him to an unforeseen crisis. ` d 
: : When "he . was. appointed Bub e Ec of the er 
7 donas force; against Rutabil, ‘Abdur Rahman invaded: 'Kabulistün.: 
„Rūtabil : “quickly” reassembled . an army but from the very ‘beginning 
he’ was forced to fight i in: Tetreat. Everyday he abandoned. a village: 
or fortress to *Abdur Rahman. The latter; after every new. conquest, 
sent. a. _tax-collector, escorted : iby arme detachmeiits; to, levy: the: 
tribute; «He. "established : his horsemen, “guards and. garrisons’. ;on 
the heights i in, the gorges and: equally established a régular service 
of posts: with the conquered towns. . These. were happy. 'beginnings.. 
; He; however, "did: not: pursue; ‘his movements right: jn. (e heart. 
S t rÉitory; . And: ‘when. he. Bad collected - much booty «and. 
"conquered: vast areas, “he: ‘came "back with the bulk of the army to. 
x Bust i án; Sijistan' ‘He. “had. hie. ánténtióri te take | rest: for: a “few. 
Qus de “and: then march: into- the enemy; 1 juniry in ithe: following: 








+ 









ában "Türk", "Vol. 3 P ds, 
JE EAshrat", T 32 





88 Al-Hajjāj Ibn Yūsuf 


man who loves peace, who looks for restin armistice, who uses 
caution towards an enemy little in numbers and despicable’. In 
the second letter, Al-Hajjij appeared to consent to a delay, He 
ordered the soldiers to till the land and settle in the country till 
God granted them complete victory. In the third letter, Al-Hajjaj 
reiterated his purpose, stated in the first message. He threatened 
to replace ‘Abdur Rahman by his brother Ishāg ibn Muhammed, 
if he failed to comply as desired?. 

When one considers the pains that Al-Hajjāj had taken, the 
sacrifices that he had made to send to the extreme border of the 
Muslim Empire an army so powerful, if one adds that he had also 
reinforced it by the contingents brought from Tabaristün, one 
can excuse his impatience at the delay of ‘Abdur Rahman. But, 
if he had waited a little longer, the pretentions of ‘Abdur Rahman, 
if really so, would have become more obvious. The blame, there- 
fore, for the revolt of ‘Abdur Rahman cannot be, under his 
precipitation, thrown altogether on the rebel general. Al-Hajjaj was 
also thus at fault, in inciting the arrogance of the commander-in- 
chief to break into an open revolt. 

‘Abdur Rahman in fact, was looking forward for such a 
provocation and now that he was offered the opportunity, he hasten- 
ed to utilise it. He communicated the message of Al-Hajjaj to 
to his brother Ishaq, threatening him under pain of death, to 
disclose its contents. Then he reassembled his forces and addressed 
them in these words : ‘Soldiers, you know it that I am a faithful and 
loyal adviser to you; itis only your good that I seek; it is for 
your interests, wherever they are involved, that I vouchsafe. 
Many amongst you, of whom I had sought advice, men full of 
experience and prudence, in matters of war, had approved my 
manner of conducting the campaign; they had induced me not to 
press on penetrating in the enemy country. Ihad written to your 
Amir Al-Hajjaj about it. However, he has in his replies treated 
me as a coward and incapable person. He orders us to push 
without any delay inside this enemy area, where your brothers met 
their death yesterday". ‘Abdur Rahmén who had rightly approach- 
ed his point of view, condescended to the soldiers with a little 
appraisal adding *As for me, I am only your equal; if you advance, 
I will advance ; if you stay, I will stay". He had hit the mark. 
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This clever speech produced the desired effect, the soldiers 
impelled, some by their hatred for Al-Hajjaj, others for fear of 
‘Abdur Rahman, rushed towards him and surrounded him, shouting, 
“We scorn the orders of the enemy of God. We do not wish to 
listen to him ; we do not want to obey him”. 

Taking the signal for revolt ‘Amir ibn Wāthila al-Kinānī 
orator and poet, spoke ina fiery speech, "Al-Hajjaj little cares 
to expose you to danger, by sending you, without any considera- 
tion, to an area full of gorges and ravines. If, in fact, you return 
victorious and Jaden with booty, he will devour himself the 
revenues of this country; he will take himself the money and use 
it to increase his power. If on the contrary, the Turks win, you 
will be the most detested enemies of Al-Hajjāj, who will not 
consider your sufferings and make you perish. Shake, therefore, 
the yoke of the enemy of God, Al-Hajjaj and take the oath of 
loyalty to ‘Abdur Rahman. ‘You are witness to the fact that I am 
the first to proclaim the dismissal of Al-Hajjaj”. ‘Yes, Yes”, 
cried the soldiers from all sides, “We also deny the enemy of 
God”. 

A third orator, ‘Abdul Mimin ibn Shabath, the Tamimite, 
commander of the guards of ‘Abdur Rahman assured that the 
intention of the Viceroy of 'Irāg was to keep them quartered 
indefinitely in these foreign regions, far from their families and 
their friends, “Take the oath of loyalty to your chief’, he shouted, 
“Then go and fight your enemy ; drive him out of your country”, 
“Yes we will goto ‘Iraq and drive out Al-Hajjüj, the enemy of 
God”, shouted the soldiers enthusiastically and pressing around 
‘Abdur Rahman, they took the oath of loyalty to him. They 
pronounced the revocation of Al-Hajjaj, promised to follow their 
general and support him with all their strength in order to drive 
the tyrant out of ‘Iraq and appoint another Governor in his place. 
No mention was made of ‘Abdul Malik at this time. These events 
took place in the year 81 A.H. (700 A.D.). 


Revolt of ‘Abdur Raļmān ibn al-Ash‘ath 


Al-Hajjaj, who had recently triumphed over his enemies, great 
and small, was busy in the day-to-day administration of the 
country when he received from ‘Abdur Rahman the Jetter in which 
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he announced his revolt. Al-Hajjàj, who had always suspected 
the intentions of ‘Abdur Rahman, had in fact, not expected him 
to fling a challenge at his authority in this flagrant way. He had 
wished ‘Abdur Rahman to spend his energy in fighting an external 
foe or die in the expedition. He had, therefore, not prepared 
himself to face him at home.  Al-Hajjáj's difficulties in countenanc- 
ing this personal enemy were all the more grave because of the 
administrative measures that he was undertaking at the time. These 
measures, although, fiscal and economic had, no doubt, their 
political repercussions. They hastened to augment the strength 
of his enemy against him. Al-Hajjij did not foresee these politi- 
cal effects at the moment and, therefore, felt greatly uneasy at the 
news of the revolt. He made an appeal to arms from the pulpit 
of Kūfa. At the same time he sent Sa‘id ibn Jubair to ‘Abdur 
Rahman with a message full of threats but the general remained 
unshakable. Moreover, he acted with such persuasion on the 
messenger, that the latter too deflected from his purpose. 

Before taking the route to *Irāg, *Abdur Rahman concluded 
a peace-treaty with Rutabil, who was till recently his enemy. By 
the terms of the treaty, the king of Kábülistan was to be exempted 
from the tribute so long as he was alive, if Al-Hajjàj was defeated ; 
if on the contrary, Al-Hajjàj was victorious, Rutabīl would give 
refuge to the fugitive and his companions in his country. He would 
protect the general with all his power!. 

Ibn al-Ash'ath had fortified his position in his rear and in 
order to make it more powerful and secure he invited the Governor 
of Khurāsān to join him. He was still in Sijistén, when he wrote à 
letter to Al-Muhallab to draw him to his side. But far from being 
shaken, the old warrior strongly condemned the project of his cousin 
and dissuaded him from shedding his country men’s blood. 

At the news of the revolt from ‘Abdur Rahman, Al-Muhallab 
wrote the following letter to Al-Hajjàj :— 
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“The inhabitants of ‘Iraq are marching against you. . These men 
at the beginning of their revolt are full of frenzy like the torrent 
falling from the mountains which cannot stop until it reaches the 
place of its rest: they yearn with ardour for their children and 
for their wives; and nothing is capable of stopping them until 
they are united with their kith and kin. Wait, therefore, and do 
not attack them, until they have returned to their hearths ; then, 
God will grant you victory". Al-Hajjaj did not appreciate the 
advice of the old warrior. He felt rather irritated at the message 


and shouted, alles Seal Jabs 41 Jab 
“May God doubly punish Al-Muhallab. These are not my interests 
he seeks but those of his cousin’!! And advised by the Syrian 
Amir, Sufyàn ibn al-Abrad, he chose wart, Al-Hajjaj, in fact, 
showed his prudence and sagacity in refusing to accept the advice 
of Al-Muhallab at this time. He could not undertake a risk so 
grave and allow the rebels to return to their homes and wait for 
their passions to cool down. The rebels, if given the chance, 
could equally get rid of him and undo his work in face of his 
passive behaviour, ‘Abdur Rahman had prepared them for such 
a bid. Al-Hajjaàj had wisely seen through the pretensions of his 
enemy. He had, in fact, never entrusted his personal security to 
any other person than to his master or to his Syrian compatriots. 
He, therefore, preferred to fight his enemy notwithstanding difficul: 
ties that faced him and prepared himself to stem the stream that 
rushed towards hum. 

, The forces of ‘Abdur Rahman started for Kufa, midst 
triumphal proclamations of poets and orators. ` 
"Because of the Thagīf two imposters came (into the world); 
the ancient who is dead and the new who 15 still alive”*, While 
ciossing Sijistān and Kirmān the iebel general] appointed his own 
lieutenants in the towns and seized the money that he found in 
the public treasury’, The discipline among his soldieis was not 
very stern and the moral of the troops was rather low. Thus 
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his counsel. We cannot, however, agree with Tabarī, that Al-Hajjāj + 
repented for not having followed the advice of Al-Muhallab. 
Al-Hajjaj, had already rejected that advice on substantially sound 
grounds. He could not repent over any advice which could have 
endangered his life and position and brought worse consequences 
in its wake. What A]-Hajjaj admired at this time in Al-Muhallab, 
was his personal quality of a soldier, that had withstood the ` 
attempts of the Azragites to foilhis action. There were always 
moments in Al-Hajjāj's life when he admired certain personal aspects 
of persons with whom he had disagreed at times or were equally 
his enemies. It was such a moment, when he opened the letter of 
Al-Muhallab and read it again. 

While on his retreat from Tustar, Al-Hajjaj was worried for 
a sum of a 'hundred thousand dirhems that he had brought 
for the needs of the war, he distributed the amount among the 
generals, apprising them that they would have to return it to the 
treasury. Al-Hajjàj always confided his trust in his subordinates 
and gave them opportunities to show that they couid be relied upon. 

Leaving the town of Basra, Al-Hajjaj went to establish his 
camp at Az-Zāwiya at the end of the month of Dhū'lhijja in the 
year 81 A.H. (February 701 A.D.). He left his cousin Al-Hakam 
ibn Ayyūb at Basra in the capacity of a lieutenant. The general 
of the rebels, in the meantime. entered the city without striking 
a blow and was welcomed as a liberator. All the inhabitants took 
the oath of loyalty to ‘Abdur Rahman and promised to help him 
in this holy war. The readers of the Our'ān were his most zealous 
followers. He was equally supported by the new Muslim converts. 
The reason for their support is singular enough. The son of 
Yusuf seeing from the reports of his commissioners, that the 
Jews and Christians embraced Islam to escape the Jizya and 
settled in the city. leaving the country side unproductive, ordered 
his administrators to send these farmers to their villages and to 
levy taxes on them as formerly. There was much lamentation 
among these villagers and these farmers who driven out of their 
homes, did not know where to seek refuge and wandered crying, 
“O Muhammed! O Muhammed”?! It is not, therefore, surprising 
that ‘Abdur Rahmän arriving under such circumstances, was receiv- 
ed, as a liberator of Basra. The readers of the Qur'ān equually 


1, Tabarī, *Tārīktv, Vol. II, Pp. 1062 and 1122. : 
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sympathised with these people who had embraced their faith and 
considered the administrative measures of Al-Hajjaj as anti-religious 
undertakings. ‘Abdur Rahman entered Basra on the 29th of the 
month of Dhu'l-hijja in 81 A.H. (February 101 A.D.). 

At the beginning of the year 82 A.H. (701 A.D.), the forces 
of Al-Hajjaj and ‘Abdur Rahman started fighting in the plain which 
extended between the two camps (Basra and Az-Zawiya). The 
great battle took place at the end of the month of Muharram 
(March 701 A.D.), The Syrians were overthrown by the rebels 
and they began to grumble against Al-Hajjaj saying, "O, that you 
had waited for the reinforcements from Syria” ! A detachment of 
‘Iriq entered Al-Hajjāj's camp, and approached his tents and 
fought with the people of his house. Al-Hajjaj whose position 
had never been so critical, feared that he was Jost; he bent on 
his knees for prayers; then drawing his sword he shouted, 


djk d Mone toy iot ue AA» dd 


“What an admirable man Mus‘ab was! What more beautiful 
death than his’?! Those who were fleeing around him understood 
the meaning of these words and the resolution implied therein, 
This was another instance when he admired his adversary, not for 
the cause he had upheld but for the end he had preferred. Mustab had 
preferred to die fighting than accept the security offered by ‘Abdul 
Malik. Al-Hajjàj equally resolved to die than abandon the battlefield. 
His men rallied under his orders to die with him, when the soldiers 
came running, carrying the news that the dauntless Sufyan ibn 
al-Abrad, commanding the right wing had put to the rout the 
greater part ofthe army of ‘Abdur Rahman by a vigorous charge 
of horseman. —Al-Hajjàj, would not believe anything of them : 
nevertheless it was true. When he yielded to the evidence, he 
prostrated himself to thank God*, Then according to a tradition 
reported by Tabari he made his herald shout at the fugitives, 
“There is no security for such and such”, and the herald cited the 
names of those who belonged to the nobility. The common people 
thinking that amnesty was for all save for this small number, 
came back but Al-Hajjaj did not say, “I give security to the mass 
1. Tabart, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, P. 1064. 
‘Aghani’, Vol. X, P. 111. 


2. Tabarī, "Tārīkh', Vol, II, Pp. 1064-1065. 
Balādhuri, **Ansāb al-Ashrāf', P, 345. 
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of men". Thus, when these unfortunate men had reassembled, he 
disarmed them and massacred them pitilessly. It is reported by 
the same source that they were 11,000. The fact is, however 
controversial. According to Aghani, Al-Hajjaj, when victorious 
stopped the slaughter and honoured all those who came back!; 
The latter evidence is acceptable for it fits with the usual practice 
of Al-Hajjaj, who granted security in such cases. The numerous 
hordes of *Irágian soldiers who returned to Küfa when sent against 
the Shurāt, had also been spared with disdain. Al-Hajjaj, in our 
opinion did not perpetrate any executions for obvious reasons. 
He had gained his end and could not retain it with bloodshed. 

Al-Hajjāj entered Basra and stopped in the house of 
Al-Muhallab. He prohibited the Syrians to dwell in the city*, 
In one of his speeches, after having congratulated them on their 
victory of Az-Zawiya, he said to them, 


doe n e eade ite ob po Letti 
Laatste pol o Rau IY iliud ced (Wa se 


“You will oppress no body and commit no exactions. Woe to 
you if it be brought to my notice that one of my soldiers has 
entered the house of a woman; he will receive no other punish- 
ment from me than that of the sword. JI am the most jealous 
son of the very jealous, who will never spare the suspects, who 
will never support the libertines?. Al-Hajjàj knew that the success 
of the army on the battle field depended on its moral discipline. 
And he always upheld that principle.! 

After his defeat, ‘Abdur Rahman, on the other hand, left 
for Küfa, with the soldiers who were from this city and also with 
the chosen cavalrymen from Basra. Like Basra, Kūfa received 
the rebel general with the same warm demonstrations of joy and 
sympathy. The discontented arrived every day to join the forces 
of ‘Abdur Rahman and thus helped to fill the void that the defeat: 


1. ‘Aghant’, Vol, X, P. 311. 

Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, P. 1066. 

Balādhurī, * 'Ansāb al-Ashraf’, P. 349. 

Balādhurī, ‘ °Ansab al-Ashraf’, P. 350. 
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of Az-Zāwiya bad made in the rebel army’. These were the men, 
it seems, who had iefused their homage to Al-Hajjāj and not laid 
down their arms. 

As to the position of Al-Hajjáj, it was still precarious inspite 
of the victory of Az-Züwiya and the reoccupation of Basra. His 
communications with Damascus from where he received his 
reinforcements were entirely cut off by Kufa, which was no longer 
occupied by him and by the impenetrable Syrian desert. He 
wanted to make an approach to the Caliph at any cost. There- 
fore, in the middle of the month of Safar of the same year 
(82 A.H. April, 701 A.D.) i.e. fifteen days after his entry into Basra, 
he appointed his cousin Ayytb ibn al-Hakam, commissioner of 
this city and taking the edge of the desert went rapidly to the 
north with his army®. ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammed read his 
intentions and sent against him a strong detachment of horsemen 
which did not cease to pursue the forces of Al-Hajjaj between 
Al-Udhaib and Al-Oādisiyya and pursued it with firmness and 
even prevented it from encamping. Fighting with rapidity and 
marching parallel towards the north, the two armies arrived in a 
vast plain. slightly undulated. where (hey (oof their positions. 
Al-Hajjāj established his camp in a narrow place called Dair Qurra ; 
‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-‘Abbis, who commanded the rebels at this 
time, posted himself in, a neighbouring village, called Dair 
al-Jamājim. ‘Abdur Rahmán 1bn Muhammed soon after left Kūfa 
to take up the command of his army. ‘‘Didn’t he see", said 
Al-Hajjaj later, “that the augurs were against hım, when I camped 
at Dair Qurra (Convent of Welfare) whilst he camped at Dair 
al-Jamājim (Convent of Skulls)"? ? 

The hatred and aversion of all the people of ‘Iraq for 
Al-Hajjaj, increased immeasurably the army of the rebels. It 
reached the figure of 100,000 men receiving a regular salary and 
this figure was almost doubled according to Tabari* by the strength 
of the freed slaves (Mawális) who had resorted to arms in order 
tó sustain the same cause, The revolt that had been started by 
*Abdür Rahmán ibn al-Ash‘ath as a military manoeuvre against 


1. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol, IT, P. 1071. 
*'Ansáb al-Ashraf’, P. 353. 
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Al-Hajjaj soon became a country-wide move aimed at foiling 
Al-Hajjaj’s attempt to consolidate his strength against the "Tráqians, 
Tt was not a mere ‘Mawali’ uprising. Jt was a conjoint effort of 
the people of ‘Iraq to defeat a stern and severe administrator. 
This was the second phase of the struggle, when the revolt of 
‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash‘ath turned into a regular war against 
Al-Hajjāj. 

Tn the interval while the two forces faced each other for a 
decisive fight, the chiefs of the Quraish and the Syrians counsellors 
and courtiers of ‘Abdul Malik at Damascus desired a peaceful 
settlement. They pressed the Caliph to start negotiations in this 
manner. “If the inhabitants of ‘Iriq only demand to be delivered 
of Al-Hajjāj”, said they to the Caliph, “It is an easier thing than 
to make war. In this case dismiss Al-Hajjaj because in this way 
you will sincerely win them over to your side, you will spare 
further shedding of blood on their part as well as ours”, 
‘Abdul Malik, who forgot for the moment that people were jealous 
of Al-Hajjaij, immediately called his brother Muhammed ibn Marwan, 
Governor of Mausil. The latter accompanied by ‘Abdullah son 
of the Caliph, was charged to return to ‘Iraq, to carry to the rebels 
proposals for peace. “If the ‘Traqians consented to Jay down their 
arms, Al-Hajjāj would be dismissed and leave ‘Iraq. The inhabi- 
tants of ‘Iraq would receive a fixed salary as the Syrians. 
‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammed would take refuge in a city of his 
choice in ‘Iriq; he would remain governor of this city, during 
his life. The new governor of ‘Iraq should be Muhammied ibn 
Marwan. If, on the contrary, these proposals were not received 
with the favour that they deserved, Al-Hajjàj would continue 
fighting the rebels with the son and brother of the Caliph under 
his orders". 

Al-Hajjàj could not receive a worse news than this. He was 
dismayed and when he learnt of the designs of ‘Abdul Malik, 
acting without consulting him, he wrote to the Caliph, “O the Prince 
of the Believers ! Be assured that if you grant my dismissal to the 
people of ‘Iraq, they will not take long to revolt against your 
authority and take up arms against you. Your concessions will 
have no result but increase their audacity against you. Has it 


1. Tabari, ‘Tartkh’, Vol. If, P. 1072. 
2. Tabari.'Tárikh' , Vol. II, Pp. 1073-1074. 3 
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Caliph. The question was, therefore, it seems, posed by Al-Hajjaj 
himself. 

After his defeat at Dair al-Jamajim, ‘Abdur Rahman ibn 
al-Ash‘ath encamped at Maskin with his shattered forces. After 
a stay of a month in Kūfa, Al-Hajjāj led his forces against hin. 
It was on the banks of the river Dujail, that the two sides fought 
the great battle. They fought for fifteen days when the commander 
of the vanguard of Al-Hajjāj was killed. This loss troubled the 
Viceroy but he exhorted his men to fight valiantly. The next day, 
the Syrians, however, faired no better. The illustrious Syrian 
general Sufyün ibn al-Abrad was put to the rout after a very severe 
fight. Al-Hajjàj was alarmed at this failure. By dint of his vigour 
and the help of ‘Abdul Malik ibn al-Muhallab, who was with him, 
he succeeded in rallying the dispersed cavalry in the plain. Then, 
taking the command of the troops himself, he led them to battle 
and attacked the rebels from all sides at the same time. This 
formidable shock confused the rebels who fought in retreat Jeaving 
several of their chiefs dead on the battlefield’. 

Nevertheless, they did not believe themselves to be defeated. 
Al-Hajjaj could not overtake them near the canals or the rivulets 
which cut the plain of Ahwaz. It was then that according to a 
tradition reported by Tabari?, that a native shepherd offeied his 
services to Al-Hajjāj and showed him a practicable way through 
the bushes and marshes. Al-Ħajjāj put on the march an army of 
4,000 Syrians and attacked the enemy in the middle of the night. 
The ‘Irāqians surrounded by the canals and not knowing where 
to flee, jumped into the water and were drowned?. And those who 
fought, perished entirely. The prisoners were slaughtered and 
‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash‘ath was defeated for the third time. 
He took to flight in the direction of Sijistin'. After a few more 
desertions from his camp, ‘Abdur Rahman took refuge at the court 
of the King of Kābūlistān. Al-Hajjāj's ttiumph over his enemy 
was complete. The people of ‘Iraq had failed to get rid of their 
inveterate enemy. Al-Hajjaj, thereafter 1einforced the Syrian 
forces. The ‘Traqite militia had to be content with the scanty 
pension and maintain the Syrians for it. To consolidate his 
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cases; he condemned them in masses. He sent to Basra the 
families of a great number of rebels and enclosed them in a castle 
which served as a prison. This castle was called for this purpose, 
"Castle of the Despatched’?. The ‘mawéalis’, who had formed a 
solid opposition to him together with the warriors and the readers 
of the Qur'an, suffered no Jess a better fate. Al-Hajjaj said to 
them: ‘You are miserable strangers and barbarians and it is 
better that you stay in your villages’. “Then he ordered them to 
return to their villages and in order to see that they remained 
where they were settled, he had the name of the village branded 
on their hand. 

Informed of these persecutions, the Caliph -Abdul Malik 
wrote to Al-Hajjaj, "The Prince of the Believers has learnt that 
you have shed waves of blood and squandered the treasure*. 
These are the two crimes that the Prince of the Believers cannot 
tolerate being committed by any person. The Prince orders you 
two things: moderation and vigour; he likes only obedience and 
abhors rebellion. Atleast, be convinced that the Prince of the 
Believers cannot accept a fault on your part. If God submits a 
nation to you, do not kill the people or commit crime or make 
them prisoners”. The Caliph added a few verses proclaming that 
he was "The only master”, and warned Al-Hajjaj "from trans- 
gressing his orders, otherwise tears would appear”*. e 

Al-Hajjaj addressed to the Caliph the following reply, “I 
have received the letter in which the Prince of the Believers has 
accused me of shedding much blood and squandering the booty. 
In fact I have not by punishing the rebels attained the measures of 
punishment which they deserved. J have only given to the faithful 
subjects the rewards which they deserved. However, if in killing 
these rebels I have been wasteful; if in rewarding these obedient 
subjects, 1 have surpassed my duties, the Prince of the Believers 
may pardon mc for the past and draw for me a limit, which J 
shall never trespass, if it pleases God. To God alone belongs 
power. In fact, | am not susceptible to penalty or pain of offence, . 
for the people have been victims of an error which either merits 


Baladhuri, ‘Futtih’, P. 355. : ` E 
This was the hint to the huge amount of money ALHajjaj spent on the 
construction of Wisit and the huge amount Al-Hajjaj spent by way of 
rewarding the services of the good soldiers. 
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ransom or of premeditated violence which draws repiisals. It is 
‘in your name I have rewarded; it is in your good that I have 
condemned. Of the two orders that you have addressed to me, 
- the swectest for me is a favour, the most rigid is a pain to my 
eyes ; Iam ready to execute the one with mildness and support 
the other with resignation". At the foot of his letter Al-Hajjaj 
added these verse :— 


ESTAS REEVUPS T PEETUET 
das 3m S dd la Š Jas 
dolaba Leoren aka] 
wlth abuti ERR lie lecht 
de alba Eech): ai gi skoti 
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TEE {Fd e A P 3 Uo Mom guid 
d JA AGO od d vos lloc ost 


“Jf J do not seek your satisfaction, if 1 do not fear your dissatis- 
faction, let all my days be exposed to misfortune. But for the 
Caliph, where can I find asylum for the eapiation of the faults 
committed ? 
I shall grant peace to the faithful followers to whom you have 
granted it. 
I shall withhold īt to whom you have refused I shall fight them. 
If Al-Hajjaj has committed any fault in your eyes, let the crying 
women be around him tomorrow morning ! 
If 1 do not attract to myself the generous friend who advised me, 
lf 1 do not punish the enemy who turns his sword against me, 
Who would then hope for my goodness? Or who would fear my 
Severity, when the events precipitate themselves in crowd? Place 
me within the limits of your favour and I shall not come out of it 
any more, so that the milk (favour) may come back to the donor 
(milker). Then letme act for Iam a faithful and devoted servant, 
whom experience has made wise", f 

These verses, adds Mas'üdi, are the best that we have from 
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Al-Hajjaj. When ‘Abdul Malik received this letter, he shouted, 
“Abti Muhammed (The Christian name of Al- Hajjàj fears my 
anger and never exposes himself to the reproaches that he detests”!, 
Evidently Al-Hajjaj, he knew, had routed the rebels and most 
effectively scattered the opposition to him. 


The Death of ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammed Ibn al-Ash ‘ath: and 
End of the Expedition against Rutabil 


After the sad desertion of his followers and party factions 
that divided his camp, as already narrated, ‘Abdur Rahman had 
returned to the court of Rutabil. But the existence of the chief 
rebel had always troubled the mind of Al-Hajjaj. He sent letters 
after letters to obtain his surrender. ‘‘Send him to me", wrote he to 
the king of Kabul, “otherwise, by God! I will tread the earth of 
your kingdom, with an army of one million men’”. 

Rutabil was not willing to violate his treaty with ‘Abdur 
Rahman but the terror of Al-Hajjaj compelled him to enter into 
a stipulation with him. Rutabil was exempted from tribute and 
there was to be no incursion for seven years, at the end of which 
period he would annually pay in kind, a sum of 900,000 dirhems. 
Under these conditions Rutabil accepted to deliver his host, ‘Abdur 
Rahman ibn Muhammed ibn al-Ash'ath?, 

Rutabil then siezed his host and his brother Al-Qasim. He 
chained them together with iron by their neck. The were conducted 
with several persons of their family to the nearest post on the Arab 
frontier. But ‘Abdur Rahman had resolved to save himself from 
the hands of his enemy. Reaching Ár-Rukhkbaj, which was still a 
town in the kingdom of Kabul, he threw himself from the height of 
a castle, dragging with him the guard who was with him and killed 
himself. The members of his family were decapitated and their 
heads with that of ‘Abdur Rahman were carried to the Viceroy of 
‘Trig in 85 A.H. (704 A.D.). - 

Al-Hajjāj had the head of ‘Abdur Rahman exhibited in all 
his provinces and then sent it to the caliph ‘Abdul Malik. The 
latter after a little thought, sent it to his brother ‘Abdul ‘Aziz, 
1. Mas'ūdī, -Murüj adh Dhabab', Vol III, Pp. 141- 142. ' 
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Governor of Egypt, where it was still shown around from city to 
city and finally buried. His head lay in Egypt and his body in 
Ar-Rukhkhaj!. 

Al-Hajjà had triumphed over an inveterate enemy, whose 
better fortune would have altered his prospects and probably ended 
the Umayyad rule in ‘Iraq. The mechanism of the inhabitants of 
‘Iraq had failed and the people of ‘Iraq recognised that it was 
impossible to separate Al-Hajjaj from ‘Abdul Malik. 


Al-Hajjaj and the Extension of the Fronties of the 
` Empire tonards the East 


The revolt of ‘Abdur Rahman was the last trouble Al-Ħajjāj 
had to subdue before he was assured internal peace in the province. 
Hencefourth, as virtual Viceroy of the eastern part of the Caliphate, 
he fortified his frontiers and extended the boundaries of the Empire 
towards the east. He did not accomplish this remarkable political 
feat by himself but the measures he took in this respect were in no 
way, less helpful. The armies that he sent to these far off regions, - 
and the advice that he offered to the generals selected by him from 
time to time, went a long way in making the enterprise, a successful 
accomplishment. 


Al-Hajjaj and the Extension of the Empire under 
‘Abdul Malik 


The most troubled spot to the Umayyads ever since Caliph 
, Mu'àwiyah's reign had been the Turks around the frontiers of 
Khurāsān. A group of small states without any central authority 
shared among themselves the vast plains on the banks of the river 
Oxus. When some of them consented to pay tribute to the Arabs, 
the others refused; the Muslim domination over this area was, 
therefore, intermittent and poorly assured and asa result, wars 
were continuous there: wars against the Turks who tried to 
recover their independence, wars against the Arabs, caused by the 
personal rivalries or by the old rancours of the tribes?, 

Al-Hajjaj had appointed Al-Muhallab, Governor of Khurasan 
in 79 A.H. (698 A.D.) and as Governor he had preserved the 
_ 1. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil, P. 154, 


‘Aghani’, Vol. II, P. 140 and Vol. X, P. 65. 
2. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, Pp. 832, 859 and 1022. 


i 


3 














broke out in his. army}, "He "ali learnt’ ‘of. ‘the’ sd ` 
son, Al-Mughirah, whom: he. : had -left as: lieutérian 
capital of Khurasin. The old: general, wept. like 
the death of this beloved : son.. 














withdrew?, 

On his route to Marw, Al-Muhallab siet hé. 
Mudar, who had aroused his suspicions. and for. this, “purpose, 
had chained them. “Tf. you were rightin putting them i in. prison 
wrote tlie Viceroy, from whom noting re Yo 
in freeing them ; 
at liberty, you ‘committed i in njustice,. 
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Al-Hajjāj as Viceror in 
a Visit to the court of Damascus in 84 AH. (703 A.D,), Al-Hajjaj 
met an old monk in a convent, “Do you know me"? asked 
Al-Hajjij af the monk. who was well versed in the knowledge of 
books “Yes. I have been told about you", replied the monk. 
“Do you know which countries 1 govern"? ^Y es", “Da you 
know who will mile after mo’? asked the Viceroy “A certain 
Yarid", "During my life or after me", "I ignore it", said the 
monk. “Could you describe this man to me”, asked Al-IIajjaj. “He 
is plotting a treason. I do not know anything more", Tabaī 
reports that this prospective prophecy of the old scholar left the 
Viceroy so scared that he marched uninterrupted for seven days 
and on reaching his castle wrote a letter to the Caliph ‘Abdul 
Malik requesting him to accept his resignation. **O son of ihe 
mother of Al-Hajjàj"! replied the Caliph, “I know your mind. 
You like to know what I think about vou By my life! | see, that 
there is a place for Naf ibn ‘Alqama: but do not think any more 
of your resignation, until God brings to us what He has iesorved 
for us"?. 

This reply did not calm the uncasy mind of the Viceroy, who 
fearing a treason, continually revived in his mind all the Yarids 
of the epoch and stopped finally at the young Governor of 
Khurásün. who was the most popular, the richest and the most 
valiant of the Yazids. Al-Hajjaj’s suspicions, we have seen, had 
been stirred when the young Governor had spared some of the 
ichels who had fought under ‘Abdur Ralimin ibn al-Ash‘ath, 
because they belonged to the race of the Yemenites. The visit of 
an old horseman of Al-Muhallab confirmed Af-Hajjāj in his 
apprehensions about Yazīd. Tell me about Yazīd", -asked 
AlHajaj The old horseman, whose name was Al-Khiyar ibn 
Sabrah, said, "He js cbedient and peaceful". "You are tellmg a 
lic. Tell me the truth". asked the unconvinced Viceroy. “By 
God! he is great and powerful. Ideclare that Yazid bas saddled 
his horse and will never bridle it", replied the frightened soldier. 
“Itis true’, said Al-Hajjaj. The Viceroy later on rewarded the 
old horseman and appointed him the Governor of ‘Uman3, This 
ancodote is equally supported by Aghant! and ibn Khallikan', 


Tabari, "Türikh', Vol. Il, P. 1138- 
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After the fall of Ibn al-Ash'ath, Yazid ibn al-Muhallab was 
the only dominant influence that reared its head against the power- 
ful Viceroy. The latter had reasons to suspect this young Governor. 
He had exercised clemency towards the captives of ‘Abdur Rahman 
ibn al-Ash‘ath. He had also deferred the order of the Viceroy 
to expel the rebel Qaisites who had settled in Tirmidh near Musa 
ibn ‘Abdullah, considering that as long as they were dangerous, 
Al-Hajjāj would let him alone and not replace him by a Qaisite. 
The son of Ytisuf invited Yazid to ‘Iraq repeatedly and every time 
the young Governor represented to his superior the perpetual ` 
threats of the Turks and the need to pursue hostility regularly and 
thus remained in his far away province!. 

Tired of his evasions, Al-Hajjáj ordered Yazid to invade 
Kharizm i.c. the strip of land which extends along the banks of 
the Oxus between the old city of Āmul and the Aral sea. But Yazīd 
who had begun to feel afraid of Al-Hajjāj replied, “This country 
contains little booty, O Amir and it produces ferocious dogs” ! 
“Leave there a lieutenant”. wrote Al-Hajjāj, "and come here” (Īrāg). 
Fearing the terror of Al-Hajjaj, Yazid replied, "T want to make 
an incursion on Khārizm”. "Don't do anything", replied Al-Hajjāj 
“Because you have said, Khārizm is an unprofitable area”. Yazīd 
who could tolerate neither the orders nor the offence of Al-Hajjaj, 
led an expedition to Khārizm. His men suffered disaster and 
most of them perished in the cold?. 

Al-Hajjaj wrote to the Caliph a letter in which he blamed - 
Yazid and the family of Al-Muhallab for their old attachment 
to the party of ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair’, “Ido not consider the 
submission of Al-Muhallab to the family of Az-Zubair as an act 
of dishonour”, replied the Caliph. “On the contrary”, he continu- 
ed, “I look upon it as a debt. The family of Al-Muhallab has 
equally contracted this debt towards me. Tt is ‘a pledge of its 
faithfulness”. But Al-Hajjaj, who had already decided to secure 
his end, persisted in his purpose. He blamed Yazid for his persis- 
tent disobedience and apprised the Caliph of the possibility of 
rebellion and treason from the son of Al-Muhallab. The Caliph 
tired, dismissed Yazid in 85 A.H. (704 A.D.). Al-Mufaddal, Yazid's 


1. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, P. 1143. 
2. Tabarī, *Tārīkh', Vol. II, P. 1143. i 
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brother, was appointed Governor of Khurasan’. 

Al-Mufaddal remained Governor of Khurāsān for nine 
months. During this period he continued the raids on his northern 
frontier. His most important conquest was Tirmidh, a forti- 
fied place on the Oxus and the neighbouring region. The place 
was governed by an adventurer Miisa ibn ‘Abdullah, who had 
acquired it by a happy coup before the death of Ibn az-Zubair 
and reigned there ever since. Musa ibn ‘Abdullah was killed and 
Tirmidh conquered in 85 A. H. (704 A. D.). Tirmidh opened its 
gates to the victors and Al-Mufaddal hastened to Al-Hajjāj ths 
result of the happy campaign ! “It is astonishing, the son of Bahla”! 
said Al-Hajjàj, surprised at this achievement, '"When I ordered 
him to kill Ibn Samura* (a Yemenite) he replied that he had given 
him asylum, and now he informs me that he has just killed Misa 
ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Khazim of the tribe of Ņais”? ! 

Caliph ‘Abdul Malik died on the 15th of the month of 
Shawwāl in the year 86 A.H. (8th October 705 A.D.) and was 
succeeded by his son Al-Walid. Caliph Al-Walid retained Al-Hajjaj 
as Viceroy of the Eastern Caliphate and Al-Hajjaj continued to 
extend the frontiers of the Umayyad Empire, in the east with ever 
more vigour and gusto. It was under the new Caliph that the 
Umayyad rule reached its glory and that Al-Hajjaj reaped the full 
benefits of his hard labour. At his request Al-Walid dismissed 
Al-Mufaddal ibn al-Muhallab and appointed Qutaiba ibn Muslim 
as Governor of Khurasin in 86 A.H. (705 A.D.). Al-Hajjaj put 
in prison, the same year, Yazid ibn al-Muhallab and dismissed his 
two brothers Habib, Governor of Kirmün and *Abdul Malik, com- 
mander of his own guard, It was the complete fall of the family 
of Al-Muhallab!. 

Al-Hajjaj ordered Qutaiba to continue the fight against the 
Turks and instructed him “to take them by guile add let them die”. 
Qutaiba followed the advice so well, that throughout his military 
carcer, he was never stopped by a scruple and tactfully betrayed 
his enemies*. i 

Qutaiba ibn Muslim crossed the river Oxus in the year 


Tabari, "Tarikh', Vol. T, Pp. 1141, 1143 and 1144. 

One of the Chiefs of the revolt of ‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash'ath, 
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86 A.H. (705 A.D.). The King of As-Saghāniyān soon brought to 
him presents and the golden key; several rebels of Tukhāristān 
equally agreed to pay ransom. Satisfied with these happy beginnings, 
Qutaiba turned to Marw leaving to his brother Salih ibn Muslim 
the charge of the army. He soon received from Al-Hajjāj this 
note, “During the raids, command the vanguard, on return remain 
at the rear-guard with the laggards”!. AJ-Hajjaj’s own experience: 
guided the general in his expeditions. 

The campaign in the following year 87 A.H. was directed 
against Baikand, arich commercial mart beyond the Oxus?. The 
Turks of Sughdiana and their allies, who had joined with them fo: 
the defence of the town, cut off the communications of Qutaiba 
For two months Al-Hajjaj had no news of the expedition; he 
prescribed public prayers not only in Wasit but in ail the mosques 
of the provinces’, At last Qutaiba was victorious and the inhabi- 
tants capitulated. 

In 88 A.H. (707 A.D.) Qutaiba ibn Muslim Jed the firs 
expedition against the kingdom of Bukharà but till the following 
year Qutaiba dispaired to occupy it. Al-Hajjaj was very dissatis 
fied at the failure and he addressed a message of reproach to hi 
general and asked him for the plan of the city of Bukhara. Then 
having received it and examined it, he gave to Quitaba instructions 
based on the plan of the works of defence‘. The Governor oi 
Khurasan resumed the campaign for the third time, in the year 9( 
A.H. (709 A.D.). He carried out the orders of AI.Hajjàj vigo 
rously and after a bitter fight put the enemy to rout. Bukhara 
was taken*. 

Inspite of the instructions of the Viceroy, Qutaiba returnec 
to Marw, with his army. When he arrived in this town, he wrote 
to Al-Hajjaj that the conquest of Bukhara was the work of his 
brother, Abdur Rahman ibn Muslim, whom he had sent at the 
head of the ‘Arabs. But a freed slave, who was present at the 
capture of Bukhara, told Al-Hajjaj the truth. The son of Yusul 
was struck with a terrific anger. He received with angry shouts 


1. Tabari, ‘Tarfkh’, Vol. U, P. 1181. 
2. Yāaūt, 'Mu'jam', Vol. I, P. 797. 
3. Balādhurī, ‘Futiih’, P. 420. 
Tabart, "Tárikh', Vol. 1I, P. 1186. 
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Al-Hajjaj as Viceroy 115 


a delegation of Tamimites sent by Qutaiba to speak in his favour 

‘and ordered for a barber. When this man entered with his scissors 
in hand, “Do you know”, said the Viceroy to the messenger, “What 
I am going to do? I am going to cut your tongue, if you refuse to 
tell the truth". The Tamimites ended by declaring that this conquest 
was the work of Qutaiba, the commander and his brother deputed 
by him. Al-Hajjaj’s temper cooled down'. Al-Hajjaj could not 
withstand family favours where truth was concerned. 

Qutaiba's treatment of the Turkish Prince Nizak, ruler of 
"Badhaghis? and Minister of the King of Tukháristan?, blurred the 
fair name of the valiant general and conqueror. Nīzak had been 
first an ally of Qutaiba! but seized with remorse at the spectacle of 
cruelty on his compatriots, he fled and from the heights of the 
defiles of Khulm, called upon his people to rally around him, in 
order to drive away the enemy. In the spring of 91 A.H. (710 
A.D.), Qutaiba captured Nizak by ruse and then put him in prison. 
On receiving the permission of Al-Hajjāj, Nizak was beheaded with 
700 of his campanions ; his body was suspended and his head was 
sent to Al-Hajjaj in 91 A.H. (710 A.D.)§. Al-Hajjaj felicitated 
himself for having chosen such a general “‘I sent Qutaiba young in 
experience”, said he, "but every time I lifted him à cubit, (length 
of arm from the elbow to the middle of tip of the middle finger) 
he has 1a1sed me a fathom (to a man's size)"5. 

On his return from Tukhāristān, Qutaiba destroyed the 
fortress of Shümàn, finally subjugated Kiss and Nasaf, burnt the 
town of Firyab, which was called since then “The Burnt”. At last 
laden with the booty of Sughdiana, he returned to Marw passing 
by Bukhara and Amul’, 

The following year 92 A.H. (711 A.D.) Qutabia ibn Muslim 
was also appointed Governor of Sijistàn. He marched againt Rutabil, 
but the latter promised to pay the tribute, he had stipulated with 
Al-Hajjij according to the treaty made with him seven years 
earlier’. Soon after the conquest of Kharizm, Qutaiba advanced 


1. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. 11, Pp. 1203-1204. 
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quickly | toward thé! big ‘and: nae city of: ‘Samar ai i l capi AD al ‘of 
Sughdiana and which was: the Queen. of: Trarisoxiana: , Qu : 
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to Dahir demanding the liberty of Arab captives. “I have no 
authority over the pirates, who have taken them”, wrote Dahir. 
Al-Hajjaj then sent Muhammed ibn al-Qasim against Daibul. 

The Viceroy of ‘Iraq put under the command of this general 
an army in which there were 6,000 Syrians. He supplied it with all 
sorts of equipments “even with thread and needle”. Baladhuri 
adds other curious details about the material supplied to these 
soldiers in order to show with what care Al-Hajjaij equipped his 
troops. He soaked well washed cotton in better vinegar, then, 
having left the cotton to dry under shade, he handed it over to 
the soldiers who were leaving. saying to them, “When you arrive 
in Sindh, if you cannot get vinegar, boil your food and cook your 
stew and prepare a meal of vegetable fish with water in which you 
will have soaked this cotton”. 

Muhammed ibn al-Qasim left ‘Iraq for India by land. When 
he arrived before Daibul, vessels came from the Persian gulf, which 
brought him arms, ammunitions and machines for the siege. 
Among these engines, they observed ‘al-‘Arous’, a giant catapult, 
equal to the force of 500 men. Muhammed and Al-Hajjàj were 
writing all the three days. The conqueror apprised the Viceroy of 
all the developments of war and received from him his advice on 
the manner of directing the operations. “Dress ‘al-‘Arous”. wrote 
one day Al-Hajjàj to his general, *and shorten its one leg. Place , 
the machine on the eastern side; then call the man incharge to 
handle it and order him to aim at the mast, whose description you 
have given". The mast of which Al-Hajjaj speaks here was the 
trunk of a huge palm which fluttered above the city as a palladium ; 
itwas hit and shattered. The general followed ihe instructions 
of the Amir and took the city by assault within three days, Then 
leaving a garrison of 4,000 men at Daibul, he went to take posses- 
sion of another city called Al-Birün, whose ferror-stricken inhabi- 
tants had already requested Al-Hajjaj for peace?. ` 

Muhammed went up the course of the Indus. He crossed 
Mahran in a bridge of boats and offered the battle to Dahir, who 
mistook the invaders and affected to ignore their presence. This 
presumption ruined him. Mounted on his elephant and escorted 
by the princes and vassals who were mounted on similar elephants, 
Dāhir fought bravely but was killed in the évening in the battle, in 
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Sagacity of the Viceroy of ‘Iraq who diverfed the turbulent and 
incessantly burstful passions of the Arabs to the splendours of the 
conquests beyond their own frontiers. This political move helped 
the son of Yusuf to keep them away from him and to make his 
Caliph the most fortunate of all the rulers of his dynasty. His contri- 
bution to the Arab conquest, which reached its apogee during the 
reign of Al-Walid I was splendid and remarkable. 


VI 
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AL-ŅAJJĀJ AS ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMER 


Guided by the interests of the state and the economic prosperity 
of the province, Al-Hajjaj aimed at establishing a highly centralised 
machinery in ‘Iraq and the neighbouring provinces under his control. 
As Governor of 'Irág and Viceroy of the Eastern Caliphate, he 
introduced a number of administrative reforms to effect this change. 
His achievements in this respect were epoch-making 

The situation on the arrival of Al-Hajjaj in ‘Iiaq in 75 A.H 
presented many difficulties The administration of the province 
under Bishr ibn Marwan was unstable and resurged with nomad 
anarchism and indiscipline Bishr, in fact, did not possess many of 
the qualifying virtues of his brother and the Caliph ‘Abdul Malik 
had, therefore, to remind him that it was his foremost duty to 
preserve the political integrity of the province’, threatened by the 
Kharijtes on the one hand and internal indiscipline on the other. 
But Bishr in his administrative ability lacked the initiative and 
energy required to cope with the situation. His death induced the 
Caliph to hand over the administration of the province to a strong 
man like Al-Hajjaj, whose very name invoked terror in hearts of 
his enemies. 

Al-Hajjaj arrived in ‘Iraq with a number of difficulties facing 
him. But without losing spirits, he set immediately to his work. 
While on the political level he defeated and discredited the opposi- 
tion of the Khsrijites, established discipline in the army and 
expanded the frontiers of the empire, he worked at home at 
establishing a highly centralised administrative machinery, with 
himself as the fountain-head of all control under the Caliph. 

As Viceroy of the Eastern Caliphate, Al-Hajjaj appointed the 
governors of the eastern provinces, i.e. Faris, Kirman Makran, 
Sindh, Sijistān, Khurāsān and Uman and recommended their 
dismissal to the Caliph, if he considered them unfit for the high 
dignity or if they failed to comply with his instructions. Al-Hajjaj 
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had the internal administration of the province equally under his 
control and appointed and dismissed the administrative officials 
tumself, right from the chief Shurta of the police to the Finance 
Secretary, who maintained the Fiscal Register. On his arrival in 
sĪrāg, Al-Hajjaj appointed ‘Abdur Rahman ibn ‘Ubaid, the 
‘Tamimite, as the Commissioner of Police for Kiifa and Basra’, 
Abii Burdah ibn Abi-Miisa al-Ash‘ari was appointed the Oādī of 
Küfa in 79 A.H. in place of Shuraih 1bn-al Hárith?. Zàdàn Farrükh 
ibn Bīra was his Financial Secretary. Al-Hajjāj equally appointed 
and dismissed military generals at his discretion. As administrative 
head Al-Hajjáj aimed at an efficient, honest and regular administra- 
tive machinary. He eapected from his subordinates integrity, 
conscientiousness and filial obedience. He looked m them for 
personal skill, honesty and functional excellence. Procrastination, 
hesitation and insincerity were strictly punishable by him. Honest 
men were happy under Al-Hajjaj while the easy going had no place 
with him. Jn order to strengthen the national unity of the Muslim 
State effected so far by the defeat of hostile and rebellious forces 
within the country, Al-Hajjaj introduced several administrative 
reforms, with à view to increase the central revenues of the state, 
improve the agricultural prosperity of the country, create a purely 
Arabic coinage system, regulate weight" and measures and effect a 
correct reading of the holy Qur’an. His administrative regulations in 
matters of coinage, weights measures and taxes were epoch-making. 
His achievements in this respect bore far-reaching results, for many 
of the measures introduced by him were either retained or revoked 
time and again after him and in many cases, long after his death, 
* Al-Hajjaj determined the politics of his country—it was only a 
question of for or against him}. 


4 REFORMS 
Currency Reforms 


Al-Hajjaj’s contribution in the creation of an Arabic 


comage system in 76 A.H. (695 A.D.) was of considerable signifi- 
cance. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
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In the pre-Islamic days, the Arabs were using Persian and 
Roman coins in Mecca and Arabia. Prophet Muhammed and his 
immediate successors made no change in the use of currency’. It 
was, however, Caliph ‘Umar, who first initiated the policy of 
striking some silver coins bearing Qur'ünic superscriptions. For 
the rest foreign coins remained in circulation. Caliph Mu‘awiyah 
struck gold and silver coins but his money was not accepted because 
il bore no cross on it. Mus‘ab ibn az-Zubair equally struck dirhems? 
bearing his brother ‘Abdullah’s name and so did his brother, but 
all these native coins in circulation so far were of mixed nature. 
Except for the fact that they bore some holy inscriptions or Arabic 
legends, they could not drive out the foreign coins out of value, 
neither replace them for a number of reasons and, therefore, the 
Persian and Greek coins held a preponderant place in the Arab 
world. It was only under ‘Abdul Malik that Arabic Money acquired 
confidence and began to be accepted for transaction and business. 
“It was only under the reign of ‘Abdul Malik that Muslim coinage 
acquired importance and became worthy of confidence for revenue, 
for weight and touch’. ‘Abdul Malik struck at Damascus in 74 
A.H. the first gold dinars which were purely Arabic?. 

The reason that compelled the Caliph to initiate this change 
is contained in a letter addressed by ‘Abdul Malik to Emperor 
Justinian IJ, in which he confirmed the Islamic custom of men- 
tioning the Prophet. The letter bore the date of Hijri and began 
with the words, “Say: He is the only God”. The Emperor was 
offended at this letter. He replied to the Caliph that if the affront 
was repeated, he, as a true Christian would inscribe insulting 
sentences on the imperial coins addressed to the pseudo-prophet 
and thus occasion ill-will towards the Caliphs’ coreligionists. 
These threats deeply injured ‘Abdul Malik, who on the advice of 
Khalid ibn Yazid ibn Mu‘dwiyah resolved to stop the circulation 
of the Roman coins and to strike money himself. Thereupon, he 
adopted a monetary system free of foreign inscriptions and coined 
golden and silver dirhems bearing religious legends’. 


1, GBalādhurī, 'Futūly, P. 466. 
2. Balādhurī, 'Futūly, Pp. 466 and 468. 
3. Balāīdhurī, 'Futūh', P. 467. 

Tabarī, "Türikh', Vol. II, P. 939. 

Ibn al-Athir, ‘Kamil’, Vol. VI, P. 337. 
4. Ibn al-Athir, ‘Kamil’, Vol. IV, P. 337. 
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The reasons that compelled ‘Abdul Malik to nationalise the 
coinage system were, we most remember, more political and 
religious than improvised ones. It was a part of the policy advoca- 
ted by Caliph and ‘Umar upheld by ‘Abdul Malik, the policy of 
Arabicization of the State and nationalisation of the institutions 
of administration machinery. The establishment of the Arabic 
coinage was a natural consequences of the consolidation of the 
Empire, effected through the massive hand of Al-Hajjaj ibn Yüsuf. 
The political consciousness that dawned upon the countrymen in 
the wake of all these political upheavals, induced them to accept 
the change as sound and workable. 

The first attempts at this great reform were made by Caliph 
‘Abdul Malik, who struck coins of gold (Dinar) at Damascus in 
the year 74 A.W. Al-Hajjaj followed the orders of his master and 
began to issue silver dirhems at the end of the year 75 A.H.?, But 
the coins did not assume real importance before 75 A.H. (695 A.D.), 
Al-Hajjaj also struck silver dirhems of the Sassanid type, from 
the year 80 A.H. to 83 A.H. The Governor of ‘Iraq had his name, 
*Al-Hajjāj ibn Yūsuf” engraved on them. They also bore sentences 
from the holy Qur’én such as “He is the only God, the Eternal 5, 
etc. The puritan Musalmans considered this use of the verses 
from the holy book as an iircligious measure of Al-Hajjāj, because 
such currency on which these inscriptions were made could fall- 
into the hands of the impious unbelievers. Anas ibn Malik the 
old servant of the Prophet as weli as the other pious believers 
never used this currency in their sales and purchases, They 
opposed, thus according to their power, the circulation of the new 
Coins), Their efferts proved, however, abortive, The coins of 
Al-Hajjaj, ‘Abdul Malik and his successors and especially those of 
his son. Hishàm remained in great vogue. The money of Banü 
Umayyah was considered the best even by the ‘Abbassid Caliphs: 
Al-Mansür did not accept any other currency for the payment of 
the taxes”. 

1. Balādhurī, Futūf”, P. 467. 
2. Balādhurī, Futūly, Pp. 466 and 468 
3. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, P. 939. 
Tbn al-A thir, *Kümil', Vol. IV, P. 337. 
Balādhurī, P. 468. ` 
4. Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘ ‘Iqd’, Vol. IH, P. 22. - 
H Ibn al-Athir, *Kümil, Vol, IV, P. 337. 
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Al-Hajjaj confined the issue of his silver money to a jew 
called Sumair and that is why the money issued in Iraq was called 
**As-Sumairiyyah”, money of sumair. Al-Hajjaj installed mints at 
Kūfa and later at Wāsit where he appointed his engravers. And 
in order to prevent counterfeiting of money or escape, he not only 
placed his workers under strict supervision but also marked their 
hand with a sea. He was not, however, the most terrible of the 
controllers. Under the rule of Hishim or of his successor Al- 
Walid II, each of the 100 men then employed at the mint received 
100 stripes for a default of a single grain (habba=0 gr. 053), 
making thus, we are told, 10,000 stripes for a grain. It goes to 
the credit of Al-Hajjaj that his mintage was held to be the purest?, 

The change in the system of coinage introduced by ‘Abdul 
Malik and perpetuated by his faithful servant Al-Hajjaj was, it is 
true, evolved gradually. The ancient system of coinage was not 
abandoned altogether for the Greek and Persian coins remained in 
circulation side by side with the Arabic. Nevertheless, 4 great 
national change had been introduced, which was sure to drive the 
other two out in the course of time. The change was effected 
slowly to avoid a great trouble of circulation but it was a great 
step forward, effected to bring a national revolution in the Arab 
life and culture. 


The Change of the Language for Fiscal Administration 


A second important step towards Ārabicization and nationali-' 
sation of the state under ‘Abdul Malik and Al-Walid was the change 
of the language of administration from Greek to Arabic in Syria 
and from Persian to Arabic in ‘Iraq and the Eastern Provinces. 
Arabic, the language of the Beduins was not considered rich for 
administrative purposes. The administrative personnels were also 
mostly non-Arabs, Greek in the West, Persians in the East and 
Copis in Egypt. Most of these administrative officials were non- 
Muslims. It was due to the intellectual genius of Al-Hajjaj that 
a great novel eaperiment was initiated to bring about administrative 
uniformity in the country. It was the translation of the register of 
Finance of Sawād and the rest of ‘Iraq from Persian into Arabic. 
Balādhurī, gives the following account of the circumstances which 


1. Baladhurt, ‘Futth’, P. 468. 
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led Al-Haiiaj to effect this change. The secretary of the Governor 
in this section of the finance department was a Persian called Zādān 
Parrükh ibn Bira, The latter had for his assistant Salih ibn ‘Abdur 
Rahmin, freed slave of Bana Tamin. Salih knew Arabic and Persian 
very well, He had the good fortune to be introduced to Al-Hajjāj 
through Zādān Furrūkh and was considered a capable person. “You 
have introduced me io the Amir", said Salih to his benefactor, 
“and I see that he has found me acceptable, and J am sure that he 
will give me preference at your expense", said Sálib, feeling a little 
clated. at his meeting. "Don't imagine that", replied Zādān 
Farrükh. “The Amir needs me more than he needs you, because 
he has no other person except me to keep his account”. “But, by 
God"! replied Salih, "I could, if I liked to translate the account 
book into Arabic”. ‘Translate then a line that 1 may sec", said 
Zādān Farrūkh. Sālih did it and Zādān Farrūkh shouted, *"But 
youare sick! You are sick" ! And Züdan then instructed Salih to 
feign sickness. to see whether he had really attracted Al-Hajjaj. 
Salih did as he was directed and Al-Hajjaj on learning of his sick- 
ness, sent his own physician to Salih. The Physician did not 
discover any symptom of mental illness and Zadain was obliged to 
take back his assistant. 

In the wars connected with the revolt of ‘Abdur Rahman ibn 
Muhammed ibn al-Ashtath, Zādān Farrūkh was killed at Basra 
by a rebel soldier and in his place the Governor of ‘Iraq took Salih 
as secretary or “Chief of the counting house". Then learning of 
the conversation which had taken place between Salih and Zaidan 
Farrūkh, Al-Hajjaj assigned Salih to translate the register of 
faxation. into Arabic, The son of Zādān Farrūkh who was also 
employed. in the ministry of finance then said to Salih, “How 
will you translate *dahwiya' and 'shashwiya' ? “1 will write ‘ushr’ 
wa nisf ‘ushr’ {tenth and half-tenth)", “And how will you translate 
wid Y? “J will write aidan for al-wid, meaning excess, surplus”. 
“Then may God eaterminate thy race on the earth, O you, who 
has destroyed the Persian language from its roots”! shouted 

Mardanshah. Dissatisfied and jealous. the Persian tried to bribe 
Salih : they offered him a sum of 100.000 dirhems so that he should 
declare himself incapable of executing the work and that it might 


i. Baladhurci, ‘Fatah’, P, 300 
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be given up. Salih refused their offers. And Al-Hajjaj having 
summoned him to account for the delay in the translation of the 
register of finances, soon had the satisfaction of reading it in 
Arabic. ‘Abdul Hamid ibn Yahya, the secretary of Marwan ibn 
Muhammed used to say, “What a man Salih was and what services 
he has rendered to the secretaries’?! Salih accomplished the work 
in 87 A.H. and earned the gratitude of his countrymen. But he 
met with a very tragic end under Yazid Il, The Diwan of Syria 
was translated into Arabic by Sulaiman ibn Sa‘d by the orders of 
‘Abdul Malik and the Diwan of Egypt by Ibn Yarbu‘ al-Faziri. 
Thus all the records of the Government were translated into Arabic 
and the language of Arabic became the medium of administration 
throughout the Muslim Empire. The change inspired national 
cohesion and solidarity. The step was part of a  well-planned 
policy of Arabiciazation and effected to bring about a great national 
change in the life of the people. The credit of initiating the plan 
goes to Al-Hajjāj. 


Revenue Administration and Agricultural Prosperity 


The area between the Euphrates and the Tigris was a! one 
time the most prosperous and the richest. But with the advance 
of the party politics and feuds into which the province had 
gradually plunged itself since the time of caliph ‘Uthman and 
the subsequent decay and disorder into which it fell, the agricultural 
prosperity of the province had been greatly reduced. Al-Hajjaj 
took practical steps to increase the revenues of the state. Hc 
gave equal care to agriculture. We know the name of one of the 
directors of Al-Hajjaàj who was appointed in this branch of 
administration. He was  'Ubaid ibn Abi'IMukhàriqg. In an 
anecdote reported by Mas'üdi, this person is represented as trembl- 
ing, because he was afraid; he had not satisfied Al-Hajjaj who 
was as severe to his civil employees as he wasto the Amirs of 
the army?. . 

Al-Hajjāj used three important measures to bring about agri- 
cultural prosperity in the valleys of the Tigris, and the Euphrates ~ 
and there by increased the state revenues. S 


1. Baladhurt, ‘Futtih’, Pp. 300-301. 
2. Mas'üdi, 'Murüj adh Dhahab', Vol. III, P. 154. 
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Raising the Taxes 


The subject people under the Muslim laws were obliged to 
pay a two-fold taxation-the Kharaj (half of the produce) to the 
state on the Jands left to them for cultivation and the ‘jizya’ as a 
poll-tax. Jizya’ was, in fact, a capitation tax. Those who embraced 
Islám were exempted from the poll-tax but they continued ío pay 
ihe Kharāj to the public treasury. In order to escape from such 
obligations, the new converts left their fields and villages and settled 
in the cities and joined the wars of ‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash‘ath 
under the name of ‘maula’. The desertion of these country people 
led to a two-fold loss to the state treasury. Jn the first instance, 
their mass conversions reduced considerably the state revenues. 
Secondly, the converts who joined the army received a state subsidy. 

In order to make up the state loss, Al-Hajjaj compelled the 
new converts, to return to their villages to cultivate their lands and 
had their names sealed on their hand. They were also compelled 
lo pay the Kharāj to the treasury as it was claimed from the 
non-Muslims. Al-Hajjaj also exacted 'jizya” from the new converts 
to Islim and there upon, Abdul Malik wrote to his brother 
‘Abdul-‘Aziz ordering him to levy the same taxes in Egypt! 
Al-Hajjaj’s taxation policy caused considerable ill-will] among the 
converts particularly the ‘mawali?, who often made political game 
out of it, by joining Al-Hajjaj’s enemies. 


Improved Cultivation and bette: Iri igation 


The second measure taken by Al-Hajjāj was to bring under 
cultivation certain parts of Sawād, which is the most fertile part 
of the valley of the Tigris and the Euphrates. Alrcady in the reign 
of Mu'awiyah, ‘Abdullah 1bn Darráj, freed slave of the Caliph had 
been charged fo collect taxes in ‘Iraq. ‘Abdullah ibn Darraj had 
obtained a vast area of Jand in the swamps and its produce 
amounted fo 15 million dirhems. ‘Abdullah had the reeds which 
covered these swamps cut and he held back the water with the help 
of dikes, and barriers that he constructed?. Under Caliph Al-Walid 


1, 'Mas'üdi, *Murüij adh Dhahab', Vol. I, Pp. 103-104. 
Balādhuri, *Futüh', P. 200. 
2. Mas'üdi, *Murüj adh Dhahab', Vol. I, Pp. 103-104. 
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Standardisation of Weights and Measures 


The credit of standardisation of weights and measures also 
goes to Al-Hajjaj. He severely preserved the equitability in the 
market transactions and saw that the merchants and shop-keepers 
did not eaploit the poor customers. 

The Arab historians generally affirm that the situation of 
‘Iraq did not regain its ancient prosperity inspite of these measures 
of Al-Hajjaj and that the state revenues from taxes, between the Tigris 
and the Euphrates, did not become better. They go to the extent 
of saying that after the death of Al-Hajjaj, the situation in ‘Iraq 
was the most miserable. But one cannot hesitate to admit that 
these opinions of the historians are attributed in a spirit of hostility 
and in the nature of the reforms undertaken by Al-Hajjāj and 
their subsequent outcome, such comments and critical observations 
do not represent the condition of the country rightly. One must 
accept them with reservation, for one cannot fail observing that 
the political descendants of Al-Hajjāj returned to his administrative 
measures moire than once and if they failed to reap the full benefits 
of his measures, it was not the fault of the man who had succesfully 
iniroduced them but it was their personal incapacity that failed to 
grasp their full significance and practical application. 


Foundation of Wasit 


The city of Wāsit was founded by Al-Hajjāj in 83 A.H. 
The construction of the new capital was completed in 86 A.H. 
It was built on the old town of Wāsit al-Oasab in Kaskar on the 
west bank of the river Tigris. It commanded a central position in 
the entire "Irág and the main object of the Governor in founding 
the new city was to prevent future aggression and opposition to 
him. It became the seat of the Government of 'Irüq and the 
principal military cantonment for the Syrians. 
The city of Wāsit was founded by Al-Hajjāj in 83 A.H. (702 
A.D.). Balādhurī” states that it was founded in 83 or 84 A.H. 
Abü'l Fidü? states that the foundation stone of the city was Jaid in 
1. Tabari, "Tārīkh', Vol. TI, P. 1306. 
Balidhuri, *Futüh', Pp. 64 and 66. 
2. *Futüh', P. 290, 
3. "Taqwim al-Buldan’, Pp. 54 and 306. 
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Al-Hajjaj spent 43,000,000 dirhems on the construction of 
his palace, the great mosque and the ramparts of the castle. Salih 
ibn ‘Abdur Rahman, his secretary told him that if ‘Abdul Malik 
demanded an account of these expenses, he would be angry at this 
wastage. The greatest fear of Al-Hajjaj was to lose the favour of 
the Caliph. Advised by his secretary, the Viceroy ear-marked 
34,000,000 as the expenses of war and 9,000,000 only for the 
construction of the building of Wasit!, 

When Al-Hajjāj had constructed this city he informed the 
Caliph in these words “I have chosen for myself a city in the 
stomach (kirsh) of the region situated between the mountain and 
the two capitals (Basra and Kūfa) and called it Wasit". The 
original expression used by Al-Hajjāj gave to the citizens of Wāsit 
the surname of ‘Kirshiyytin’ (inhabitants of the stomach)*. 

: When Al-Hajjàj did not need the services of the Nabateens 
i.e. the native, who had helped him in the construction of the city, 
Al-Hajjàj ordered them to go away. They cannot be authorised to 
‘live in my city, said he, for they will corrupt it'"?. And he popu- 

~ lated it with the Syrians and alien families. A great number of 
Turks who had been deported from Bukhārā after the earlier 
expeditions or had freely migrated to Basra were inhabited by 
Al-Hajjaj in Wasit, side by side with his favourities, the Syrians‘. 
; Al-Hajjaj who was jealous by nature could not withstand 
another construction equal to his new city. He, therefore, demo- 

. lished the palace of Ziyād ibn Abihi at Basra and then asked the 
experts to give their opinion about the new city. One day, while 
seated in the interior court, he asked a person of his court **How 
do you find this cupola”? Nothing more beautiful has been 
constructed before our period”, replied the courtiers in chorus’. 

Yaqut narrates an interesting incident. One day when 
Al-Hajjàj was in his sitting room, a servant came to inform him that 
one of-the young girls of the harem, for whom he had much 
affection was possessed. Al-Hajjaj called from Küfa a certain 
‘Abdullah ibn Hilal, who was known as the friend of the devil. 
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2. -Balàdhuri, *Futüh', P. 290, i 

Yüqüt, *Mu*janr, Vol. IV. Pp. 883 and 886. 

3. Yaqtit, ‘Mu‘jam’; Vol, IV, P. 886. 

4. Balādhuri, Futūh”, P. 349. 

*, Balüdhuri, *Futüp', P. 349, 
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This man came and cured the patient. “My friend”, said 
Al-Hajjaj who appeared to be superstitious at the time, “I fear that 
this castle is haunted"! *1 will use a recipe which will drive out 
what you are afraid of”, replied ‘Abdullah ibn Hilal in return. 
After three days ‘Abdullah ibn Hilal came again carrying a heavy 
earthern jar, which was sealed. ‘‘O Amir”, said he, “if you want 
to purge this castle, then you will have to bury this jar in the 
centre of this building and you will not have such a disagreeable 
thing in the castle again". ‘What is the proof of all what you are 
saying, O Ibn Hilal”? asked Al-Hajjaj, *'The' Amir should order 
ten of his most robust companions to lift this jar one after the 
other, they will not be able to do so”. “By the order of Al-Hajjāj 
the assistants of the Amīr tried in vain. Al-Hajjāj then took a 
mat which was before him, passed itin the handie of the jar and 
said, “In the name of the merciful and kind God! Certainly, your 
master is the God, Who has created the heaven and the earth in 
six days". And at the same time, he put his two feet on the dias, 
held the jar by the mat and lifted it. After putting it on the 
ground he thought for a moment with his head bent and said in an 
angry tone, “Take your jar and go back”. **Why" ? asked ‘Abdullah, 
"This castle will be ruined one day after my death”. said Al-Hajjāj, 
“Another person will live in it and some worker while digging will 
find this jar and say, **May God curse Al-Hajjaj who undertook 
nothing except with the help of sorcery”! The friend of the devil 
took his jar and went away’. Al-Hajjaj who: had dissipated faith 
in superstition on many early occasions equally belied it today. 
A rationalist as he was he could not believe in sorcery or witchcraft. 
Al-Hajjaj was equally interested in the agricultural prosperity 
of Wāsit. As the adjacent territory around the new capital was 
unfertile, he dug two canals for irrigation and gave them the name 
Nil and Zab. The land around was reclaimed for cultivation in 
this way. There were also important farms that ‘Abdullah ibn 
Darràj, freed slave of Mu'üwiyah had exploited near Wāsit to the 
advantage of the Caliph. These farms were now unproductive and 
covered with marshes and bushes. Al-Hajjaj got the reeds cleared 
and build dikes to stop the floods of the Tigris. Then, by his 
order these lands were cultivated in the interest of the state”. +. 


A 


1. Yiügüt, Mu'jam', Vol. IV, P. 885. : 
2. Yāgūt, 'Mu'janr, Vol. IV, P. 883. 
Balüdhuri, *Futüb', P. 290, 
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the humilating peace with Rutabil, Al-Hajjàj looked to the Caliph 
for advice and expressed his desire to send against Rutabil a 
powerful army to be recruited at Küfa and Basra. * Abdul Malik 
wrote, ^In this my advice is that you follow your own feeling in as 
much as it will be wise and inspired by Gad", 

The Caliph could at no time spare to lose the services of 
his faithful servant. On Al-Hajjüjs request for resignation, the 
Caliph wrote, “But do not think of your resignation any more, 
till God Himself brings to us, what He is reserving us for”. Again 
he wrote to him on another occasion, “You are for me a Sālim”. 
Al-Hajjaj did not understand what the Caliph implied and wrote 
10 Qutaiba ibn Muslim seeking the explanation of the words. “This 
Salim", wrote Outaiba, "was a slave whose master had a great 
esteem for him arid as they used to tell him many bad things:about 
this servant", replied he: “They want to alienate Salim from my 
person, but it is I who will alienate them. As long as there is flesh 
between his nose and his eye, Sālim will be intact". *Abdul Malik 
then desired to say; **You are as dear to me as Sálim was to his 
master". This explanation of Qutaiba ibn Muslim pleased Al-Hajjaj 
so much says Mas'üdi, that he appointed him Governor 
of Khurāsān*. 

‘Abdul Malik loved to discuss political terms with Al-Hajjaj. 
He asked him in a letter, the definition of revolt: ‘The revolt”, 
replied Al-Hajjaj, “grows in secret talks, reaps in the midst of 
wailing and is only crushed at the expense of great perils”. The 
Caliph appreciated the reply and wrote: Your response is perfect 
and the definition excellent”. 4 

It is not that the Caliph always expressed his satisfaction at 
Al-Hajjaj’s works, he offen disapproved of his actions. There 
were occasions when Al-Hajjáj committed grave mistakes and . 
evinced the irascibility of his temperament. On such occasions the 
Caliph expressed his remonstrances and served as a restraining 
influence on the vassal. When ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubair fled to 
Damascus after ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubair's death, Al-Hajjàj requested 
the Caliph to send ‘Urwah to him, so that he might recover his 
brother’s money from him. The Caliph refused to concede to 
, 1. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, P. 1043. 

^ *"Ansáb al-Ashraf', P. 318. t 
2. Mastūdī, 'Muruj adh Dhahab’, Vol. IN, P, 127. D 
3, Mas'üdi, *Murüj adh Dhahab’, Vol. JII, P, 126 
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Yon ‘Abd Rabbihi has conserved for us another very severe 
letter in Which the Caliph accused Al-Hajjàj of ingratitude- and 
cruelty. He blamed him for the disorder in the province and made 
him understand that he would one day repent all his mischiefs. 
Al-Hajjij "replied that^ he was put down by the accusers and tried 
to explain and justify his severity and his manner of rule. Then he 
added humbly as he always did, that he would leave his faith to 
the decision of *Abdul-Malik!, 

Ai another time, the Caliph wrote to the Governor of Irāg 
censuring his prodigality. “It has come to the notice of the Prince 
of the Believers, that you spend in a day, what he spends in a week ; 
in a week what he spends in a year. "This is contrary to justice and 
righteousness, O Al-Hajjaj! I recommend to you the fear of God 
in all circumstances ; humiliate yourself before the menance of 


: God, your Master. Increase the Kharaj and the booty of the 


^ 


»2 


Musalmüns ; be for them a protector and an invincible fortress 
Al-Hajjāj accepted the advice of his master and replied, “I haves 
received from the Caliph the covers which enclose written and 
rolled papers. Amongst them is a letter where mildness, cruelty 
and advice are mixed ; the counsels arc profitable to a man gifted 
with intelligence", 

Al-Hajjaj always remained faithful and showed unshakable 
obedience and loyalty to his master under all remonstrances and 
threats, however, underserving they were at times. He was never 
diffident in the fulfilment of his master’s orders and as a result 
enjoyed considerable power and control. He found a pleasure in 
serving his master and feared his displeasure. 


x SSIs Shall _oe idols 


“If I do not seek your satisfaction, if I do not fear your dissatisfac- 
tion, let all my days be exposed to danger’!! wrote Al-Hajjaj to 
the Caliph after the battle of Dair al-Jamājim. He was always 
desirous to be advised and saved from the extremes of his temper 
which often verged on. the brink of barbaric cruelty, He could 
never think of losing the favours of his master. 


“1. * qd al-Farid’, Vol. 10, P. 9. 
72. Balidhuri, ‘Ansab al-Ashraf’, P. 217. 
Mas'‘idi, ‘Muriij adh Dhahab’, Vol. III, P. 179. > 
3. Balādhurī,* 'Ansīb aAshrāf', P. 217. i 
4. Mas'idi, 'Murüj adh Dhahab', Vol. III, Pp. 178-180. 
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“Place me within the limits of thy Favour and I shall not come 
out of it any more, so that the milk (favour) may come back to the 
donor (milker)". Al-Ħajjāj confessed unhesitatingly his faults to 
his master but prayed to be allowed to retain the honours he had 
won with the sweat of his brow for he was loyal and trustworthy. 
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“Then let me act, for I ama faithful and devoted servant whom 
experience has made wise", 

Al-Hajjaj equally gave advice to the Caliph. When ‘Abdul- 
Malik swayed away by the advice of his courtiers at Damascus, 
agreed to revoke his faithful ‘servant’? if ‘Abdur Rahman ibn 
al-Ash‘ath agreed to submit to the terms of peace offered through 
the brother and son of the Caliph, Al-Hajjaj wrote to his master : 
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**O Prince of the Believers ! Be assured that if you grant by dismissal 
to the people of ‘Iraq, they will not take long to revolt against 
your authority and take up arms against you. Your concessions 
will have no result but increase their audacity against you”. He 
then cited the example of Caliph 'Uthman yielding to his opponents 
who finally assassinated him. But ‘Abdul Malik had decided for 
once, to sacrifice his faithful servant rather than win or lose with 
him. He overrode his advice. But the negotiations with ‘Abdur 
Rahman ibn al-Ash‘ath failed and war was resumed with 
the rebel. E 
SULLO LU eel ` | 


“Jt js for you that I} wage the war. My power is your power"? 
said Al-Hajjāj to the messengers who had brought-the happy jew 
of the failure of the negotiations. Al-Hajjaj had re-affirmed his 
faith in the representative nature of his position, uttered the first 


1. Mastūdī, Murūj', Vol. III, Pp. UH 
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time when he had ordered the tents of Rauh ibn Zinba‘ to be burnt 
and said to the Caliph ‘Abdul Malik : 


BA El Säll 


"My hand is thy hand ; my whip is thine”!. Al-Hajjāj then fought 
his inveterate enemy who had almost cost him his political career 
and routed his forces at Dair al-Jamājim. He had retained his 
faith in the filial fulfilment of his duties. It was a rare example 
of servile obedience faithfully honoured. 

Al-Hajjaj convictions in the supremacy of his master amounted 
almost to a spiritual faith in his sacredness. One day he learnt 
that ‘Abdul Malik had sneezed. ‘I came to know” he wrote to the 
ruler, “that the Prince of the Believers had taken a sonorous sneeze, 
to which several courtiers replied, ‘May God bless you’! Then the 
Prince of the Believers replied, ‘May God grant us His pardon’! May 
it have pleased Heaven that I had found myself among them ! T 
would have deserved the most magnificent reward (Paradise)? ! 

Al-Hajjàj paid several visits to the court of Damascus. At 
one of the interviews with his master at Damascus, the conversa- 
tion covered the various regions of the Muslim world and 
particularly the cities of Basra and Kūfa. Among those present, 
some preferred Kūfa because of its climate, agreeable water and 
its sweet fruits; others exalted Basra for being more commercial, 
more rich in sugar, ivory, teakwood and warriors. Al-Hajjaj went 
near the reality and said : 


BLES Moldy PU etal A oo E Pe giai 
kuro Pāli» 


“As far as Basra is concerned it is an old lady with grey hair full 
of hideous and offensive breath but adorned with ornaments and 
decoration of all kinds. Asto Knfa it is a young, beautiful and 
charming girl, who is not adoined with any ornament and decora- 
tion". *Abdul Malik concluded by saying that he accepted the 
statement of the Viceroy of *Iraq and gave his preference to Kufa?. 


1. Ibn Khallikan, Vol. I, Pp. 173-174. 

2. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil', P. 294. 

3. Ibn Fagih, ‘Kitab al-Buldan’, P. 163. 
Mas'üdi , *Murtj', Vol, 1, P. 159, 
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of which the son of Yusuf was the interested instructor!. 

‘Abdul ‘Aziz, for the good fortune of Al-Hajjaj died in 
Cairo, on the Ist Jumādā in 85 A,H. (May 705 A.D.). The Caliph, 
thereafter nominated his son Al-Walid as his immediate successor. 
declaring that tlie successor of Al-Walid would be Prince Sulaimān, 
one of his other sons. The choice of the caliph was announced 
in the provinces and the people took the oath of loyalty to the 
two princes, Once more death served to fulfil Al-Hajjaj’s wishes, 
who saw all his enemies descend successively to the grave. 

The next year, Al-Hajjaj was grieved to lose his best friend 
and supporter. Caliph ‘Abdul Malik died on the 15th Shawwāl 
in 86 A.H. (8th October, 705 A.D.), at Damascus. Al-Hajjaj 
pronounced the funeral oration of his benefactor in the mosque 
of Wasit.? 
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“Then came he who 1s remembered well (‘Abdul Malik) over you as 
your ruler ; who was tested by the affairs; made wise by ordeals 
with a knowledge of divine Jaw recitation of the Qur'an, courage 
and charity towards the righteous, the depressed and also the 
deviators. He was one ofthe four caliphs who were followers of 
the right path. 


> Al-Ifojjāj's Relations with Al-Walid 


4 


After the death of Caliph ‘Abdul Malik in 86 A.H. (705 A.D.), 
Al-Walid ascended the throne, Caliph Al-Walid respected the last 
wishes of his father. who had recommended his faithful ‘servant’ 
* to his sons in the following words, “Honour Al-Hajjaj, for he has 
paved the way to the throne’*, Al-Walid retained Al-Hajjaj in 
service during his reign, gave him a free hand to govern and even 
in his own sphere of government took his advice and consulted 
1. Tabarī, "Tarikh', Vol. IT, P. 1167. 

“*Ansab al-Ashráf?, ^, P. 241. 
Tbn al-Athir, K mil’, Vol. IV, Pp. 409-410 
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3, Mastūdī, "Murūjadh Dhāhab*, P. 135, ^ 
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p iim on state matters. At. his "instance he: ‘dismissed ‘Umar: ibn l 
‘Abdul Aziz of the- post which he had bestowed : upon him, becausé 


.. under his rule Hijāz wās. ‘becoming the refuge of political criminals 


and religious seditionists?.: E equally dismissed Al-Mufaddal 


U appointed Qutaiba ibn Muslim, i in his place, - 
When Yazid ibn: Muhallab escaped tó Syria i in 90 A. H: nd 
B took asylum with Prince Sulaiman, the brother of Caliph - Al-Walid; : 
Al-Hajjaj. convinced the Caliph that Yazid would renew the revolt 
of ‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash‘ath. The Caliph agitated, asked 
his brother to deliver up his guest to him. Prince Sulaimān 
supplicated but the Caliph remained. unchanged and reiterated’ his. 
order more severely. Sulaiman, thereupon, chained his son Ayyüb 
and Yazid together and sent them to Al-Walid. It was only the. 
. pleadings of a brother made under a great personal risk that: the: 
Caliph revoked his earlier decision?. ` 
"Under Caliph Al-Walīd, Al-Hajjāj. reaped the. fruit of the 
hard work ‘he had done ‘under his father. There was peace n. 
‘Iraq and ‘he used all the means to heal the wounds of this bitterly- i 
torn province. He devoted his time to dig the canals and alluviate 
the marshy region between the Tigris and the Euphrates. He tried 
to stem the depopulation of the fertile lands resulting from thé: 
thronging of the inhabitants into ‘the larger towns. He fortified: 
the frontiers of the province and sent generals. like Qutaibà: "ba | 
Muslim .to conquer Transoxiana and Muhammed ibn al- -Qasim, toi 
reach the borders of India. Al-Hajjāj enjoyed. full cónfidence "Of: : 
. his master, in as much as he did not vacillate i in. his fidelity to him. ; 
If he unified and consolidatéd Muslim power . andèr. Caliph “Abdul” 
Malik, he extended its frontier ane helped. in the development: 0 ; 
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Al-Hajjáys Enemies in the Royal House 


Al-Hajjāj ibn Yüsuf had never a real friend in Banu Umayyah 
after the death of ‘Abdul Malik. He had enemies in the royal 
family, who looked upon him as a tyrant and the majority of the 
princes and princesses of the ruling dynasty felt a deep aversion 
for him. In this aversion, one can count, it is true, a feeling of 
jealousy. This made him almost an isolated figure with enemies 
in the people he governed and enemies in the royal house he served. 
The antipathies of Khalid, son of Prince Yazid and ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 
may be cited as examples. 

An interesting interview between Khalid and Al-Hajjaj is 
mentioned in Aghani! and ‘Jqd al-Farid®. Al-Hajjaj who was at 
Damascus on one of his routine visits to the capital as Governor 
of ‘Iraq met one day Khalid ibn Yazid who was accompanied by 
a Syrian. “Who is this person’? asked the Syrian pointing to 
Al-Hajjāj, who was posing as an important figure. “He is ‘Amr 
ibn al-As'?, replied Khalid sneeringly. Al-Hajjaj heard this 
remark and said in anger, "I am not ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and he is 
neither my son nor my father ; but I am the son of the respectable 
noble of Thagīf and the virtuous mother of Quraish". And then 
returning Khālid's sneer in an equal rebuff, Al-Hajjaj added, 
demonstrating his sword, “I have killed with this sword more than 
100,000 men, who are witness to the fact that your father drank 
wine and that your grand father and you are members of the Hell. 
Except for these services, I have received neither any salary nor 
any recognition from you". And Al-Hajjaj withdrew repeating, 
“He is ‘Amr ibn al-‘As. He is ‘Amr ibn al-'Às"!. 

Al-Hajjaj, we have seen, was equally the enemy of ‘Abdul 
‘Aziz, the brother of Caliph ‘Abdul Malik. Al-Hajjaij was also 
on bad terms with Prince ‘Umar, his son. ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 
had been appointed Governor of Medina by Caliph Al-Walīd in 
the year 87 A.H. (706 A.D.).. He wrote a letter to the Caliph 
denouncing the oppression. tyranny and exactions of Al-Hajjāj. 


J]. *Aghānī", Vol, XVI, P. 89. 

2, Ybn'Abd Rabbihi, * Tqd’, Vol. IT, P. 151 and Vol. III, P. 9, 

3. ‘Ame ibn al-‘As was the conqueror of Egypt. 

4. Ton ‘Abd Rabbihi places this sense in Medina when Caliph ‘Abdul Malik 
paid a visit to this city. 

5. Tabart, ‘Tartkh’, Vol. II, P, 1182. 


148 ` ue aper Ton Y pasif: 
lety at the recovery of the Prince’ of the Believēžs tan AL Lar s 
~ murmured Al-Walid, while returning ` to Tife. In: fact: the Governor: 
of ‘Iraq did not hide his joy, He wrote to the Caliph: congratu: 
lating him’ on his recovery and telling "him: that when, he: learnt: ‘of, 
this happy news; he prostrated himself face-wisē” on the earth and 
that he had freed all his slaves and- was. sending - him some. ‘scent: 
bottles made from’ Indian’ mangoés”?. AL Dag | had his is prayer 
` granted. He died before Al-Walid T. 5 


^ Tabari, "Türikh', Vol. IL P. 1272. o 
ue SS Ibn ala thie, ‘Kamil’ Vol: V, E: 5 4 





VIII 


AL-HAJJĀJS FAMILY TIES 


In flus chapter we will study Al-Hajjaj’s family relations. 
Al-Hajjaj’s family consisted of a brother Muhammed, a sister 
Zainab, a number of wives, his four sons and one or two daughters. 
His relations with his brother and sister were always affectionate 
and with his children tender and loving. Al-Hajjaj divorced many 
wives and on more than one occasion for political reasons. He had 
blood relations with the royal family. 

Al-Hajjaj, as stated earlier, had an elder brother Muhammed 
and a young sister Zainab. Muhammed was appointed Governor 
of Yemen by ‘Abdul Malik and he administered this province 
during his life time. He was a strict and stern ruler like his 
brother and representations made against him either to Al-Walid 
or Al-Hajjij remained unheard!. 

The Governor of Yemen had four children , three sons, Yüsuf, 
Mus'ab, *Umar and a daughter. The latter was married to Yazid 
son of ‘Abdul Malik and brother of Al-Walid. Yazid ascended to 
the Caliphate in 101 A.H. (719 A.D.). The first born of this union 
received the name of the Governor of ‘Iraq and that is why his 
mother was called Umm  Al-Hajjàj. Her eldest son never ruled 
but she had a second son who held the name of Al-Walid IP. 

The niece of Al-Hajjaj did not even escape the hands of 
his enemies after his death. Under the region of Sulaiman, Yazid 
ibn Muhallab did not spare the niece of his inveterate enemy. 
He extorted her wealth that she had inherited from her father. 
The pleadings of her husband Yazid (later Yazid II) went unheeded. 
The latter swore that if he ever came to power, he would have the 
son of Muhallab cut to pieces; whilst the other equally declared 
that he would mect him" with a hundred thousand lances. 


1. *'Ansáb al-Ashràt', P. 194. 
Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, * *Igd' Vol. III, P. 95. 

2. Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, « ‘Iqd’, Vol, IT, P, 341, 
Ibn al-A thir, ‘Kamil’, Vol. V, Pp. 41 and 218, 
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When Muhammed ibn Yusuf. the brother of Governor of 
‘Iraq died, a fortune of 150,000 dinars was found in his private 
coffers. Al-Hajjaj informed Al-Walid of it and added, “If my 
brother amassed this sum honestly, may God have pity on him! 
But if it comes from abuse of power (corruption). may God not 
spare him” ! “Muhammed acquired this money in a business which 
I had authorised him", replied Al-Walid. “Be lenient to your 
brother and may God have mercy on him”?! 

Al-Hajjaj’s sister Zainab was renowned for her beauty which 
was often mentioned by the poets. Al-Hajjāj, who jealously 
guarded the honour of his family, resented any reference to his 
sister. At the time when he was young, the poet Muhammed ibn 
‘Abdullah ibn Numair, the Thaqifite, known by the name of 
An-Numairl composed several ‘Qasidas’ on Zainab and expressed 
in them his love for her. The poet was a drover at At-Tā'īf and 
made several journeys to Mecca. It appears that his donkeys while 
passing the valley of Nu'màn frightened the ladies by their sonorous 
brayings. When Zainab had taken a vow to go on foot from 
At-Ta’if to Mecca, to implore in the holy house for the recovery 
of her father who was sick, she crossed on her way the valley of 
Nu'mān, where she met the poet Numairī. The latter composed on 
the youthful girl, a poem which contained the following verse :— 


che beds uid elli brane säi 


“The valley of Nu‘man exhales the perfume of Musk, when Zainab 
walks there”. 

Al-Hajjāj considered this panegyric as an insult to his honour 
and on meeting the poet one day in the streets of Mecca he followed 
him and hurled abuses at him. In order to escape Al-Hajjaj’s 
resentment, An-Numairi had no other recourse but to find refuge 
-in Syria at the court of ‘Abdul Malik. The Caliph had e strong 
liking for his poems and his spirited rejoinders. Ata session when 
the poet was reciting his famous ‘Qasida’ on Zainab, the Caliph 
interrupted him suddenly to ask what this cavalry was, to which 
he spoke solemnly, “Three donkeys charged with asphalt”, tepuec 
the poet, “Three more donkeys of my friend's carrying manure" 
The Caliph laughed at this buffoonery. Then he said to the posit 
ect will raise a little your condition and that of your cavalry". And 


1. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. 294. : 
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soon he wrote to Al-Hajjàj forbidding him from troubling a poet 
so amusing and harmless!. Al-Hajjaj. reports Aghini, threatened 
to revolt at this defence of the Caliph. But An-Numairi one day 
recited his poem to the Goveinor of ‘Irag. Al-Hajjaj found him 
inoffensive ; his anger cooled down?. 

When Al-Hajjáj wanted to marry his sister, he proposed to 
her to choose between two cousins : Muhammed ibn al-Qasim ibn 
Muhammed 1bn Abi-‘Aqil and Al-Hakam ibn Ayytb ibn al-Hakam. 
The former 27 years old was an accomplished youngman. He was 
the future conquerer of Sindh. The latter was an' aged man. 
Zainab married Al-Hakam ibn Ayyub. He obtained from Al-Hajjāj 
the prefectship of Basra in 75 A.H. (694 A.D.) when he replaced 
Khālid ibn *Abdullàh, till the year 82 A.H. (701 A.D... 

At the time when 'Abdur Rahmān ibn Muhammed ibn 
al-Ash'ath the rebel was marching on the city of Basra, the Governor 
of ‘Iraq sent his own harem, with his sister to Syria to keep them 
in security. Then after his victory, he hastened a messenger to 
inform his sister about this success. At the time when the message 
of her brother was handed over to her, Zainab was being carried 
in a hitter on a mule. This animal got sacred at the crackle of the 
leaves of the papers and ran at full speed. Zainab fell down from 
the mule and succumbed to the wounds that she received in her 
arms and back. Thus the messenger who was carrying the news 
of triumph to the sister, announced to the brother her death. 
An-Numairi composed an elegy on the death of this woman’. 

The Governor of ‘Iraq had a number of wives. As Amir of 
Medina he married a Jady of Bant Hashim. She was the daughter 
of ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far ibn Abi-Talib and a grand niece of Caliph 
Alis. "This woman called Umm Kulthüm was married under order 
of the Governor but reluctantly by her father. ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far 
took his 1evenge by inviting the attention of Khalid son of Caliph 
Yazid to the matter." Khalid, had the marriage dissolved through 
the intervention. of "Abdul Malik. The son of Yusuf then married 


1. fAghānī, Vol, VI, Pp. 24-26. 
2. ‘Aghini’, Vol, VI, Pp, 24-26. 
3. ‘Aghini’, Vol. VI, Pp, 26-28. d 
4. -Aghini’, Vol. VI, Pp. 28-29. 
* Tabait, "Türikh', Vol. H, Pp, 872, 972 and 1061 
5. tAghānī', Vol. XIII, P, 107.” 
Ibn *Abd Rabbihi, *"Igd', Vol. XII, P. 292. 
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Umm al-Julás, daughter of *Abdullàh ibn Khálid ibn Asid'! Among 
his wives, the author of *Al-'Igd al-Farid', also mentions Al-Fari'a, 
daughter of Habbar®. Before he was appointed Governor of ‘Iria, 
Al-Hajjaj had also married the two daughters of Nu'màn ibn 
Bashir. One of them was called Umm Abän; the other named 
Hamida was divorced by Rauh ibn Zinba‘, vizier of ‘Abdul Malik. 
She was equally abandoned by her new husband. One day she 
came to him holding in her hand a ‘Qasida’ full of tender thoughts. 
Al-Hajjaj divorced her saying that since he ruled the wicked race 

of ‘Iraq he had no time to dream of her love’. i 

But the two most known wives of Al-Hajjàj were Hind, 
daughter of Al-Muhallab; and Hind, daughter of Asmà' ibn 
Khārija *Chief of Banū Fazāra”. 

Tabarī relates the occasion of the divorce of the first as 
follows. He states that in the year 90 A.H. Al-Hajjāj returned 
to Rustagabadh to punish the Kurds who had invaded the province 
of Faris!. He took with him Yazid ibn al-Muhallab who was his 
prisoner since 86 A.H.5 and also his two brothers, Al-Mufaddal 
and 'Abdul Malik, equally prisoners. They were underguard in 
a tent close to him.  Al-Hajjàj had condemned the former Governor 
of Khurásán, on a charge of embezzlement of 6 million dirhems 
that he owed to the treasury and as Yazid was not able to pay the 
amount, Al-Hajjaj put him to torture. Yazid cried in pain when 
his foot in which the point of an arrow had remained tortured him. 
Having heard the painful cry of her brother, Hind, the wife of 
Al-Hajjāj began to cry. She was then divorced by Al-Hajjaj. 
Thereafter Yazid escaped to Syria and found asylum at the court 
of Caliph Sulaiman, brother of Caliph Al-Walid®. 

The details of the union and divorce of the second Hind are 
as follows : Al-Hajjaj often compelled the fathers of families to 
give their daughters to those whom he himself wanted to reward. or 
to give him their hand in marriage. The latter was the case with 
Asma’ bint Kharija. His daughter Hind had formerly loved the old 


1. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. 198. 

‘Aghani’, Vol. XII, P, 107. 

Ibn Abd Rabbihi, Vol. III, P. 7. 

*Aghüni', Vol. III, P. 140 and Vol. XIV, P. 130. 
Tabari, Vol, If, P. 1208. 

Tabarī, Vol, II, Pp. 1181 and 1209. 

Tabarī, Vol, II, P. 1209. 
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Governor of «Irāg, "Ubaidullāh ibn-Ziyād. The death of the latter 
had left her deeply unconsoled. „In his memory, she shouted, “I 
sigh to see the face of *Ubaidullāh ibn Zīyād after resurrection” ! 
She was married to Bishr, brother of Caliph ‘Abdul Malik and 
Governor of ‘Iraq. Two children were boin to them. Later, when 
Al-Hajjaj arrived at Kufa after the death of Bishr ibn Maiwan he 
sent to her Abū Burdah ibn Abi Musa alsAsh‘ari, Qadi of this 
town, to ask her for the two children of Bishr, nephews of the 
Punce of the Believers, Al-Hajjaj offered the excuse that it was his 
duty to take the two princes to his palace and bring them up as his 
sons. Abt Burdah went to the house of Asma’ at the time when 
he was with his daughter. Recognising the Qadi of Kūfa, the latter 
invited him to share their meal and as Abu Burdah refused Hind 
started amusing and laughing. By God” ! said then the messenger, 
“If she knew the aim of my visit she would weep”. At these words 
Hind ceased to laugh and lost all appetite. ‘‘As you have then 
prevented her from eating’, said Asma’, “tell us, then the purpose 
that has brought you here”! Abū Burdah revealed the object of 
his mission. Hind wept as he had said but she was obliged to 
resign herself. “JY will send my two children to him”, she said, 
"for there is no one else who can bring them up. better’. Asma’ 
also gave his consent reluctantly and Abū Burdah satisfied with 
their declaration returned to the Governor to announce to him the 
success of his mission. At the same time, he described to him the 
charms of this woman, “the most beautiful that he had over seen". 
“Return to her", said Al-Hajjaj, and ask her to marry me", Abū 
Burdah reappeared before Asma’. “I come back", said he. “on a 
mission different from the first one”. “Tell us what you desire” ? 
^] come to ask Hind for marriage”. “If it is for you, we have no 
“objection”. “It ıs not for me but for him, who is more valuable 
than I”. And Abū Burdah expressed the intention of Al-Hajjaj. 
Having heard the offer of the Governor of ‘Iraq. Hind kept silent. 
Her father DOE for her. I agree”, said he, “to give my daughter 
to AI-Hajjaj". The marriage was celebrated!. 

> The first time, the Governor of ‘Iraq sent to his new wife a 


“sum of 100,000 dirhems and twenty dresses ; the second time 30 


«servants each carrying 10,000 dirhems and 30 young girls each 

carrying, stuff for robes. Then he sent for Hind to come and join 
i 
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him the same evening. Led in ceremony with her escort of servants 
and young girls, Hind went to the palace of the Governor. 

While parting from his. daughter, Asmā”. said to her, «My 
dear child, mothers give education to their daughters but your 
mother died when you were small. Make a permanent use of the 
best of good perfumes. which is pure water and the best of orna- 
ments, Which is ‘Kohl’ (collier made of a powder of antimony), 
Avoid making frequent reproaches because reproaches destroy Jove, 
beware of jealousy because it is the basis of divorce : be a servant 
to your bridegroom and he will be your slave”. 

But this wise advice was not followed ; for when Al-Hajjāj 
took his wife to Basra, he divorced her there This was done 
because. according to Aghdni she did not find the palace of 
Al-Hajjij as beatiful as that of the man she had loved, -Ubaidullah 
ibn-Ziyad!. 

Al-Hajjāj soon regretted this decision which jealousy had 
dictated. One day he met Muhammed ibn ‘Abdullah. one of the 
friends of ‘Abdul Malik, son of Hind and Bishr. He said to 
Muhammed, “My dear. I have thought over Hind just now. I 
have never seen a woman more beautiful and charming than her. 
I will call her back before thc evening is over”. «May God protect 
the Amir, replied Muhammed, “If this lady was divorced for some 
fault and that you recall her now, people will think that she is 
indispensable to you. Moreover, you will furnish her with a proof 
that you committed au injustice in divorcing her". “You are 
right", replied Al-Hajjaj. "Patience is preferable". And Muhammed 
the author of this story adds. "In reality, it was not my sympathy 
for Al-Hajjij nor the desire to give him an amicable advice, which 
made me speak like this, but 1 was feeling sorry to see the mother of 
a man as that of my friend's changing a masier every moment, 


According to. Mubarrad, Al-Hajjaj divorced the two Hinds 


for a motive completely different from those given above. He 
dreamt that both of his cyes had heen taken out. He then obeyed 
one of those frightful superstitions which preoccupied him 
sometimes and divorced his twa wives, thus hoping to dispel the 
bad omen. Soon after his son Muhammed died and the same day 


Al-Hajjaj received the news of the death of his brother, Muhmmed, 
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Governor of Yemen, “Here is” cried he, ‘the interpretation of my 
"dream. We belong to God and we return to him”). Ibn Khallikan 
places the death of Muhmmed, Governor of Yemen, Jn the month 
of Rajab i in the year 91 A.H. (May 710 A.D.)*. : 

Al-Mubarrad's interpretation of the’ dream in terms of the 
superstitious reference to the divorce of the two Hinds cannot be 
accepted. Al-Hajjāj had always tried to dispel superstitious „fears 
and never given way to them. On the other hand we can accept 
the openion of Aghāni that it was on both the occasions the 
instinct of jealousy that promoted Al-Hajjaj to divorce the two 
Hinds. Hind the daughter of Al-Muhallab’s sympathies for her 
brothei Yazid and Hind the daughter of Asma’s, 1eference to the 
palace 'of her lover were in themselves independent reasons (other 
than the death of two Muhammeds) which compelled Al-Hajjāj to 
divorce them. Al-Hajjāj was a man who was scrupulously jealous 
of his honour and could not brook any egual. We, therefore, 
accept the version of Aghānī. 

Al-Hajjāj had several children, amongst who was a daughter 
who married Masrür, son of Al-Walid 5. 1bn al-Athir also men- 
tiones a daughter of Al-Hajjij who mariied one of the sons of 
Caliph ‘Abdu! Malik’, Among the four male children of the 
, Governor of ‘Iriq three bore the names dear to the Umayyads 
ie. Abin, ‘Abdul Malik, Al-Walid. We have already spoken of 
Muhmmed who was the eldest and who died whilst the father was 
. alive. At the time of the chronicler ibn Qutaiba, this Muhammed 
had still descendants at Damascus and ‘Abdul Malik, his brother 
had at Basra. As to Abàn and Al-Walid they died issueless?. x 

. The Caliph ‘Abdul Malik gave two of his children the names 
which ‘were the most dear to the Governor of ‘Iraq: One of the 
sons of ‘Abdul Malik was called Muhmmed and another Al-Hajjaj. 
To the latter, the son of Yusuf gave a house situated in Damascus 
and called ever since the house of Al Ham. ` The families of . the 
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master and the ‘servant’ had established blood relations. 

Al-Hajjaj like all Arab parents loved his children and pressed 
them very often with tenderness against his heart. He was not 
a devout Musalman for he often disregarded pious usages where 
his political interests were concerned, but nevertheless gave his 
children the education that he believed, could secure their happiness 
and conformed to the doctrines of the Prophet. When there was 
the question of appointing a teacher for his son Muhmmed, two 
teacher were proposed to the Governor of ‘Iraq. One a scholar 
but a Christian; the other a lesser erudite but Muslim. Al-Hajjàj 
chose the latter because he shared his faith. 
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"You see”, said he while receiving him, *We had been advised to 
take a Christian; they had added that he had more knowledge than 
you do but I felt repugnant to trust my children to man who would 
not exhort them to offer their prayers regularly, neither teach them 
the holy laws of Islam, nor the particular forms of this religion. 
Any way, if you are intelligent, you can learn in a day what my 
children will learn in a week, in a week what they will learn in a 
month, and in a month what they will learn in a year”. 
Al-Hajjaj sometimes exercised family favouritism. But it 
was fortunate that his family appointments usually proved 
successful. His son though young commanded an army and his 
cousins held high positions under him. Al-Hakam ibn Ayyub, 
his brother-in-law rendered great services to Basra where he was 
replaced by his son. Ayyüb. Muhmmed ibn al-Qàsim, his cousin 
made conquest of Sindh (India) where his predecessors had failed 
miserably. The three sons of Al-Mughīrab, the Thagifite, held 
There were ‘Urwah, prefect of 


i 


important positions under him. 


1. ‘Aghani’, Vol. XVIII, P. 78. 


AlI-Hajjajs Family Ties . 157 


Kūfa, Al-Mutarrif, prefect of Madà'in who revolted and Hamzah, 
prefect of Hamadhan'. 

One day, Al-Hajjàj received one of his cousins from the 
desert, “O Amir”! said the Beduin to Al-Hajaj, “Why don’t you 
give me one of those estates to govern’? “They know how to 
write and calculate while you neither read nor count. Divide then 
three dirhems among four persons”. The Arab began to repeat 
several times. "Three dirhems among four persons. If each 
receives a dirhem, there will be nothing left for the fourth....,. 
How many are they”? “Four”. “Ah well, here is my calculation ; 
each will have a dirhem and to the fourth J shall give a dirhem 
from my pocket’, and putting his hand to his pocket, he held out 
a dirhem saying, “Who js the fourth amongst you? I swear by God 
that I have never seen anything so false as the account of these 
citizens”, — Al-Hajjàj laughed and so did the witnessess io the 
scene, The Viceroy signed the commission of Isfahün for his 
cousin*. 

The inhabitants of Isfahin had withheld their financial con- 
tribution for three years and not paid the dues to the tax-collectors. 
On arriving at his post, the new commissioner permitted a time 
limit of ten months to his subjects but asked them to offer their 
men as his hostages. The inhabitants did not pay the taxes till 
the tenth month. The cousin of AJ-Hajjaj then took one of his 
hostages and beheaded him and wrote the following: ‘Such 
and such person, son of so and so had paid his debt”. Then he put 
the head in a sack and sealed it. He did the same with another 
man. Seeing that the heads of the hostages were being put in 
sacks in heu of money, the people hastened to pay the Kharāj. 


And Al-Hajjāj said, 
Pa el At Al äi Lac? 


"Don't you think that I had the perspicacity in selecting this 
Bediun'?, ` 


L Tabarī, Vol. 11, Pp. 124, 131, 142 and 148, 
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Commenting on the nature of disobedience perpetrated in 
heaven Al-Hajjaj continued, 
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“If there was some thing to save the rebels, the sanctity of the 
Paradise would have protected Adam, for God had made him with 
His own hands, infused life in him and made the angels bow to 
him. He had revealed His thaumaturgy to him and lodged him 
in the Paradise bui he (Adam) comitted the sin. God turned him 
out of the Paradise and Adam is more noble and honourable to God 
than Ibn az-Zubair and Paradise is greater to Ka'ba! Remember 
God and He shall remember you'?, Assured in the strength and 
process of argument the grief-stricken citizens returned to their 
homes. 


On Departure from Medina 


Regretting his recall from Hijaz in order to take up his post 
at Küfa, Al-Hajjaj delivered one of his irreverent utterances. ‘‘Praise 
be to God” ! he shouted, “Who has made me go out of a furnace 
of seditions, whose inhabitants are the most deceitful towards the 
Prince of the Believers and who envy him most his fortune. 
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*By God, if I had not received the letters from the Prince of the 
Believers in their connection, I would have rendered the city similar 
to the valley of Al-Himar ; I would have spared neither these pieces 


1. ‘Asakir, ‘Tartkh al-Kabir’, Vol, IV, P, 50. 
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of wood, which they often visit nor a corpse already consumed 
since long; things about which they say: It is the seat of the 
Apostle of God ; it is the tomb of the Aposile of God". 


On Aw ival at Kūfa 


When Al-Hajjaj mounted the pulpit, relates Mubairad?, he 

used to wrap himself in a cloth of silken stuff and started his 
speech in a voice so feeble that the audience could hardly hear 
him but he swelled his voice gradually and suddenly taking out his 
hand from underneath his cloak, he would shout in a voice so 
resounding that it made the listeners tremble at the extremity of 
the mosque. Speaking in such a mode to the people of Küfa 
from the pulpit on his arrival in ‘Iraq, Al-Hajjaj disclosed his 
identity with a verse quoted from an ancient poet? : 
“T am he who scattereth darkness and climbeth lofty summits. As 
I lift the turban from my face ye will know me”. And then the 
fiery speaker continued, ‘‘O people of Küfa! Certain am I, that I 
see heads ripe for cutting and verily I am the man to do it. 
Methinks I see blood between the turbans and the beards?. 

Al-Hajjaj then revealed his intent and purpose in the poem of 
Ruwaishid ibn Rumaid al-‘Anbari. 

It is the hour of battle, defend courageously, O Ziam (his horse 
or she-camei) the troops that the night has entrusted to a relentless 
rider. 

He is not a shepherd of camels or of ewes. nor a butcher sitting 
quietly on his seat of wood. 

The night has given their charge to a brave and capable person who 
makes admirable escapes from danger ; he 1s an emigrant and not a 
nomad Arab. 

The war has tucked up her clothes and laid bare her legs : 

Fight! She has become terrible for you; redouble your efforts. 

For the bow-string 1s as hard as the shin-bone of a she-camel, if not 
harder. It is, therefore, necessary to resign to the events which are 
inevitable’. 


* 'Ánsáb al-Ashraf’, P. 77. 
Mubartad, ‘Kamil’, P. 173. 
Suhaim ibn Wathtl ar-Ruyahi. 
Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp. 215-216. 
Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Ibid, 
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«You jesemble the inhabitants of the town who enjoyed. — and 
calm, 'and who réceived from all parts an abundant subsistence- but 
showed themselves urgrateful towards the benevolence of God and: 
were, therefore, struck by terror ‘and famine | as a \ prize, for their 

actions". ; ` : 

l AL Majjaj then stated: T determination to carry - out hiis. ‘project! 
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^ff a nation attacks me, I attack it. 


Am I among the cruel men of Hamadhan ? 
When a sagacious mind, a sharp sword and self-respect unite in you, 


tyrannies will avoid you", 


e "On the Defence of Küfa and Basra 

e 

In.a Khutba addressed to his soldiers at Rustaqabadh, 
Al-Hajjaj acquainted them with his resolution and exhorted them to 
defend their hearths and homes. ‘People of the two great cities", 
he said, "this place will be yours month after month and year after 
year until God has destroyed your enemies, the Khārijites who 
constitute a permanent menace hanging over your heads’”. 

When Shabib marched on Mada’in, Al-Hajjaj uttered to the 
people of Kufa a similar address. He appealed to them to fight for 
the defence of their cities and properties. “O people! God is my 
witness that you will fight for the defence of your cities and for the 
conservation of the properties that you have captured from the 
infidels. or else 1 will address myself to the people who are more 
obedient, more thoughtful, more constant than you in adversity and 
anger. These men will wage war against your enemies and eat your 
booty”, “We will fight our enemies", shouted the Küfites rising to 
the occasion, ‘We will give satisfaction to the Amir. Let him 
send us against the rebels wherever it pleases him. We will go”3, 

, Appointing 'Attāb ibn Wargā over them and giving their 
command to him, Al-Hajjaj mounted the pulpit in the mosque and 
said to them, *O inhabitants of 'Iráq ! put yourself in the fight, 
under the command of *Attüb ibn Wargā. Ido not allow any man, 
if he is not in the administration, the permission to remain here". 
And then in a more reflective tone said, *Don't you know that the 
brave soldiers obtain respect and glory in the holy war, while the 


a 


1. Tbn'Abd Rabbihi, * Iqd', Vol. II, P. 185. M 
^ AAbrl Hadid, ‘Nahj’l Balagha’, Vol. I, P. 114. 
1. Tabarī, Tárikh', Vo). II, P. 874. ; 

Ibn al-Athir, 'Kamil', Vol. IV, P, 309, 
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cowards only reap disdain and oppression ? I swear by Him who 
is the only God that if you behave like your predecessors in this 
theatre of war, I shall put you under a stern control.» J shall press 
you with all my power and stifle you", 

Disappointed at the flight of the deserters but still retaining 
his disdain for them, Al-Hajjaj ascended the pulpit and said “O 
people of Kufa! May God no more give power to those who 
sought it with your help! May He not grant victory to those who 
expected it with your hands! Get out of the city, go away from 
us. J don’t want you to take part in the combats that we are 
going to fight with our enemies. Go to Al-Hira and remain there 
in the midst of the Jews and the Christians. You are forbidden to 
fight on our sides; there is only exception for my administrators 
and for the men who did not take part in the last battle with 
sAttāb ibn Wargā”?, i 


Address to the Syrians 


Harnessing his troops into the campaign under his command 
against Shabīb, Al-Hajjāj said to them, *O Syrians ! You are the 
men who know how to listen and obey; you are men of consis- 
tencey and firm faith. Let not the error of these weak men 
triumph over the truth you possess! Bend the knees and with eyes 
fixed to the ground. welcome the enemy on the points of your 
lonces"?, The Syrians bent their knees as they were told and with 
the lances suspended, similar to a land full of black stones, they 
waited immobile. 

In one of his speeches after the victory of Az-Zawiya he 
said to the Syrians at Basra, 
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“You will oppress nobody and commit no exactions. Woe to you, 
if it be brought to my notice that one of my soldiers has entered 
the house of a woman, he will receive no other punishment from 


1. Tabarī, Vol. If, P, 948. 5 
122. Tabari, «Tārīkh', Vol. I, Pp. 954-955. 
3. Tabarī, Vol. II, P. 959. 
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had struck you. Your protector withdrew from you when you fled 
like camels that seek refuge in their stable. The father was no 
more worried for his son, the brother never turned round to his - 
brother while the sword corroded your flesh and the lance broke 
your bones. And the day of Dair al-Jamājim! What to say of 
this day full of terrible battles, gigantic fighting, where fatal blows 
made the birds ofthe night fly from their haunts where they were 
sleeping and made a friend forget a friend? People of ‘Iraq, what 
can I still hope from you? What can I ask you for? Why should I 
let you live? For what purpose should I spare you? It is because 
your existence adds to your revolts, because new dissensions are 
to be added to the old ones? What can I hope from you? What 
can I expect? You tremble before the enemy at the frontiers. 
Whether you are in fear or security, you betray. You do not know 
how to recognise a good turn or how to pay with thanks a favour. 
O People of ‘Iraq! Any miserabje can stir you by barking; any 
wanderer can call you; any perjurer can excife you to revolt, any 
rebel can seek your help; you proclaim him immediately, you 
follow him, you give him asylum and protection. Inhabitants of 
‘Iraq, when the sedition roars, when a hoarse cry of agitation 
reverberates, when an imposter emerges, you become his assistants 
and votaries. Is this experience then useful to you? Can counsels 
safeguard you? Has adversity taught you? Has your heart moved 
at the punishment God has inflicted on you at the beginning and 
at the end of all these events’? Then turning to the Syrians he 
said, 
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*But as to you, people of Syria, I am like the ostrich who defends 
its little ones with the help of its paws, who protects their sight, 
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“Men of discord and hypocrisy! the breath of Satan has penetrated 
your nostrils and you shout, Al-Hajjaj is dead! Silence! and 
listen to what the servant of God says: ‘In reality, I do nol hope 
io enjoy full happiness other than in the lifc beyond this. God 
has bestowed on none of his creatures the virtue of immortality, 
except of course to the most abject of all, to Iblis (Satan). In fact, 
the pious woishipper of God, Solomon, son of David said formerly, 
“Q Lord! pardon me my fault and grant me a kingdom such as 
should not be granted to any one after me". This kingdom was 
granted to him and he vanished like a shadow and he became as if 
he never existed. “O people, you are like him”. And then becom- 
ing more thoughtful, AI-Hajjàj continued, 
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“Everything that exists, seems to me to be dying ; all what is full * 
of ripeness is drying up. Everyone is to be carried to his grave ; 
he will be given a land of three yards by two yards. This carth 
will devour his flesh, it will absolve the water and blood of his 
body and then his dear ones will share among themselves his riches, 
the other object of his love. Those who understand, know what I 
mean. Greetings", 

This vein of vengeance and hatred for the "Irāgians is again 
manifest in the speech reposted by Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi. Al-Hajjaj 
one day said to the inhabitants of ‘Iraq, ‘“My desire is not to sec 
youin peace. You cannot tolerate my words, Ī see ; but you must 
know that your presence is to me the most disagreeable ; un- 
reservedly, I will reduce you to the obedience of the Prince of the 
Believers and I shall not tolerate the mischiefs that you compel 
me to endure"? 


1. Mas'üdi, *Murüj adh Dhahab', Pp. 150-151. 
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2. Ibn'Abd Rabbihi, ' Iqd', Vol, Ii, P. 186. 
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die; the hope of God is sufficient to comfort me for he who 
perishes ; provided the master of the throne is satisfied with me, I 
shall find near Him the cure of my soul’”!. 


Philosophic and Mystic Utterances 


Along with these varied declarations, we find mystic and philo- 
sophic propensities in Al-Hajjaj. 


Daaa baL A dol 


“A grace is only withdrawn by God if it is refused and it only 
attains its fullness, if we show our gratitude"?, said the oratori in 
contemplation of the merciful and His bounty. And again when 


in counsel, he said, 
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‘Suppress the ill-conceived impulses of your mind for they are the 
insatiable beggars when we give unto them and sordidly avaricious 
when we ask of them. God shows His mercy to him, who puts a 
muzzle and a rein to his thoughts and leads his mind to His 
obedience. It is easier, I think, to abstain from doing things un- 
desirable to God than suffer His penance”. 

Al-Hajjaj often beseeched God for His guidance, at the critical 
moments of his life. 
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“Gad ! show me where is the wrong way and I will avoid it; show 
me where is the right path and I will follow it", said he in earnest. 


He equally established a parallel between the present life and the 
future life and said, 
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the weight of 'an atom, shall receive it and whoever does bad to the 
weight of an atom, will also get it. I implore the mercy of God for 
myself and for you’?. It was with such exhortations of a teacher 
and a priest that Al-Hajjaj bespoke of the fears of God to his men. 

„The oratorical talent of Al-Hajjij was imbued with a richness of 
thought and instructive integrity of will. The fear of God was 
preponderant with him and he instructed the people to be right 
in thought and deed. One cannot fail observing that Al-Hajjāj 
inspired men to an elevated plan of life from where they could look 
before them and after. 

Al-Hajjaj attached a great importance to the purity and 
elegance of Janguage. He followed in that the distinguished Arabs 
of a time, where we see caliph ‘Abdul Malik declare that the fear 
of making a seat of learning for barbarism and solecism had made 
his hair prematurely grey®. That is why the Caliph formed a society 
of the most refined speakers. A]-Hajjaj, sent to the Caliph, on his 
demand, the famous ‘Amir ibn Sharahil ash-Sha‘bi, lawyer and 
poet?. As to Al-Hajjaj, he had always professors around him, who 
were charged to remark to him his verbal mistakes or defects in his 
pronunciation or incorrections in his sentences. The following 
tradition is reported by the Arab historians, to show how Al-Hajjaj 
procured the services of Yahya ibn Ya‘mur al-‘Adwani, the fine 
amateur stylist and elegant speaker. After his famous capture of the 
fortress of Bádhaghis in 84 A.H. (703 A.D.) Yazid ibn al-Muhallab 
charged his secretary Yahayd ibn Ya‘mur to announce to Al-Hajjáj 
his famous victory. Al-Hajjaj was attracted by the beauty and 
purity of style of the messenger and request Yazid for the services 
of the man who had dictated the letter., Yazid accepted the 
request, whereupon, Yahya 1bn Ya‘mur appeared before Al-Hajjaj. 
‘Where were you born? asked Al-Hajjaj. ‘In Ahwaz”, replied 
Yahya “From where did you acquire this purity of language"? 
asked Al-Hajjaj. “From my conversation with my father that I 
have retained. He spoke admirably”, said Yahiyd ibn Ya‘mur. “Tell 
me then if ‘Anbasa ibn Sa'id makes any mistakes in lanuage", 
"Yes, many", said Yahya. Al-Hajjāj then asked “and do I make any 

1. Tbn ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘Tad’, Vol, TI, P. 186. i 
2 Ibn Abd Rabbihi, **Igd', Vol I, P. 235. 
3. Ibn'Abd Rabbihi, * Igd', Vol. I, P, 148. 
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the rewards which they deserved. However, if in. killing ‘these. 
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your enemy. Kill among the soldiers placed. under y your Eeer 
men whom you believe will revolt. Define to me the: place. 4 
‘Trig where the protectors of the deserters’ of :your: army, have 
taken refuge, for Iam of the opinion that we should hold: responsible 
friend for a friend and namesake for a namesake’”. Ho ur 

When Al-Hajjaj learnt of the dissensions among the. Azragites 
he wrote to Al-Muhallab by way of advice, "I have recēived the 
letter in which you apprise me of.the dissensions which divide the 
Khārijites., When this message reaches you, seize the opportunity 
and attack. them before they re-unite and resist’ you with. more 
formidable power. Greetings’’?. 

When Al-Muhallb released the warriors of Mudar, ALES) 
wrote to him, “Jf you were right in putting them in prison, you are 
wrong in freeing them ; if on the contrary, you are right to set them 
at liberty, you committed injustice in throwing them in prison’’, p 









To Sufyün ibn Abr'l *Aliya 


When Sufyān ibn Abī'] ‘Aliya was wounded in his fight with 
Shabib and wrote an account of his heroic fight from Babil 
Mahrüdh, Al-Hajjaj wrote to him a letter, **You have given a great 
proof of your valour, You have done your duty. Return to: | your. 
people when your songs are lighter. You will be compensa- 
ted, "e gai, 


To Al-Jazl ibn Sa‘id | 





To Al-Jazl ibn Sa‘id, who was sent to fight Shabīb, Al-Hajjaj 
wrote, “I sent you to war at the head of the best horsemen and: the 
noble men of the Capital; I ordered you. to pursue these. heretics, 
wanderers, seducers until you reached them; I proliibited you: to 
grant them relief.until you had killed them and annihilated. them. 
But .you found it more. comfortable to stay in-the villages’ and: to: 

"pitch tents in retrenched camps than, to'^attack these: infidels: I$ and 
fight them as I ordered yo: Greetings”. vs x Oe ier 
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Covered with wounds, Al-Jazl was carried to Madà'in. 
Al-Hajjaj wrote to him, “I am satisfied with the precipitation of 
Sa‘id as well as with your slowness ; as to his precipitation it has 
made him enter Paradise; as to your slowness, it has not prevented 
you from taking advantage of good opportunities. Leaving circum- 
stances when they are not favourable, is also acting with firmness. 
You have fought heroically and deserve a reward. In my eyes you 
are one of those who should be listened to, whom you should obey 
and ask for advice. I am sending you Hayyan ibn Abjar to look 
after you and dress your wounds and I am sending you 2,000 

.dirhems. Use this sum for your personal needs and assuage the 
sufferings you have endured’, 


To *Abdur-Raļunān 


Wheh Al-Hajjaj sent ‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash'ath against 
Shabib, he was greatly incensed at the incorrigible weakness of the 
general. He wrote to him a letter stating, “You have taken the 
habits of evil minds. You have turned your back on the day of 
combat; these are the practices of infidels. As for me, I have 
already pardoned you once and then again at another time, but I 
swear by the most sacred and irrevocable oaths that if you repeat, 
I will inflict on you a punishment which you will find more terrible 
than this enemy in front of whom you run away, to go and hide 
yourself in the caverns of the valleys and gorges where you take 
refuge in the folds of the rivers and the detours of the mountains. 
Let him then tremble at himself; every person is gifted with the 
power of understanding, and let him not expose himself to my re- 
prisals. Ihave warned you ; I will be excusable"?, 

„When Al-Hajjāj sent ‘Abdur Rahman against Rutabil, the, 
general won some initial successes and then delayed his action 
acguainting the Amir of his intentions. Al-Hajjāj wrote a letter, 
"Your letter is to hand; and I have understood what you have 
related, But it is the letter of a man who loves peace, who looks 
for rest In armistice, who uses caution towards an enemy little in, 
numbers and despicable’. Al-Hajjaj added that he never approved 


1. Tabarī, «Tārīkh', Vol. IL, Pp. 913-914. 
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his manner of conducting his hostilities ; that he would never tole- 
rate on his part apathy or temporisation of any sort ; and he ordered 
him to penetrate in the heart of the country to fight the enemy to 
death ; to occupy his fortresses, and to reduce his posterity to 
slaves. 

In a second letter to "Abdur Ralhmün, Al-Hajjàj wrote, 
*Order the Musalmàns who accompany you to til! the land and 
settle there; this country will be their sojourn till God grants 
them definite conquest", 

Jn a third letter he reiterated his intent and wrote, “Do as I 
have ordered you. Conduct the invasion in the heart of the enemy 
country; or your brother, Ishaq ibn Muhammed will take the 
command of the troops", 


To Rutabil about ‘Abdur Rahman 


Al-Hajjaj repeatedly wrote to Rutabil to send ‘Abdur Rahman 
to him when he had taken refuge at his court. In one of these 
letters he wrote, “Send him to me immediately. By God !-I will 
tread your country with an army of a million men”, 


To Qutaiba ibn Muslim 


In one of his notes to Quitaba ibn Muslim, he wrote, 
“Capture them by ruse and kill them”. 

In another he wrote, “Command the vanguard during the 
raid; on the return, remain at the rear-guard with the laggards’. 

In one of his letters Al-Hajjāj demanded from Qutaiba the 
the plan of the town of Rāmīthan which he had failed to invest. 
Having received it and examined it, he wrote to Outaiba the mea- 


sures that he intended him to take for the capture of the town". 
To Muliammed ibn al-Qasim 


Ina letter, Muhammed ibn al-Qüsim received similar ins- 
tructions on the capture of Daibul.  Al-Hajjaj wrote, "Dress 
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‘Al-Arous’ (name of a giant catapult) and shorten its one leg. 
Place the machine on the eastern side; then call the man incharge 
to handle it, and order him to aim at the mast, whose description 
you have given". The mast was the trunk of a huge palm tree’. 

Al-Hajjaj had already written a letter to Dahir demanding the 
custody of the pirates who had pillaged the vessel carrying the 
Arab women back home. Dahir had replied that he had no 
jurisdiction over the pirates  Al-Hajjēj, thereafter, instructed 
Muhammed ibn al-Qasim to fight Dahir*. 

Al-Hajjays letters, we have seen, are mostly political but 
their style is unique in the sense that there is nothing of senti- 
mentalism and verbal phraseology in them. The meaning is 
conveyed in concise and intelligible terms and commands implicit 
compliance. 

There is singular unity of thought and action iu Al-Hajjaj's 
prose. There is clearness of conception and due subordination of 
language to thought is retained and conveyed to the reader in short, 
crisp, emphatic and homely words. Al-Hajjaj is seldom obscure, 
affective or eccentric. 'Ihe energy of his manner is part of his 
matter. It corresponds to thc abruptness of his thought. His 
thought proceeds by series of lightning phrases and breaks 
through the formal restraints of an ordinary sentence. Al-Hajjaj 
writes under the spell of his own vigour and convinces his reader 
more by reasoning than by fecling. He does not talk in his letters 
as would an essayist. He, in fact, speaks like a preacher from a 
pulpit and convinces like a school teacher of the logic of his 
argument. He is in every sense a mighty man, carrying everything 
before him. 

We find in Al-Hajjaj’s writings an individuality of thought and 
ambition. There is nothing priggish or dull with them, There is 
no way-sidetalk. There is always a topic in his head and he shares 
it with his audience straight away. : 

Al-Hajjaj’s style is infinitely impressive and emphatic. It is 
marvellously responsive to his personality. Al-Hajjaj speaks in 
every line of his prose. There is balance in the structure of his 
phrases and strength in his sentences. His style is full of 
parallelisms, common place metaphors and ingenious similes. The 


1. Baladhuri, 'Futüh', Pp. 436-438. 
2. Balādhurī, Futūl", P. 436. 
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brilliant lustre of his wit, is markedly of an original thinker. 
Like a rationalist he stimulates the reader with his effective logic 
and purposeful expression. There is less of emptiness in Al-Hajjaj 
and more of weight and pressure. "There is in his prose the fami- 
liarity of a man who means what he says and who has the force 
of a hand to manipulate a sword. 

.Al-Hajjàj's love for elegant discourse is also evinced from the 
fact that he had like the Caliph, a sitting room for his *evenings— 
in his green cupola where he attracted not only the poets but ` 
eloquent men and other distinguished talents of ‘Iraq and the 
neighbourhood. We see among them Ayyüb ibn al-Qirriyya whom 
Mas'üdi presents to us describing to Al-Hajjaj the women, the most -~ 
deserving of praise and the women, the most deserving of spite! ` 
We also observe among these literary men ‘Irar ibn ‘Amr, who 
carried the head of ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammed to the Caliph®; 
also the lawyer and poet Sumaira ibn al-Ja'd?, but above all the 
famous literary figure of the time Al-Hasan al-Basri the rival of 
Al-Hajjaj in the art of rhetoric. “We have not seen citizens, 
speaking their language with more purity than Al-Hajjaj and 
al-Hasan al-Basri", declares an Arab scholar’. 

Al-Hajjaj loved poetry; he was not himself a poet but like 
the literary men of his period. He sometimes expressed his thoughts 
in verse. He wrote some poems in his leisure hours but the 
literary value of his 'Diwün' was never superior to the works of 
his contemporary pocts and neither the author of Aghānī nor ibn 
Khallikin listed Al-Hajjaj among the poets. In his speeches and 
on other occasions he often recited verses particulary of rajaz 
metre. But they were mostly extracts. His best poetic expression, 
in the opinion of Mas'üdi, was in the letter he addressed to 
Caliph ‘Abdul Malik, in reply to his charge that he was shedding 
Muslim blood and squandering wealth. Al-Hajjaj wrote as if 
inspired ; 
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“If I do not seek your satisfaction, if I do not fear your dissatis- 
faction, let all my days be exposed to misfortune ! 

But for the Caliph, where can I find asylum for the expiation 
of the faults committed”. et 
And then requesting for the favour of the Caliph, he wrote:  ; 


Se 


aged ai Veli Us 
a šā lit vil 


«Place me within the limits of your favour, and I shall not come 
out of itany more, so that the milk (favour) may come to the 
donner (milket). Then let me act for I am a faithful and devoted 
servant, whom experience has made wise", 

On another occasion when Caliph ‘Abdul Malik disapproved 
of the extravagant expenses of Al-Hajjaj, he recommended to his 
servant the fear of God and protection of his subjects, Al-Hajjaj 
thanked his master for his advice and wrote this verse : 


Self ei at ai sa QA 
Ee S S S > sr solas eU es 


“TY have received from the Caliph the covers which enclose written, 
rolled and sealed papers. 
Amongst them is a letter where mildness, severity and advice 
are mixed; the counsels are profitable to a man gifted with 
intelligence”? 

As Al-Hajjaj fell sick at the close of his life, he wrote to 
Caliph Al-Walīd the following verse : 


Mala, Ellen ` Let äer stell 
E Made Aen Lana Kor eb Lo cgo 
Mosu sli ouo» —— UD oco AMOaBOTs oS 


“When I find Allah satisfied with me, my soul is full of joy. 
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The Eternity of God is enough for me. I don’t place my hopes in 
the mortals. 

Those who lived before us tasted death, and we shall taste it 
ourselves one day", 

These lines evidently show that there were moments when 
Al-Hajjaj expressed himself in spontaneous verse. 

Al-Hajjaj's literary associations with the poets of the period 
were determined by their political attitude towards his administra- : 
tion. There were the poets who lauded his ingenuity and admired 
his constructivc ability and wrote verse in appraisal of his works 
and deeds. They were admitted to Al-Hajjays literary meetings 
and rewarded generously. There were, on the other hand, the poets 
who were opposed to him and displeased him with their invectives 
and satires. We will sketch here, in brief, the dispositions of 
the most salient contemporary poets and their relations with 
Al-Hajjaj. 

While Al-Akhtal was the warbling charmer of Caliph ‘Abdul 
Malik, Jarir was the favourite poet and eloquent panegyrist of 
Al-Hajjāj. Al-Farazdag, who formed with these two court poets a 
trio of the antipathetic and irreconciliable rivals, had a humour 
more sobre, more savage and more liberal. He sometimes praised 
the Caliph and sometimes Al-Hajjaj ; then he used to return to the 
adventurous life of the desert. 

Jarir ibn *Atiyya, the panegyrist of Al-Hajjaj belonged to the 
family of Bani Kulaib, branch of the great tribe of Tamim. He 
was born in Yamāma but stayed in Basra, more often than any 
one else and that is why he is often called al-Basri. In his anxiety 
to win the favour of Al-Hajjaj, Jarir went to Al-Hakam ibn Ayyüb 
ibn Abi-Aqil, the cousin of Al-Hajjaj and the chief of the police of 
Al-Basra, Jarir recited to him verses in his praise and then made a 
request to be introduced to Al-Hajjaj*. Al-Hakam ibn Ayyūb was 
attracted by the charming recitals of Jarir and wrote to Al-Hajjaj, 
*An Arab of the desert, a satan among the satans has come to 
visit me". Al-Hajjaj expressed his desire to see the poet ; Jarir went 
io Wasit, where he was generously welcomed and rewarded with a 
robe of honour by Al-Hajjaj*. 

. Ibn Khallikan, ‘Wafayat’, Vol. I, P. 176. 
1. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp. 300 and 545. 
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According to another tradition, reported by Mas'udi, the first 
interview of Jarīt and Al-Hajjāj was not so amicable. Jarīr went to 
Wāsit, without seeking in advance the permission of Al-Hajjaj. He 
sought the hospitality of ‘Anbasa ibn Sa‘id, the favourite of 
Al-Hajjāj. Unfortunately", replied the courtier, when he saw 
Jarir enter, "You have acted blindly. What has driven you to 
commit such a folly’? ‘It isa poem which I cannot keep in my 
boiling bosom and which I would like to recite to the Amir", said 
Jar, ‘Anbasa ibn Sa'id hid the poet in an enclosure and ordered 
him not to come out of it, till he had found an occasion for an 
interview. The favourite, soon after received a letter from 
Al-Hajjà], inviting him to a meeting at the ‘Al-Khadra’ (Green 
cupola). It was a very hot day and in order to cool the atmos- 
phere, Al-Hajjaj had ordered a large quantity of water to be poured 
on the eaith and it formed a pool of water at the foot of the stage. 
When ‘Anbasa entered, he saw Al-Hajjéj seated on his large sofa. 
an empty chair was kept beside him. “I sat on the this chair”, 
says fAnbasa and Al-Hajjāj turned towards me. When I saw him 
happy and in a good humour, I said to him, May God protect 
the Amir! A poet of Arab origin has composed à poem in your 
praise. But as he holds a very high opinion of his own works, he 
has found it convenient to enter the city without your permission, 
in order to see you". ‘Who is he” ? asked Al-Hajjaj. “He is ibn 
Al-Khatofi”, said ‘Anbasa. ‘Where is he” ? said Al-Hajjaj. He is 
in my house”. At Haat, thereupon ordered the seivants to. follow 
‘Anbasa to his house and bring Jarir from his hide-out. The 
Servants soon 1eturned, conducting the poet by his shouldeis. They 
pushed him into the room with such a violence that he fell on his 
face, in the water. When he rose shaking his clothes, like a 
drenched chicken fluttering its feathers, AI-Hajjáj said to him, "Let 
us see, what has made you come to us without permission, you 
unfortunate one”! “May God protect the Amir’! said the poet. 
"I composed a poem without equal and it boiled in my interior. I 
Wanted to recite it to you. That is the reason, why I have come 
to you”. Al-Hajjāj was pleased at the frank reply of the poet and 
ordered him to recite the poem. Jarir then glorified the works and 
deeds of Al-Hajjaj in an eulogy. ips 
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reparieed their attacks. This meeting lasted till dawn, when Jarir 
took leave of Al-Hajjāj and the latter uttered, “May God curse 
,this' Arab of the desert, he is a wicked slły”1! Al-Hajjāj declared 
to Jarir one day that he was not rich enough to reward him to his 
merits. He, therefore, sent him to the court of Caliph ‘Abdul 
Malik, with a letter of recommendation. But the Caliph did not 
desire to see Jarir, as he belonged to the race of Mudar, which had 
espoused the cause of Ibn az-Zubair. The Caliph equally excluded 

„Jarir for his unreserved praise of Al-Hajjaj. ‘‘You are the poct 
of Al-Hajjaj’’, said he coldly to the poet and he reminded him of 
his famous verse, “Who then stops among men, the advance of 
hypocrisy; who resembles Al-Hajjij in fury of attack"? The 
Caliph was jealous and it was only after repeated requests of 
Muhammed wha was charged by his father to introduce Jarir to 
the Caliph that ‘Abdul Malik permitted the poet in his good graces. 
Once admitted before the Prince of the Believers, Jarir praised the 
Caliph as he had praised Al-Hajjaj and was generously rewarded?, 

Al-Farazdaq also glorified Al-Hajjaj in many of his poems. 

Agháün?, presents to us the two poets, Jarir and  Al-Farazdaq 

competing before Al-Hajjàj in a bid to out-do each other in 
showering praises on him. Jarir and Al-Farazdaq equally enjoyed 
presents from  Al-Hajjaj. Al-Farazdaq had married a woman 
called Hadra’, without having the means to pay the nuptial presents. 

At the instance of ‘Anbasa ibn Sa‘id, Al-Hajjaj gave him hundred 

camel]s*. 

Al-Farazdaq commemorated the victory of Al-Hajjaj at Dair 
al-Jamājim in the following verse : 

“Whilst the squadrons were separated by a daik cloud of dust as 
„big as the Nile, the believers were praying and Al-Hajjaj prayed 
- with them. 

He who brings to life the dead in order to bring about victory has 

sent to Al-Hajjaj a powerful help ; 

The help of the angels: he whom God lends their help (angels) 

remains the most firm in battle and always victorious. 

While clashing with the unbelievers; saw with them, Gabriel and 


1. ‘Aghin?’, Vol. VIL, P. 42. 
!2. Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, <‘Iqd’, Vol. Y, Pp. 150-151. 
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his companions as visible as a bird in the sky. 

At the sight of their armies and their flags, the army of hypocrisy 
took to flight as a band of terrified ostriches ; the sharp blades of 
India passed over their heads as meteors in the sky; they smashed 
the helmets", 

Al-Akhtal about whom Caliph ‘Abdul Malik said, “He is the 
poet of Banu Umayyah?, was obliged to pay to Al-Hajjàj a small 
tribute. Are you not going to see Al-Hajjàj"? asked the Caliph of 
the poet. “In his letters he refers to you”. The poet, who could not 
afford to lose the favour of his patron replied that he preferred the 
favours and neighbourhood of the Caliph to the presents and 
rewards of his lieutenant for a donkey could not be equal to a 
horse of good breed. ‘Abdul Malik appeared pleased at this reply 
of the poet and gave him 10,000 dirhems. He could not spare him 
to go to Al-Hajjaj and write in his praise. Al-Akhtal, however, 
composed an eulogy and sent his son with the Qasida to Al-Hajjāj". 

Among the eulogists of Al-Hajjaj was the celebrated poetess, 
Laila al-Akhyaliyya, daughter of ‘Abdullah. She equally came 
to offer her praise to Al-Hajjaj. Already advanced in age, she 
presented herself before Al-Hajjaj, sad and groaning like a stray 
she-camel. She complained to him about the exactions of a tax- 
collector of Yamüma who charged to levy the tenth, took all what 
he desired and reduced the people to misery. Al-Hajjaj ordered 
the Governor of Yamüma to dismiss the greedy employee and 
Laila thanked A1-Hajjàj in the following verse : 


Lol lott dili Z labai ol 
Lol ted Ls Pol SIP ME Lees NIJL uio bis 
Laias Us calle la Lalin 
Udai à BSS) cheatin! 
utt ls Lisl Aa uds 
Le resa fi eio], PL Leela boyz 


“When Al-Hajjaj visits a sick land, he studies carefully the secret 
roots of illness and cures it. 
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And when the hero, who has cured this earth of its disease, 
brandishes the lance, he knows how to water it. ` 

He waters it with the blood of the heretics the first time ‘and still a 
second time, if their headstrong revolt makes him fear a damage. 
When Al-Hajjaj hears the tumult of a detatchment of cavairy, he 
prepares for it his meal before the fight. 

He prepares for it a fine lance of Faris, carried by the hands which 
excel to satiate it. 

O Al-Hajjāj! don't fulfil the desires of the rebels, when God 
declines to satisfy them", ‘ 

Mas'ūdi* reports that Al-Hajjāj had a long interview with 
Laila, when she was presented to him and recited one of the 
Qasidas she had written on her old lover. Al-Hajjaj treated her 
like a princess and gave her hospitality at the house of one of his 
wives Hind, daughter of Asma™ ; 

But after one of these interviews Al-Hajjij said to his 
chamberlain, **Go and cut her tongue" ! The chamberlain sent for 
a barber and went with him before Laila. ‘Unfortunate’! cried 
the stranger on seeing the scissors, “Do you know that the words 
of the Amir have no other meaning than this ? Cut her tongue by 
giving her presents. by bounty! Go back to your master and 
consult him anew”. When he heard his chamberlain ask how he 
should interpret the orders he had received, Al-Hajjaj burst into 
wrath and was going to cut the tongue of the chamberlian, who had 
failed to understand him. Finally he brought Laila, who recited 
this verse : 


Ae sach la let else 
(uai usc  sfobsdidu ticle 


"O Al-Hajjàj! you have none superior to you except the Caliph and 
the Eternal whom we ask pardon. 
O Al-Hajjāj ! you are the spearhead of war when it roars; you arc 
for men a light shining in the darkness" ! 

The Amir wished to offer 500 ewes to the poetess. ‘*O Amir”! 
shouted the poetess, “Change them into white she-camels. You are 


1. 'Aghanr, Vol. XVI, P. 162. 
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too generous to restrict here your bounty”! Al-Hajjaj blushed and 
granted 500 white she-camel!, 

Among other eulogists of Al-Hajjaj was the poet Al-Hakam 
ibn 'Abdul-Asadi who was generously rewarded for his praises?, 
Abūan-Najm al-Fadl ibn Oudāma al-Oālī, received a piece of land 
from Al-Hajjáj?. The poet ‘Ubaid ibn Mauhab defended the military 
honour of Al-Hajjaj in his eulogy and said to the Governor of 
Mecca, Al-Harith ibn Khalid, “Don’t mention Al-Hajjaj, other than 
to speak good of him for though guilty, you will see his goodness? ! 

If Al-Hajjaj rewarded generously the poets who espoused his 
cause and supported his political proclivities, there were others who 
had the misfortune to displease him by their invectives and satires. 
We have already seen, that he was nicknamed ‘Kulaib’ by many of 
them : 

** Has Kulaib forgotten the time of his Jowliness when he taught the 
Sürat of Kauthar ? 

A loaf of bread which was offered to him appeared as small as the 
whirl of a spindle and another as big as the moon in its full glare’. 
When Caliph ‘Abdul Malik ordered Al-Hajjaj to dissolve his 
marriage with Umm Kulthūm at the instance of Khalid ibn Yazid, 
a poet called Ja‘far, brother of Ibn az-Zubair, wrote the following 
verse to mark the affront inflicted on the powerful Amir : 


Gee Me Ne La mae Lg K) el des 
7 + ; 
9 9.49) J as ties f om Lol los Oates 


“OQ son of Yusuf! you found the Prince of the Believers burning 
with anger, because you turned down his order. 

You complained when after your marriage with her, he communi- 
cated to you through the messengers, who arrived trotting and 
galloping on their horses! You know that Y blushed at what 
happened and by God ! a man like you must feel ashamed at it"*! 

1. Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, : "Igd', Vol, III, P. 355. 

* Aghàáni', Vol. X, P. 81. 
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"Indeed amongst Thagīf, two imposters came (into the world)—the 
old who is dead and the new one who is still alive. May my master 
deliver Thagīf to the hands of Hamdān for a day till the night, and 
Thaqif will fall into oblivion! We have armed ourselves to face 
the infidel and agitator, when he has abandoned religious faith for 
oppression and apostasy. 

We are armed under the order of the master and prince 
‘Abdur Rahman, who is marching at the head of the troops of 
Qahtan resembling a swarm of ants. 

At the head of Ma‘add ibn 'Adnān, who has led a noisy buzzing 
multitude (of soldiers), 
Tell then Al-Hajjaj, the friend of Satan, to fight the army of 
Madghhij and Hamdan. 

They will make him drink the poisoned cup of death, they will 
overtake him even at the house of Marwan. 

The poet ibn Hilizza al-Yashkuri, who also accompanied 
‘Abdur Rahman said, 


lala LAL LU ioraa 
eoria Lar hbo 


“We have brought our cavalry from Zaranj; you will have no rest 
against us, O Al-Hajjāj ! 

You will be ripped open by the blows of the lances, or you will take 
to flight. And this last road is the surest for yow”. 

At-Tufail ibn ‘Amir ibn Wathila, another poet said, 


Caparo bom A _bl Sei zl dial 
< Vartas LS" 


“Announce to Al-Hajjaj that the hands of the Musalmans hold , 
suspended over his head a punishment from which he will have 
no escape. : u 
When we alight in the two capitals, Muhammed (son of Al-Hajjāj) 
will take to flight but fight will not save the son of the cursed”? 
When Al-Hajjāj passed along the dead body of this poet on the 
battlefield, he replied to his verse thus! «They knew well that you- 
deserved more than us the misfortune you had wished for us. God 


1. *'Ansāb', P. 329. |, < 
2. Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, P. 1066. 


‘the constéliation nk thet Se Rane 





196 AI-Hajjaj Ibn Y üsuf 


"He is a brother who had enriched all the south of the land 
(Yemen); he i$ a son who had enriched the two *Iráqs entirely. 
The eagle has lost its wings ; or else, if his wings were torn away 
from him, he would have fallen down", : 

Al-Hajjaj pursued with inveterate hatred the poets who had 
been opposed to him: and not received his pardon. Such poets 
took asylum cither with Al-Hajjaj’s enemies or preferred to remain 
away from their homes in some alien country. Ka‘b ibn Ma'dàn 
al-Ashqari was the eulogist of Al-Muhallab and as seen had 
served as a messenger and praised the sons of Al-Muhallab after 
the Jatter’s victory over the Azragites. AJ-Hajjij not withstanding 
the valour of Al-Muhallab had the poct imprisoned and would 
have decapitated him, if the Caliph had not intervened?. 

‘Imran ibn Hittün as-Sadüsi went from place to place for 
fear of his invectives against Al-Hajjaj and then desperately settled 
in the neighbourhood of Kifa, almost under the eyes of the Amir. 
‘Imran, soon discovered, was conducted to Al-Hajjāj and by his 
order was put to death, to the great discontent of the Caliph, who 
shouted on learning of the execution, “May God cut the two 
hands of Al-Hajjāj; I shall put him to death”. A‘sha Hamdan 


shared a no better fate. *Ah, well ! said Al-Hajjāj when he was, 


brought before him after the fall of *Abdur Rahmān. ‘Are you the 
author of these verses”? “Yes, the tribe of Thagif consists of two 
imposters ; the old (Al-Mukhtar) and the new (Al-Hajjaj). 

May God deliver Thaqif to Hamdan”! ; 
«What do you mean by these words : ‘May God deliver Thaqif 
to Hamdan’? Now that God has delivered Hamdan to Thaqif”, 
said the Amir. And then after he had made him recite one of his 
Qasidas, he cut his head. 

The case of Yazid ibn al-Hakam, the Thaqifite, is, however, 
very strange. Taking his credentials, when appointed Governor 
of Faris, Yazid went before the Amir to take leave. The Amir 

said to the poet, “Recite to me one of your poems", seeking only 
the occasion to reward him. But instead of praising Al- Hajjāj or 
Banū Umayyah, the poet had the misfortune to recite a poem in 


1. Mubarrad, P. 293. 
*Ághanr', Vol. XIV, P. 89. 
Ibn Khallikān, Vol. I, P. 177. 
2. ‘Aghant’, Vol. XII, P. 60. 
3. ‘Aghani’, Vol. XVI, P. 60. 
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which he had celebiated his own glory. “Long live my father who 
snatched fiom the sons of Chusros a white standard, fluttering 
like the wings of an eagle who flies" ! 5 

Al-Hajjāj burst into anger atthese words. Yazid withdrew 
without taking leave and the chamberlain of the Viceroy came 
immediately, asking him to retuin his credentials saying on behalf 
of his master. “What cost you better, the inheritance of your 
father or these credentials’? To which the poet replied, ‘Tell 
Al-Hajjaj, 1 have inherited glory and good deeds from my ancestor, 
but you have only received at she-goat from your father at At-Tà'if". 
Then Yazīd took dsylum with Sulaimān who was an enemy of 
Al-Hajjāj in the royal house. 

The poet ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Hajjāj Abu'l-Aqra* who had taken 
part in the revolts against the authority of the Caliph obtained 
pardon from ‘Abdul Malik. Al-Hajjéj wrote to the Caliph and 
1equested him to send the poet for due punishment. But ‘Abdullah 
ibn al-Hajjaj escaped the reprisals of the Amir, for the Caliph 
pleased with the poets eulogies about his bounty, did not comply 
with the wishes of his servant*, Another poet who was persecuted 
by Al-Hajjaj for his satires against the Amir, was Waddah ibn 
Ismá'iP. 

Several poets, who had in the beginning satirised Al-Hajjàj, 
later sought his pardon and entered the list of his panegyrists. 
Such was Al-‘Udail ibn al-Faraj al-ljfi. When Al-Hajjaj arrived 
in ‘Iraq, Al-‘Udail found refuge in flight, for fear of his vengeance. 
He went from tribe to tribe, always pursued by the secret agents 
of Al-Hajjaj while he said : 


He ores Sw PL LL. Skoler Zeer 
9 esi gu au Lél wue Ales 


"The hand of Al-Hajjáj is too short to 1each me ; there is between 
us an immense space for the flight of the quick camels. 

There are boundless deserts where the fantastic mirage resembles 
a cloak washed by the hands of washer-womenf, 


i. ‘Aghant’, Vol. XI, P. 101. 
2. *Aghānī', Vol. XII, P. 32, 
3. Abü Tammàm, *Hamisa', Vol, II, Pp. 481-482. 
4. 'Aghinr, Vol. XX, P. 12. 
Ibn Qutaiba, ‘She‘rwa Sho‘ara’, P. 245. 
Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. 287. 
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; dlāēšitical: nais (nugāt) classified differently’ as dt was “deemed 
appropriate. "For a timē the people transcribed the. Qur'an with. 
eed ortiographical marks but this did not prevent them from. 
iinserting their own marks'. Al-Hajjaj, therefore, in view of this 
` gew danger caused his edition of the holy ook to be spread in the 
` provinces and prohibited with severity the reading of the text of 
„Ibn Mas‘tid. One day the son of Yusuf shouted from the pulpit, 

Se “By God! If I order you to go out of this door and you get 
- out. of the other, I shall be free to shed your blood, You should 
* know, therefore, that I shall cut off the necks of all those I find 

reading the text of Ibn Umm ‘Abd (the son of the mother of a 

slave)". This was the name Al-Hajjaj attributed to Ibn Mas'ud. 

* Although, Al-Hajjáj's desire to prevent an incorrect reading of the 

Wels. hook, Was snotinated BY Kis pokal hapi of uniting, his 
“country men under one banner and on? book, one cannot help. 
“noticing the literary propensities of the man, who had equally 
. discredited the use of local dialects in 4 move to unite them in a 

. native use of the Arabic language. Al.Hajfj's interests were more 
secular and objective. 
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AL-HAJJĀJ AS A MAN 


In this chapter, we will study the physical and personal 
traits of Al-Hajjaj. 

Weak and unappealing in appearance, Al-Hajjaj possessed a 
remarkable appetite for rich food He was a great organiser of 
banquets. 

Al-Hajjāj was jealous and vindictive by nature; he was 
equally stern and severe towards his enemies but not relentlessly 
cruel. Al-Hajjāj was not a pious Muslim, But, he was also not 
a sceptic. i - 

Al-Hajjaj possessed a solid human personality. He was a 
man of full personal courage, untiring effort and inveterate through- 
ness. Al-Hajjaj was a great political foice in Islàm a soldier—a 
statesman, who pursued his object with singleness of purpose and 
retained it with a shrewd intellect and a massive constructive ability. 

Al-Hajjaj died in 95 A.H. (714 A.D.). 

Born with some natural deformities which left him constitu- 
tionally very weak, Al-Hajjaj did not possess a smart and appealing 
appearance. He was, we have seen, lean in body and solid in his 
legs ; he had a fiat head and sunken shoulders. He was a nyctalops 
and his courtiers attributed his infirmity to the continuous persual 
of his administrative book’. In order to embellish a_ little his 
discomfiting ugliness, Al-Hajjaj combed his hair carefully and dyed 
his hands and feet in some hue’. S 

Notwithstanding his physical weakness, Al-Hajjāj had a 
remarkable appetite for rich food and an equal appetite for orga- 
nising great banquets. “Every day”, says Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih’, 
* AI-Hajjàj invited the courtiers, particularly his dear Syrians to the 
royal feasts”. "And every day”, says Mubarrad', **he seated them 
1. Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, « ‘Iqd’, Vol. IIL, Pp. 21-22. 

Tabari, ‘Tarikh’, Vol. II, P. 871. 
2. Jbn'Abd Rabbihi, * Jqd', Vol. HII, P. 22. , 
3, Ibn'Abd Rabbihi, **Iqd', Vol. TII, P. 7. 
4. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. 173. i 
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A 


at the thousand tables. At every table, there was the "hard 


(soup), meat-bread and fresh-fish”. 

Al- Hajjsj personally feasted his guests, Carried in a litter, 
he went round each table, at which sat ten guests and observed 
how they were setved. For his own service Al-Hajjaj had two 


cup-bearers; one for pouring honey and the other for milk!. The 


author of ‘Iqd al-Farid adds that AJ-Hajjaj served ten kinds of 
dishes and that there was rice mixed with sugar. If the sugar was 
not served in time, Al-Hajjàj would order two hundred flogs to the 
forgetful and negligent servants and after such corrections, the 
latter never appeared in the banquet-hall without baskets of sugar 
under their arm-pits?. Al-Hajjāj catered to the favourite choices of 
his guests. He asked fis companions one day who were seated 
around him that cach one of them should write the favourite dish 
on a: piece of paper supplied for the purpose and put in under his 
mat. When these papers were observed, says Qutaiba, the 
unanimous choice stood for dates and butter®, Al-Hajjaj evidently 
supplied it to his visitors. 

Extreme in his habits of eating as he was, Aj-Hajjaj occa- 
sionally enjoyed frightening his guests when they were seated at 
the richly displayed tables and thus put them temporarily out of 
their wits by his tragic humour. One day when he had several 
guests at his table and among them was Muhammed Ibn ‘Umair 
ibn ‘Utarid, he turned towards the latter in the middle of the 
dinner and said “OQ Muhammed! Do you remember when Qutaiba 
Ibn Muslim called you to my help on the day of Rastaqabadh. 
You said to him, ‘I have neither a she-camel nor a he-camel’. And 
then you made a similar request to God, implormg, *O God, lend 
to AlHajjáj neither a she-camel nor a he-camel?"! “Hold this 
man by, the hand”, ordered the Amir to the guard, “Take his 
sword and cut his neck", And as Al-Hajjaj uttered these words, 
he turned round with a smile towards Hajjar ibn Abjar who guilty 
of a similar fault had felt a shiver thiough his body. In the 
meanwhile, the pastry-cook brought a big milk and butter cake 
baked in the oven. “Put it neat Muhmmed”, said Al-Hajjaj, “for 
he likes milk-diet very much”, And then to the man who held the 
Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P, 173, 
ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘ ‘Iqd’, Vol. TL, P. 7. 

Qutaiba, *Uyün al-Akhbar', Vol. III, P. 197, det 
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3 “unfortunate guest, ‘he’ šaid, "Guard; shot liis sword nd govi. 
"Mastūdī? and. Mubarrad?' "place AL -Hajjàj: among met eo 
* have béen voracious glūttons i i.e. men like Caliph - Mirā āwiājalr don. 
n Abr Sufyan, ` “‘Ubaidullah ibn Ziyād and’ Caliph Sulaiman: ibn ‘Abdul: 
. Malik. “The greed of eating at the table”, said Al-Hajjāj ` “himself, 5 
“is more hideous than leprosy on the body”, with such’ a: i greedy. 
appetite Al- Hajjāj no doubt did not observe fasts.: In Gne op e. 
country-sidé walks, he invited an Arab of the. desert to share’ "With: 
him his meal. There is someone who is more: generous to: "inyite 
me than you are, said the Beduin. ‘I must help’ myself to. ‘this. 
call (invitation)”, “Who is he"? asked .Al-Hajjaj. . “It” is; "God, s 

(May He be blessed and- exalted). He has invited "hie to fast’ 
for Tam on fast today”, replied the Beduin. . “Break your’ “fasts. 
. today, “you may fast tomorrow"! asked Al-Hajjaj. - -Does t és 
Amir guarantee me life tomorrow"? asked the blunt. ‘Beduin, v 
*"That I cannot do", replied Al-Hajjāj. “Then- why do you ‘ask: mes 
to exchange the present for an uncertain tomorrow” 7 “Because: 
it is very pleasant to eat’. ‘Yes, but God is. neither: pleased 
with your. baker nor with your cook, for what he: loves ; ds. 
moral health". I have never had a more unfortunate: day", 4 
replied Al-Ķajjāj, i irritated. Ls away. this man from me”, lié" 
orderedē, SEENEN 
. Al-Hajjàj loved honey very much. ' He wrote to the doveri 
of Fāris, Send to me from Khullàr (a district in Fāris). the- Honey: 
of new bees in à pot which has not been put on the-fire*. Al-Hajjaj x 
.loved soup dish very much. He observed, says Qutaiba in^ "Uyün. f: 
"al-Akhbar', and counted that Al- Hajjāj ‘took id) gone zy. 
‘each eaten with a handful of fish-soup’. 
- Al-Hajjaj did not take wine and refused it vif "T was s offers A 

- .'Being at the court of Damascus, one day Caliph Al-Walid Said. to. i 
„> him, "Will you take wine”? “Prince of the Believers”. replied: SS 
* ĀLBlajjāj, “That what you allow-is not forbidden but I bag" noi: 

UC permitted the inhabitants of my province t to take wine ‘and I fe ry: 
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transgressing the precept of the faithful servant!, Besides. I do not 
wish to oppose what he has disallowed"?, 

Al-Hajjij was a man of extreme virtues and vices. His 
character has been subject to severe observation. Among his 
vices, we may note some of his faults he admitted to the Caliph 
‘Abdul Malik. “Describe to me, then your traits’, asked the 
Caliph one day. “Prince of the Believers”, replied Al-Hajjaj, 
“Excuse me for them’. ‘No. I desire you to enumerate them to 
me”, insisted the Caliph. ‘Ah, well! I am quarrelsome, jealous 
and rancorous”, said Al-Hajjāj. "But you are then of Satan’s 
race”, said the Caliph. ‘Exactly’, admitted Al-Hajjaj and becoming 
witty added, “when Satan sees me, he treats me like his old 
friend’ 9. 

“J have nevei seen any person like Al-Hajjaj”, reports one of 
his contemporaries in ‘Iqd al-Farid’. He had the air of a perfidious 
man, spoke like a Khārijite and flared like a beast”*. *Al-Hajjāj 
had, in fact”, reports the author of ‘Aghani’, ‘‘a choleric, passionate 
and irascibly irritable temperament ; a dismal character and it is 
reported that he scarcely laughed at all*. — AI-Hajjaj was, in fact, 
a dismal character, jealous and vindictive ; irascible and invidious. 

The two most notorious faults attributed to Al-Hajjàj are his 
cruelty and impiety. According to Mas'ūdī, Al-Hajjāj confessed 
himself, “that his great joy was to shed blood and to undertake 
things which no one had dared to do before him and no one had 
given him the example’’®. And the author of “‘Iqd al-Farid’, reports 
this passage from one of Al-Hajjaj’s sermons. ‘I have for my whip 
the sword, whose leather belt hangs round my neck and whose hilt 
is in my hand; its sharp blade will be the collar of those whom I 
take by surprise". Ibn Khallikan says, “It is not known and not 
possible to veiify how many massacres Al-Hajjaj committed, how 
much blood he shed and how many tortures he prepetrated. It is 
said that Ziyad ibn Abihi tried to imitate the Prince of the Believers 


TL The Prophet Muhammed. 
2, Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, P. 323. 
3. Ton ‘Abd Rabbilu, * Tgd”, Vol, HI, P. 22, 
, »lbnal-Athir, ‘Kamil’, Vol, Iv, P. 463. 
4. Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihr, * *Igd', Vol, HI, P, 22, 
5. ‘Aghant’, Vol. N, P. 40. 
6. Mas'üdi, 'Murūy adh Dhahab*, Vol. HI, P. 133. 
7. Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘ dgd?, Vol. IT, P. 188. 
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with the old and general traditions of Baladhuri and Qutaiba. 
In Basra as in Kūfa, we have seen that Al-Hajjāj had a general 
pardon proclaimed and those who laid down their arms received 
security. Madā'inī's tradition in “Ansib al Ashraf’ unequivocally 
supports this measure of Al-Hajjáj. He writes, *"When Al-Hajjáj 
had captured the supporters of ‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash‘ath after 
his victory, Qutaiba ibn Muslim said, 


Lt : cub D A 
alabb aio iL Shej dohi] 
-ploya 

*God bless the Amir! God has granted you victory and that is 


what you desired. And what He (God) seeks from you is pardon”. 
When Caliph ‘Abdul Malik received this news, he said, 


ODE rer) lis Abe elt Au 2022855 4 


“Qutaiba is generous in offering this advice and AJ-Hajjaj is superb 
in accepting it”?! We cannot, therefore, in the light of these 
varying facts accept categorical figures about Al-Hajjij’s persecu- 
tions nor generalise statements to adjudge his tortures. What we 
can, at best, affirm from these accounts is that Al-Hajjaj pursued 
his enemies with inveterate fury and perpetrated severe punishments 
on them often verging on the point of barbaric cruelty. Caliph 
*Abdul Malik had to remonstrate him on a number of occasions 
and instruct him to be moderate and sparing towards them. But 
there were a number of occasions when he himself showed his 
clemency. 

The famous Jogician and scholar ‘Amir ash-Sha‘bi had taken 
part in the revolt of ‘Abdur Rahman al.Ash'ath. Conducted 
before Al-Hajjaj ; he said, 
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*O Amir! Ihave Dus id to. ik Ls das Bon ‘on. an 
which God alone knows is’ not ‘based on. truth,” or 


ae? To which Ash-Sha'bi said, ^God bless the ‘Amir! “After you 4 
we remained awake, fearful and. terror-stricken, Fast friends » deserted 
us and there was no Amir. better. than you. 
allowed ‘Amir ash-Sha‘bi to. go.’ 
his sals den and pardoned himi. ` 
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Al-Hajjāj began to laugh and granted liberty to the heretic woman'. 

Jt was a solecism which saved the life of Kuthayyir ibn 
Abi-Kuthayyir. *Whatis your name"7 asked Al-Hajjaj "Ibn 
Abā-Kuthayyir (instead of ibn Abi-Kuthayyir)”, said the accused. 
Al-Hajjáj, who had the gift of ready speech, had asked the prisoners 
to learn how to express themselves with elegance and correction. 
When he heard a mistake so gross, he shouted, *Go away! May 
God curse you and he?, who has sent you"?! Al-Hajjaj equally 
pardoned those who attracted the Amir by their eloquence. “By 
God”! said a Khārijite to the companions whom the Amir had 
ordered to cut his neck. “If we are noted for the number of sins, 
you are distinguished for the generosity of your pardon”. “Shame 
on the mute-dead bodies, who stand around me”, shouted Al-Hajjaj 
to his officers. "None of you has known how to find such a nice 
word’, And he granted life to the accused, 

Sometimes Al-Hajjaj accorded pardon to the repentant, to 
the penitent? and also to the courageous. He had ordered his 
lieutenant of Yamüma to send to him a terrible brigand called 
Jahdar ibn Rabi‘a al-‘Ukli. He was a brave warrior, a frightful 
champion, a depredator and a poet. Al-Hajjaj promised to spare 
the life of this malefactor, on the condition that he would kill a 
big and strong lion that they had captured in the district of Kaskar. 
Jahdar with feet tied, his right arm bound to his neck attacked 
the beast with the sword. He succeeded in striking him fatally, 
whereupon Al-Hajjaj shouted in joy, *Allah Akbar" and not only 
did he set Jahdar free but left him the choice to return to Yamāma 
or stay in his service. The brigand chose the latter course and was 
showered with presents by Al-Hajjáj*. 

Al-Hajjaj was also accessible to the sentiments of pity. Caliph 
"Abdul Malik had ordered him to kill Aslam ibn ‘Abdul Bakri. 

' When the accused appeared before Al-Hajjaj, he reminded him of 
this precept of the Qur'ün, “O You, who hath believed! If a 
perverted man brings to you news, find first if it is true, etc? and 
1. Ibn Abd Rabbihi, * od", vol I, Pp. 184-185. 

2. The Prefect of Basra, Al-Hakam ibn Ayyüb, * 'Iad', Vol. III, P, 221. 
3, Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, * ‘Iqd", Ibid, 
r4. Ton ‘Abd Rabbih', Tad", Vol. I, P. 184. 
5. Ton ‘Abd Rabbihi, ‘ ‘Iqd’, Vol. I, P. 177. 
‘Aghani’, Vol. XVI, Pp. 41, 44 and 45. 
6. Ibn Shikir, "Uyün', P. 32. ; 
7. Qur'ün, XLIX, 6. 
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he protested his innocence. Then he brought before Al-Hajjāj 
twenty four persons, of whom he was the only support. One of 
them declared that she was his mother, the other that she was his 
aunt, the third that she was his wife and the fourth that she was 
his daughter, and so on. Amongst the last, Al-Hajjaj noticed a 
little girl, who was hardly ten years old. ‘What is your relation 
with this man” ? asked Al-Hajjaj. “Iam his daughter (May God 
protect the Amir") ! and she recited these beseeching verses : 


Coss Milanese» — SL Pile ae 
(ceo lu ES 5 VL AS za» 
Lee oF oitydlale — da lie Peet doer ze 
Lal lll Eai 


“O Al-Hajjij! Have you considered what will be the plight of his 
daughters and aunts, who will weep for him the whole night? 
O Al-Hajjaj! How many persons will you cause to perish by killing 
him ? Eight, ten, two and four. 

O Al-Hajjāj! who will take his place to support us ? 

Be indulgent, and don't add to our distress ! 

O Al-Ķajjāj! Either grant us generously his grace or unite us with 
him in death”! Al-Hajjāj was moved. “I swear”, said he, “J will 
never treat you with ciuelty and not add to your distress”. 


Ana So Nh palleocslYeols 


He wrote a letter to the Caliph narrating to him this sight and 
obtained mercy for the accused’. 

Al-Hajjaj was, in fact, not inexorable in his punishments. He 
has to his credit many noble and magnanimous actions which show 
that inspite of his irascible and bizarre temper, he was relenting 
chance to offer their repentance and when they failed to give some 
sincere excuse for their seditious activities or proved adamant in 
their hostile convictions, he ordered them to be executed. Such 
was the case with Sa‘id ibn Jubair. 

Sa‘id ibn Jubair a freed black slave (negro) of Banu Wāliba, 
branch of Bani Asad, was one of the men, who in his time was 
the best interpreter of the Qur'àn. He had formerly been sent by 
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i 
Al-Hajjaj to liquidate the forces of ‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Ash‘ath 
and he was even charged, it is said, to bring to obedience the 
rebellious general. But yielding to the promises and threats, he 
joined the party of revolt. He appeared at last before Al-Hajjaj, 
who interrogated him. “O Sa'īd, what had made you revolt 
against me"? "May God protect the Amir", said Said, "Iam 
one of those Muslims who soon commit sins and soon make 
amends". This reply calmed the son of Yūsuf and brightened his 
forehead. Sa'id drew a good omen from this beginning. Then he 
answered a new question from Al-Hajjàj. “I was tied by an oath 
to *Abdūr Rahmān ibn Muļammed ibn al-Ash'ath", he replied. 
«At his declaration the Amir burst in fury and he was for a moment 
a prey of his agitation so furious that one of the extremities of his 
coat fell down from his shoulder. ‘O Sa‘id! he shouted. ‘When 
I arrived in Mecca and killed ibn az-Zubair, did I not receive the 
oath of loyalty from the inhabitants of this town and your oath to 
the Prince of the Believers? “Assuredly”. “Then when I came to 
Kiifa to govern ‘Iraq and I got renewed the oath of loyalty in favour 
of the Prince of the Believers, did I not receive your oath a second 
time’? “Tt is true”, replied Sa‘id. “You have perjured your oath 
twice to the Prince of the Believers and you keep the only oath 
given to a weaver the son a weaver”. 

According to Mubarrad, Al-Hajjaj also had the following 


. conversation with Sa'īd ibn Jubair. “When I came to Kūfa, where 


only men of pure Arab race lived, didn't I creat you Imām” ? It 
is true", replied Sa'id. “Then did I not appoint you Oādī? And 
as'the inhabitants of Kūfa protested saying that this charge should 
be conferred only on the Arabs, didn’t I order Abu Burdah, whom I 
appointed in your place not to solve any conflict abruptly, and 
«without consulting you”? “It is true”, replied Sa‘id. “Then 
didn’t I put you amongst the number of my night attendants, when 
the rest were chosen from the chiefs of the Arabs"? "It is is true". 
"Didn't I give you 100,000 dirhems for distribution to the poor? 
And then, didn’t I ask you to account for the use you had made of 
the amount’. ‘It is right”, replied Saīd. “Why, then, did you 
take up arms against me’? And Sa‘id replied as we have said, 
"I was bound by an oath to ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhmmed in 
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al-Ash'ath'?, The end of this conversation was tragic. Al-Hajjaj 
asked his name, to which Sa‘id replied, “My name is Sa'id ibn 
Jubair" (Lucky son of a bonesetter) “No”, replied Al-Hajjāj. 
“Your name is Shaqi ibn Kusair, (Miserable son of a breaker)". 
“My father knew my name better than you do”. ‘What do you 
think of the Caliphs" ? asked Al-Hajjij changing the topic. “You 
are not their mandatory". ‘‘Choose the manner of death by which 
you like to perish’. “Choose it for yourself, vile! Know it well 
that whatever be the death that you inflict on me today, you will 
have the same in the other world”. At the signal from the Amir,’ 
Sa‘id was conducted to the torture. He went away laughing. 
Al-Hajjaj ordered him to be brought back and asked what made 
him laugh. Sa‘id 1eplied, “I admire your audacity against God ^ 
and the grace of God towards you”, And Al-Hajjaj ordered him 
to be executed, Turning his face against the earth, Sa‘id pronoun- 
ced these words: “J confess that there is no god but God: that” 
He has no equal; that Muhmmed is His servant and messenger, 
and that Al-Hajjājis not a Musalmān”. Then he added, “God, 
don't allow Al-Hajjāj to order another death after me”, and he was 
beheaded?. It is clear from the interrogation reported above, that 
Sa'īd ibn Jubair had committed a real mistake towards Al-Hajjaj 
and had ill-paid his favours. Sa‘id’s principal excuse almost the 
only one remarked by Tabari is, *they used violence against me", 
said he in one of his responses. 3 
According to a tradition reported by.the Arab chronicles! 
Al-Hajjaj showed a strange agitation soon after the death of Sa‘id. 
In his trouble, he began crying like à mad man. ‘‘Our chains! 
Our chains?! Those who surrounded him, thinking that he was 
asking those of Sa‘id, cut the two feet of the dead body to the height 
of the ankles and took the chains which they carried to Al-Hajjáj. 
At night Al-Hajjāj awoke frightfully at the sight of his victim, . Who 
held the covers, took him by the neck, saying in a strong voice, 
«Enemy of God! Why have you killed me”? To which AlHajjāj. 


1. Mubarrad, ‘Kamil’, Pp. 285-286. 
2. Mastūdī, 'Murüj adh Dhahab', Vol. TIT, Pp. 173-174. 
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. replied, “What is there between me and Sa‘id ibn Tuba"? “What 
is there between me and Sa'īd ibn Jubair” ? This tradition has no 
logical context and appears to be given in support of Sa‘id’s sub- 
version. i 

We can in the light of the above facts afirm with Adh- 
Dhahabi? that. Al-Hajjij was the best of men for the submissive 
subjects, he was the most terrible for the recalcitrants”. To the 
penitent, he accorded pardon, to the obdurate, the gallows. There 
was no half-way house with Al-Hajjaj. 

When we examine Al-Hajjaj’s religious beliefs we sec that his 
principal cult had for its object after God, the ruling Caliph. And 
in this political devotion to the ruling dynasty. Al-Hajjaj, disparaged 
the authority of the Prophet and subordinated it to that of his 
master. He attributed to the Caliph the power of opening the doors 
of Paradise. He used to say, ‘‘Certainly, the lieutenant of God on 
the earth is greater than his missionary towards men'?, Andina 
letter addressed to Caliph ‘Abdul Malik, he declared, that the heaven 
and the earth could not exist without the grace of the caliphate ; that 
the caliph in divine estimation was superior to the cherubims, the 
Prophets and the Apostles’. And he defended his theological 
thesis by saying, “That God created Adam with His own hands, . 
obliged the angels to worship him, gave him His Paradise to live 
in. then He made him descend on the earth where He appointed him 
His lieutenant, where He'sent him as ambassadors, His angels’. 

These religious opinions of Al-Hajjàáj increased the fold of 
his enemies, many of whom refused to be present at the religious 
offices over which he presided in the great mosque; others while 
joining him prayed in their own way’. The inhabitants of ‘Iraq 
refused to accompany him on a pilgrimage to Mecca. It is not 
known in which years, A great number among ihem considered 
him an infidel and accused him of demolishing stone by stone, the 
edifice of Islim?. He is qualified as a Harürite and Azragite by 
others’, Still others considered him impious and irreligious. “He 
1. Tabarī, "Tārīkt”, Vot. IT, Pp. 1265-1266. i 
2. Adh Dhahabi, ‘Tacikh al-Islam’, Vol. 1, P. 652. 
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+ One: “day a: Khārijite. woman: :Was ; brought before: ALHajjaj.: "She 
„stood: erect, in’ his: présence, without lifting: up: Her: '6yes;- "ook: iat 
the Amir", said Macht ibn Abi-Muslim to. her... c feel ashamed”, 


she: replied; to look. upon. one, on. Whom: God. turns amas His 
eyes”, a - 








“AL-Hajjaj was, in M not à pious- ‘Muslim. He” "Was". equally 
: not an infidel nora sceptic. He was a rationalist who: showed his 
Muslim faith i in many circumstances of his. life, He: beļieved i in: ‘the 
prophetic mission of the Prophet and in the truth of his. doctrines: 
_ He quoted unreservedly from the holy book: ‘He revised the’ pue: 
tùation marks of the. holy text; set at liberty the accused. who 
referred to the holy authority in defence of their plea and preferred 
to appoint a Muslim teacher for his son. He ordered a new. cons- 
truction of the holy Ka‘ba, built many a new mosque and respected 
men of faith, who acknowledged the Umayyad Caliph, «as: their 
overlord. . “Where: -his political interests were concerned; «Al-Hājjāj 
subordináted everything to policy. . And since piety was never: his 
motive,. he: cancelled ‘the invidlability of. the holy-places with the 
: conviction, that his opponents misused their sanctuary and used it 
for seditious activities against the state. It was with such a purpose 
in view that he exposed the Ka‘ba to danger and punished the- old 
‘companions of the Prophet. But Al- Dana bore no hatred: for 
Islam. He desired religion to absolve itself of its - political proclivi- 
ties. In this move he was far in advance of his times. b. 
"An equitable appreciation of Al-Hajjaj s works s personality 
must not prevent us from acclaiming with interest some, vof; his 
remarkable virtues and exonerate him from the wrath of his ehemies; 
Such.was also the opinion of his famous compatriot- D Thadifite 
‘Abdul Wahhab. ‘When you speak of Al- Hajjaj”; said; Ther “You 
only mention that what he did bad". 
Al-Hajjàj ibn Yüsuf had in fact a troublesome life: but. midst 
a period of storm and stress, he stood unshaken in his. convictions 
like a man who was determined from the very beginning, to: win jis y 
way through a struggle at once long and obstinate. . AL Hire e 
sole policy was determined by his singleness: of. pūrpose-Ēhis: loyalty. 
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and devotion to the Umayyad dynasty. “Never was there a 
servant more devoted than was Al-Hajjaj to the family of Marwan"!, 
said Caliph Al-Mansur. Having once offered his services to the 
ruling house, Al-Hajjij recognised no superior than the Caliph 
and t was on this basis that he stood for the integrity of the Muslim 
state, for justice, for public order and well-being of the citizens 
and a loyalty no less equal to his own. 

A. persistent. and relentless fighter as he was, Al-Hajjaj found 
no means inapt for securing his end. He did not let his courage 
fail under any circumstances He was equally not cowed down by 
superstition or tradition. Throughout his life, he pressed forward 
incessantly and directed the whole of his energy towards his object 
of establishing his master's authority over Arabia and consolidating 
his strength. 

Ful of courage and conviction, Al-Hajjaj possessed an 
abounding capacity to pull himself out of any impasse. He bad 
an equal confidence in his strategy and judgment and, however, 
unpalatable or insecure the task before him, he always felt safe 
to grapple with the toughest problems and steer clear of all 
difficulties. With his tact, firmness and purposeful determination, 
Al-Hajjaj assumed the role of leadership from the very beginning 
and as always remained a master of solid triumphs and constructive 
feats, reducing mighty threats of his enemies to mute inactivity and 
confounding them with his giant strength. 

By profession a teacher and soldier, by training and habit, 
Al-Hajjaj remained an inveterate believer in discipline and thorough- 
ness ahd above. all a great organiser, qualities which evoked ready 
response from his master. With his officials and subordinates, 
Al-Hajjij always remained strict and stern, even with the highly 
and like a hard task-master remonstrated them for their inabilities. 
Nevertheless, he confided in them his trust and offered them a 
liberal role to prove their mettle but never allowed their reins to 
slip from his hands. He knew how to break them or make them 
feel his curb, when they failed to reconcile themselves to his 
instructions or reared their heads against his authority. No doubt, 
Al-Hajjaj gave his relations a Jarge share in the enjoyment of his 
power but he never favoured them to the point of being political 
misfits. Vigilant of the interests of his master, mindful of the 
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welfare of those whom he commanded, Al-Hajjàj instilled faith and 
confidence in his ranks and demanded an unstinted devotion. 
Granted by God with the raie quality of personal courage and 
incalculable political sagacity, his subordinates could not find a 
better example of selfless devotion and service and unremitting 
labours; a man who could force his heart, nerve and sinew into 
untiring effort ; a man who made it incumbent on others to perform 
their duty—regardless of their own interests and thereby uniting 
them to the interests of the state. 

Al-Hajjaj possessed a superiority of intellect, a massive 
constructive ability and a fine perception to choose the rightful 
persons and use them to better purposes. He kept a watch upon 
those whom he might need and place them in his service at the 
opportune moment. Once selected. Al-Hajjaj made trials of their 
strength and if they proved inagile or weak for the task before 
them, he did not take long in deposing them. Nevertheless, he 
felt jealous of those who outstripped him or frowned upon him.- 
Their sentiments found expression particularly in Khalid ibn Yazid 
ibn Mu'üwiyah, Yazid ibn Muhallab and ‘Abdur Rahman ibn 
al-Ash‘ath. 

Al-Hajjàj was extremely stern towards those who committed 
faults, however, light. He was equally severe to the administrators 
who disposed of the state 1cvenues negligently or failed to give an 
honest account of them. Having claimed from Salim ibn Salih 
an enormous sum that this man could not pay in time, Al-Hajjāj 
sold his goods, devastated his farm and dispersed his family; then 
he sold Salim as a slave to a notable of Küfa!, When Al-Muhallab, 
was unable to pay the amount of money due to him, Al-Hajjaj 
detained him for a year and allowed him to take up his post as 
Governor of Khuriisin when he was able to clear his accounts. 

Al-Hajjaj made and retained his word with honour and saw that 
his subordinates did not betray his faith. This tradition 1emained 
reputed even after his death. When Rutabil refused to pay his 
stipulated tribute to Caliph Sulaiman Ibn ‘Abdul Malik and again 
to Yazid ibn ‘Abdul Malik (the tribute that he had so regularly 
paid to Al-Hajjīj), he asked the ‘amils’ who came to collect 1t, 
«hat has become of the people who used to come empty bellied, 
faces darkened by the sun, their sandles of palm leaves” ? The 
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reply was, "They have passed away”. “They kept their word 
better than you and were more brave though you are a little better 
looking", said Rutabil. ‘And one of the collectors asked, “What 
has come over thee? Thou did’st pay tribute to Al-Hajjaj and dost 
not to pay us". And Rutabil answered, “Al-Hajjaj was a man 
who did not consider what he spent, so long as he got what he 
wanted, even though not a dirhem was returned to him. But you 
do not spend a dirhem without wanting them to return ten in its 
place". And thereafter, he did not pay any tribute to any of the 
*amils! of the Umayyads or to Abii Muslim in Sijistān!. 

Al-Hajjaj was the most oulspoken compatriot whose secret 
thoughts could never be distinguished from what he said openly. 
But he did not pamper people into obedience. He coerced them. 
He never spent his patience in repeated negotiations with his 
opponents. Advised to be moderate towards them, he said, he 
found no other way to reduce his enemies than by his sword. In 
this, there was perhaps no one who represented the old time and 
the heathen principle so much as he did. But Al-Hajjaj was not 
inspired by any hatred for Islim. He was bitterly opposed to the 
orthodox, who refused to recognise the authority of his master or 
seek the interests of the state. The terrible religious storm that 
Al-Hajjāj allayed, c1eated a feeling of political solidarity in Islam. 

As a political archifect and organiser Al-Hajjaj took upon 
his shoulders the massive task of tiansforming the politically 
broken land into an integral unit. While as a soldier, he fought 
for his master’s standard, as a virtuous patriot and statesman, his 
achievements were far more superiot for he established the political 
unity of Arabia and created a feeling of political consciousness in 
the people, on whose shoulders they expanded the arms of the Arab 
conquest in the East as well as in the West. Unfortunately, the 
people of Arabia did not at once accept Al-Hajjaj’s purpose on its 
merits. They did not recognise the legitimacy of the existing rule 
and attempted to test it by the measure of the holy Qur'àn and 
their right to the caliphate and theocracy. 

Al-Ķajjāj was ambitious but not greedy for power. Through- 
out his life he evinced a remarkable acquicscence to his master’s 
authority and never for an instance challenged it or overruled it. 
This sense of filial obedience, was no doubt inspired by Al-Hajjaj’s 
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The Death of Al-Hajüjj 


Al-Hajjaj died of cancer in the year 95 A.H. His last days 
were miserable and painful. A general feeling of joy and delive- 
rance burst all over the country at his death. But with his end 
sounded the death knell of the Umayyad Caliphate. A period of 
decadence and disruption followed Al-Hajjaj’s death as it had prece- 
ded his rise to power. 

Al-Hajjaj died of cancer in the month of Ramadan in the year 
95 A.H. (June 714 A.D.). His end was miserably painful and 
agonising, devoid of sleep and rest. Conscious of his end he had 
written to his lieutenant Qutaiba ibn Muslim in 94 A.H. (713 A.D.). 
J have considered my age and here I am already 53. We were both 
born in the same year and a man who has walked for fifty years 
towards his end (watering place) is well near reaching it?. The son 
of Yusuf had, no doubt, felt the attacks of the cruel malady which 
put an end to his life. 

Al-Hajjaj's personal physician whom he occasionally consulted 
was the famous Tiyādhūg (Theodocus). Furatibn Shuhnathà who 
was a pupil of Tiyādhūg was also the physician of Al-Hajjāj. 
Tiyadhtiq died in 90 A H. (709 A.D.)*. 

The prescriptions and the counsels of Tiyādhūg given to 
Al-Hajjaj did not lack interest. When Al-Hajjaj experienced tink- 
ling irritation in the ears and migraine (sick or nervous) headache, 
this physician advised him to bathe his feet in hot water and oint 
them with balm. Tiyadhtiq also gave Al-Hajjaj the following pres- 
cription. “Only marry young women; eat the meat of young 
beasts and which is well cooked, do not use medical drugs except 
when ill; do not eat fruits unless ripe ; and chew well your food. 
After lunch you can have a sleep but after your meal at night do 
not go to bed before taking a walk, be it only hundred steps”. 
Tiyādhūg also used to say to Al-Hajjāj: Four things account for 
the span of life, bathing with full stomach, seeing a woman when 
the stomach is overcharged ; eating meat dried in the sun ; taking 
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cold water when fasting!. 

Tiyādhūg also cured Al-Hajjàj of a rare whim : The Governor 
had the habit of eating a kind of edible clay which was called 
"Sigillated earth". One day Al-Hajjàj asked Tiyādhūg what he 
should do to cure himself of this habit which was so detrimental to 
his health. “The will of a man like you". prescribed the physician. 
And it is said that Al-Hajjaj corrected himself?. 

Al-Hajjaj perhaps because he was a great cater complained 
towards the end of his life of a weak stomach and poor digestion. 
Tiyadhuq then prescribed Al-Hajjaj to chew the red skin of 
pistachio?, The physician of Al-Hajjaj, desirous to know exactly 
the nature of Al-Hajjaj’s ailment took a piece of meat that he tied 
to a thread and introduced it in his oesophagus (gullet). After a 
time he took out the thread and found the nest of a worm which 
was eating it^. 

Besides the cancer of the stomach, Al-Hajjāj also suffered 
from a cold fever. Although chafing dishes full of burning charcoal 
were placed around his bed and put very close to him that they 
burnt the skin, Al-Hajjaj did not feel the heat. He complained 
of his suffering to Al-Hasan aJ-Basri. The Jatter considering these 
as the chastisement of God said to him, “When T prevented you 
from attacking people you persisted", ‘“O Al-Hasan" ! replied 
Al-Hajjàj, "I am not asking you to pray to God to grant me better 
days; request Him only to hasten to take my soul and to put an 
end to my tortures”. This complaint extracted tears from the 
compassionate visitor. 

During his last illness Al-Hajjáj used to repeat the following 
verse of poet ‘Ubaid ibn Sufyān al-*Ukli, 


ailes Ši [INVE EU ERN UN 
v^ ues BU prie du! 


“O my God! my enemies have sworn that I will be one of the 


inhabitants of Hell. 
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Is it not due to their blindness that they swear? Unfortunately 
what opinion have they of the All Merciful, Who pardons all?! 
Āl-Hajjāj wrote a ‘letter to Caliph Al-Walid informing bim of his 
malady and at the end added ; - 


A abao Lehi dL] 
-Ab ena e i a E N Laa 
aaou AK e la 


“When I find God satisfied with me, my soul is filled with joy. 
The eternity of God is sufficient for me. I do not place my hope in 
the living. Those who have lived before us have tasted death, and 
we will also taste it one day”. 

Al-Hajjàj suffered terribly for fifteen days? before his death. 
He did not have any sleep or rest?. According to a tradition 
reported by Ibn Shākir a few moments before breathing his Jast, 
Al-Hajjáj said to an astrologer who was close to the head of his 
bed. ‘Don’t you see a king passing away” 7? "I see a king whose 
name is Kulaib". “True by God”! said Al-Hajjāj; *Kulaib is 
the name that my mother gave me": *'Itis you. in fact", replied 
the astrologer. ‘However, I shall send you before me to the other 
world", added the patient and he had the fortune-teller beheaded 
immediately’. Al-Hajjaj expired soon after in the year95 A.H. 
(714 A.D.y. He had lived 54 Muslim years, a little less than 53 
years by our calendar’. He was buricd in his city of Wāsit, where 
he had breathed his last. Like the inhabitants of At-Ta'if, who 
destroyed the tomb of Ibn az-Zubair at Mecca’, the *Iragians 
demolished that of Al-Hajjaj at Wāsit and directed there a course 
of water’, 
Ibn Khallikan, ‘Wafayat’, Vol. I, P. 176. 
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In his will, Al-Hajjàj once again affirmed his attachment to 
the ruling dynasty. 

“It is the testament of Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf ; he knows no obedience 
but to Al-Walid ibn ‘Abdul Malik ; it is in that he lives. and in it 
he dies, and in it he will resuscitate”. 

A general feeling of joy and deliverance burst over all parts 

of the country at the death of Al-Hajjāj. Al-Hasan al-Basri 
prostrated himself against the earth to express to God his gratitude, 
«At last, O God”, he said, "You have made him die! Let the 
traditions he established amongst us also die’? ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul 
‘Aziz who requested God to Jet Al-Hajjaj die a natural death, so 
that his punishment be more painful in his future life, equally pros- 
trated himself as a sign of gratitude*. There were people who cried 
in joy. Hind, daughter of Asma’ whom AlI-Hajjaj had divorced, 
saw his dead body in the shroud and said, **O corpse wrapped in 
shroud! our hearts rejoice to see you lying dead. You have been 
the partner of the cursed Satan ; now that you are dead. the partner 
abandons you”, ` 
The poet Al-Farazdaq, one of the contemporaries of the Viceroy 
of ‘Iraq, regretted his death, in one of his ‘Qasidas’. He said, 
“The shepherd who imposed on men their religion ; struck with 
Indian blade the head of all the recalcitrants is dead. 
The soldiers of the rear guard left in Transoxiana shout at his 
death. How unfortunate we are! The strength of our army is 
annihilated by the death of the man who re-affirmed our hearts 
in danger''!, 

No one could be more sad than Caliph Al-Walīd, at the 
loss of Al-Hajjàj. He publically expressed his grief, received the 
usual condolences and heard the funeral elegies of Al-Farazdaq and 
other poets. Tabari relates to us the following incident which 
expresses the regret of the Caliph at the death of Ihe Viceroy of 
*riq. One day Caliph was very distracted. While washing his 
hands before breakfast. his valet who did not have the right to 
speak to him without permission went on pouring water and the 
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Caliph was not washing the hands. “Are you asleep" ? said at 
last Al-Walid to the servant, while pouring water on his face. 
Then, raising his head and recovering from his absent mindedness 
said, “Do you know the news that I received last night"? “No”, 
replied the valet. ‘Ah, well! Al-Hajjāj is dead”. *We belong to 
God and we, return to God", said the servant. “Keep quiet”, 
replied the Caliph. “Do you think that your master was happy 
to hold a sweet-smelling apple in his hand”? ‘‘Assuredly”, replied 
the servant?. 

In general, people were anxious to know what fate God had 
destined for Al-Hajjaj after death They were, agrecd that the 
malediction of God weighed heavily on him and that he was 
amongst the condemned. A man swore to divorce his wife, if the 
son of Yusuf was not a piece of burnt wood in Hell. But he was 
later very embarrassed to arrive at any absolute certainty. Hesitating 
between his conjugal duty and his oath, he went to consult a jurist 
lbn Shabrama. This man said to him. “If Al-Hajjaj is not one 
of the inhabitants of Hell, you can commit adultery with impunity"?, 
Another person saw the Viceroy of ‘Iraq in his dream and asked 
him about his fate. “As many as I killed, as many times God 
made me dic", replied the vision. ‘And now I am waiting for the 
reward of those who followed the religion of the only God’?! 
Al-Hajjaj also appeared to Hassin Nabateen who said to him 
“What had God done to you"? “Does it interest you”? replied 
Al-Hajjaj. “And I understand” added Hassiin, ‘That after having 
received the stamp of the seal during his life. we will not escape 
his abuses after death”*, We cannot accept these traditions 
without reservation. Their purpose was either to disrepute 
Al-Hajjaj out of malice or seek vengeance for his exactions. But we 
cannot help feeling that there was a general feeling of relief at his 
death and there were very few men who really felt aggrieved for 
him. 

While dying Al-Hajjaj, had confided the administration of the 
finance to his secretary Yazid ibn Abi Muslim, to his own son 
‘Abdul Malik he confided the right of presiding over the public 
prayer and to Yazid ibn Abi Kabsha the direction of war. Al-Walid 
l. Tabari, "Tarikh', Vol. TH, P. 1272. 
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confirmed these choices of Al-Hajjaj and left in office all the com- 
missioners of police appointed by him. Al-Walid was so satisfied 
with the services of Yazid ibn Muslim that he said, 


APIs Ley SEZ ow Vs GY LVS) 
letu š er ES m Als 
"| have appointed him Governor in place of Al-Hajjāj and I am 
like a man who has lost a dirhem and found a dīnār”!. Al-Walid 
(D did not long survive the son of Yusuf. He died after eight 
months on the 15th of Jumādā in the year 96 A.H, (25th February 
715 A.D). ` à 
Sulaimān ascended the throne the same day* Although he 
left after him the reputation of a generous prince he perpetrated 
cruel punishments on the descendants of Al-Hajjaj as well as on 
Qutaiba ibn Muslim and Muhammed ibn al-Qàsim, on the design 
that they had formerly planned together to exclude him from the 
throne in favour of ‘Abdul-‘Aziz son of Caliph Al-Walīd'. 
Yazid ibn al-Muhallab was soon appointed Governor of ‘Iraq 
(96 A.H.); Salih ibn ‘Abdur Rahman who was empowered to levy 
taxes in this province received the mission of putting to torture the 
members of the family of Al-Hajjaj and make them perish With 
the help of ‘Abdul Malik ibn al-Muhallab, Salih exercised’ the 
reprisalss. The wives and children of Al-Hajjaj who were then in 
Syria fell into the hands of Yazid ibn al-Muhallab, the new 
Governor of ‘Triq. The commissioners appointed by the ‘servant’ 
of Banū Umayyalī were dismissed. However, his posterity was not 
annihilated. Sulaiman in particular wanted to deprive the wealth 
it had accumulated’. 
The commissioner of the Police of Mecca, Khalid ibn 
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‘Abdullah having pronounced from the pulpit the fi uneral eulogy of 
Al-Hajjaj, received from Sulaiman the order to curse him in the neat 
religious gathering. Khalid carried out the orders of the Caliph. 
The only man who remained faithful to the memory of 
Al-Hajjaj midst all this posthumous desecration was his freed slave 
and secretary Yazid ibn Abi Muslim. Enveloped in the common 
disgrace common to the other creatures of the Viceroy of ‘Iraq and 
led in chains before Sulaimün he heard this jesting question fall from 
the lips of the Caliph. “Do you think that Al-Hajjāj will be 
hurled into Hell or that he has already occupied his place there" ? 
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“Prince of the Believers,” replied Yazīd, *Do not speak thus of him, 
for he devoted himself sincerely to your family ; he shed his blood 
to defend you, projected your followers, intimidated your enemies. 
Besides, on the day of resurrection he will come on the right hand 
of your father ‘Abdul Malik and the left hand of your brother 
Al-Walid. Now place him where it pleases you” | "Get out from 
here and go before the malediction of God”! shouted Sulaimān 
furiously, And turning towards his assistants, *May God confound 
him”! he added. Nevertheless admiring the faithfulness and grati- 
tude of this man for his master, he set him free?. Caliph Sulaiman 
died in 99 A. H. (717 A,D.). 

The decadance which had set in the family of the Caliph in 
the wake of reprisals carried out in the family of Al-Hajjaj and his 
supporters was gradually followed by the most tragic events. The 
result was that in the space of a few years the glories and honour 
of the reign of Al-Walid were dissipated. The political condition 
of the country was no better than it was three decades earlier at the 
time when Al-Hajjāj had unsheathed his sword for thc Umayyad 
rulers and consolidated their strength. 
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line 12, read Caliph for Cliph. 

line 28, read he for ue. 

line 28, read buffaloes for buffallows 

line 2, insert a after serve. 

line 5, read gives instead of give. 

line 36, read built for build. 

line 21, read Clothed for Cloathed. 

line 5, delete “ before replied. 

line 8, read Al-Hajjaj’s convictions for Al-Hajjaj convic- 
tions. 

line 23, read filial for fililal. 

line 20, read Scared for Sacred. 

line 25, read ever for over. 

line 14, reed beautiful for beatiful. 

line 9, read opinion fer openion. 

line 18, read whom for who. 

line 9, read teachers for teacher. 

line 14, inser! a between to and man. 

line 20, insert honest after an. 

line 3, read something for some thing. 

line 17, read Committed for Comitte. 
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line 19, delete take to. . 

line 27, read requested for request. 

line 34, read language for lanuage. 

line 22, delete fullstop and rcad he for He. 

line 8, read donor for donner. 

line 17, delete the after on. 

line 24, read Al-Khatafa for Al-Khatofa. 

line 2, read she-camels for she-camel. 

line 3, read not for dot. 

line 10, read a for at before she-goat. 

line 5, read detachment for detatchment. 

line 20, read perusal for persual. 

line 22, read he was relenting and knew how to pardon. 
Al-Hajjaj gave the culprits the chance .....- 
for he was relenting chance. ....... 

line 37, read Muhammed ibn for Muhammed in. 

line 5, delete to after not and insert to after pay. 

line 13, read protected for projected. 
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Cairo, P. 137. 
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Chusros, P. 196. 
Copts, P. 124. 
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Dhir'l-qa'da, P. 18, 
Dhü'l Kursufa, P. 48. 
Dhu’! hijja, P. 19,93, 94, 95, 110. 
Dihqan, P. 67, 132, 135, 
Dimás, P. 132. 
Dinár, P. 85, 123, 220, 221. 
Diwan, P. 126, 182. 
Dujail, P. 15, 59, 93, 102. 
Bast, P. 13, 175. 
Egypt, P.-109, 124, 127, 142. 
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Euphrates, 14, 43, 46-47, 49, 54-55, 71, 
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126-127, 129. 

Fairüz Husain, P. 103-105. 

Farasakhs, P. 50, 57, 67, 77. 
Al-Farazdag, P. 184, 188, 195, 220. 
Al-Fari‘a (mother of Al-Hajjaj), P. 1, 
3-4. 

Al-Pari‘a (daughter of Habbar), P. 152. 
Faris, P. 39, 49, 67, 92, 99, 120, 152, 
191, 196, 202. 
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Fiancee, P. 118, 176. 

Firyab, P. 115. 
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God, P. 20-22, 25, 27, 31, 33, 43, 53, 56, 
58, 60, 65, 106, 122-125, 132, 139, 141, 
147, 162, 164-173, 175-176, 196, 202, 207, 
214, 220. 

Greek, P. 122, 124, 132. 

Green Cupola, P, 132, 139, 141, 147. 
Habbār, P. 145. 
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Habib ibn al-Muhallab, P, 63, 114, 124. 
Haddādun, P. 132. 

Hadrà, P. 189, 

Datt Ziyad, P. 7, 193. 

Hafg ibn Ziyàd, P. 55. 

Hajj, P. 19, 29, 67, 169. 

Al-Hajjaj ibn ‘Abdul Malik, P. 131. 
AlHajiij ibn Yüsuf ath-Thagafi, P. 
1, 366. 

Hajar al-‘Asqalani, P. 130. 

Hajjār ibn Abjar, P. 201. 


* AlHajūn, P. 23-24, 26. 


Al-Hakam ibn *Abdul-Asadt, P. 191, 
Al-Hakam ibn Ayyüb ibn AbT ‘Aqil, P. 
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Khulm, P. 115. : 

Khurāsān, Pp.-27, 92, 109-110, 113, i20, 
144, 221. 

Kurd, Pp. 152, 137. 

Khusrawant, P. 36, 

Khutba, Pp, 30,163. 

Al-Khuttal, P. 110. 

Khullāīr, P. 202. 

Kirmān, Pp. 61, 66, 91, 113, 120. 

> Kirshiyyün, P. 133 
Kiss, Pp. 110, 114. 

Kohl, P. 154. 
Küfa, Pp. 16, 28, 49, 51, 58, 67,72-75, : 
92, 97, 100-102, 105, 131, 133, 137, 141, 

- 153, 157, 163-167, 174, 176, 196, 209. 
Kiifites, Pp. 49,.61, 67, 103. 

Kulaib (tribe), Pp. 5, 192, 219. 
Kulthūm, Pp. 31, 34-35, 145, 188. ` 
Kurāz ibn Mālik, as-Salami, P. 2: 

* Kūrdistān, P, 81. : 
Kuthayyir ibn Abi Kuthayyir, P. 207. © 
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Ma'add ibn ‘Adnan, P. 194, 
Ma'üfir (tribe), P.36. ^ . ve 
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Al-Mansurah, P. 117. 

March, P. 18. 

Mardān Shāh, P. 125. £ 

Marj Rahat, P. 125. 

Marw, Pp. 110, 114. 

Marwān, Pp. 192, 213, 

Marwan ibn al-Hakam, Pp. 10, 34, 
Marwan ibn Muhammed, P. 126. 
Al-Marwah, P. 19, 

Maula, P, 129. 

Mashra ‘at al-Fīl, P. 132. 

Mastūdī, P, 1, 3-4, 15, 35, 37, 40, 72, 80, 
107, 126, 137, 146, 183, 202-204, 
Maskin, P. 15, 102. 

Masriir ibn al-Walid ibn ‘Abdul Malik, 
P. 155. 

Mausil, P. 67-68, 98. 

Mawilis, P. 97-98. 

Mecca, P. 7, 13, 16-18, 21, 24-26, 28, 30, 
313, 122, 150, 159, 210-211, 219, 222. 
Medie, P. 68. 

Medina, P. 7, 10, 16, 26, 28, 31-33, 145, 
151, 163. 

Medinites, P. 9, 28, 39. 

Mesopotamia, P. 67. 

Al-Miģmār, P. 132. 

Minā, P. 19. 

Misma‘ ibn Malik, P. 53. 

Moses, P. 58. 

Mu'attib, P. 2. 

Mu'üwiyah ibn Abi Sufyàn, P. 1-2, 7, 
10, 19, 58, 109, 122, 127, 169, 202. 
Mubarrad, P. 4, 49, 155, 161, 174, 200, 
202, 206, 209. 

Al-Mudabbaj, P. 67. 

Mudar (tribe) P. 40, 51, 104, 110, 178. 
Mudrik ibn ai-Muhallab, P. 65. 
Al-Mufaddal ibn al-Muhallab, P. 65, 
113, 144, 152. 

Al-Mughirah ibn Muhallab, P. 63, 
109. 

Al-Mughirah ibn Shu'ba ath-Thagafī, 
P. 1, 4, 65, 81, 156. 2 
Al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufrah, P. 43, 54, 
59-60, 63-64, 67, 91, 98, 177-178, 194, 
214. 

Al-Muņalli] ibn Wā'il, P. 83. 
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Muhammed (Prophet), P. 7, 10, 28, 55, 
169, 214. 
Muhammed ibn ‘Abdullah, P. 154. - 


Muhammed “ibn *Abdullāh, (An- 
Numairī), P, 150. 
Muhammed ibn ‘Abdul Malik ibn 


Marwan, P. 150, 191. 

Muhammed ibn al-Ash'ath, P. 89. 

Muhammed ibn al-Hajjāj ibn Yūsuf, F 

156, 170, 194. 

Muhammed ibn al-Hanefiah, P. 31, M, 

36. 

Muhammed ibn Marwan, P, 15, 67, 98. 

Muhammed ibn al-Muhallab, P. 65. 

Muhammed ibn Miisa ibn Talha, P. 72, 

Muhammed ibn al-Qasim, P. 2, 116-118, 

132, 144, 151, 156, 181, 222. 

Muļammed ibn Sa'd ibn Abī Waggšs, 

P. 104, e 

Muhammed ibn ‘Umair ibn *Utarid, P. 

201. 

Muhammed ibn Yüsuf, brother of Al- 

Hajjaj, P. 6, 149-150, 170, 177. 

Muhajir, P. 9, 

Muharram, P. 96. 

Al-Mukhtar ibn Abi 

Thaqafi, P. 13, 15, 27, 196. 

Multan, P. 118, 

Munabbih, P. 2. S a 

Murad (tribe), P. 25. - 

Murra ibn Talfd, P, 65. 

Misa ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Khazim, P. 

112-113. 

Mus‘ab ibn az-Zubair, P. 13, 15, 49, 53, 
55,95, 112. 

Musad, P. 81. 

Musalmāns, P. 123, 139, 156, 180, 194, 
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Muslim, P. 25, 94, 109, 116,121, 127, 

144, 149, 156, 158, 200, 212. ~ 

Muslim ibn ‘Uqbah, P. 10. 

Musk, P. 150, 

Al-Mutarrif ibn  al-Mughirah 

Shu'ba, P. 81, 82, 157. 
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ant ibn al-Azraq, P. 11, 39. 
Nahrawān, P. 69-70. 

Najrān, P. 36. 

Naímin (valley of) P. 150. 

Nasaf, P. 115. 

Ni] (canal), P. 128, 134-135. 

Nile, P. 189. s 
Nissár, P. 167, 1 
Nīzah, P. 115.* 

Noah, P. 187. 

Au-Numairi, P. 150-151. 

Nu'mān, P, 50. 

AnNwmān ibn Bashir, P. 12, 51, 152. 
Oxus, P, 112-114, 

Palestine, P. 11-12. a 
Paradise, P. 160, 172, 177, 211. 
“Persians, P. 103, 124-125, 115, 117, 122 
Pharaoh, P. 206. 

Prophet, P. 9, 11, 25, 31, 55, 123, 138, 
156, 177, 211, 222. 

Oabīga ibn Muhallab, P. 65. 

Qabisa ibn Walig at-Taghlibi, P. 75. 
Qadi, P, 121, 151,209, x 
Al-Qàdisiyya, P. 72. 

Qahtán, P. 194, ^ 

Qais (tribe), P. 114. 

Qaisites, P, 112. í 

Qais ibn Sa'd, P. 5. 

Oais, ar-Rugayyāt, P 15. 

Qasida, P. 150, 190, 196, 220. 

Qashan, P. 81, 5 

Qasi, P. 2. V js 
Al-Oama ibn Abī at-Oama, P. 5. * 
Qatari ibn al-Fujá'a al-Mūzinī, P. 64-65, 


Oatītiya, P, 70. e 
Qumm, P, 95, 

Quraish, (tribe), P, 9, 17, 25, 98, 145. 
Quaraishites, P, 74, 


Qur'án, P. 5,9, 23, 94, 100, 106, 158, 
121, 143, 162, 169,149, 172, 188, 198, 
207-208, 215. 

Qutaiba ibn Muslim, P, 51, 53, 113, 115- 
116, 128, 137, 79, 180, 205, 217, 222. 
Ar-Rabadhah, P, 11, 16, 30. 

Rabüh, P. 55, 

Rab, P. 51, 
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Rabi‘a al ‘Ukli, P. 201. - 

Rai, P. 81. 

Rajab, P. 155. 

Ramadān, P. 61, 39, 217. 
Ramāhurmuz, P, 40, 61, 65. 
Rēmīthan, P. 180, 

Ramlah, P. 30, 177. 

Rauh ibn Zinba‘, Abii-Zar‘a al Judhami, 
P. 9, 13-14, 152. 

Rawar, P, 118. 

Riyah, P. 55. 

Romans, P. 122, 124. 

Ar-Rukhkhāj, P. 108-109. 

Ar-Rugād ibn Ziyād, P, 66. 

Rūdhbār, P. 73. 

Rustagabādh, P. 49-50, 55, 152, 162, 174- 
175, 201, 

Rutabil, P. 108, 115, 176, 137, 179-180, 
214-215. 

Ar-Rür, P. 118. 

Ruwaishid ibn Rumaid al-Anbari, P. 42, 
161. 

Sabakha, P. 76. 

As-Sabal, P. 110, 

Sabür, P. 61, 65. 

Sa'd, P. 2. 

Sa’d ibn Abi-Waqqis, P. 51. 

As-Safà, P. 19. 

Safar, P. 32. 

Safiyyah, P. 10. 

As-Saghaniyan, P, 32. 

Sa'id ibn al-*As, P, 99, 175. 

Sa'id ibn Aslam, P. 55, 

Sa*id ıbn Jubair, P. 208-211. 

Sa‘id ibn al-Mujalid, P. 10. 

Salih ibn ‘Abdur Rahman, P. 125-126, 
133, 222. 

Salih ibn Mikhraq, P. 61. 

Salih ibn Musarrih at-Tamimi, P. 67-68, 
Salih ibn Muslim, P. 114. 

Sālim, P. 137. 

Salim ibn Salih, P. 214. 

Salma, P. 198. 

Samargand, P, 116 

Santa, P. 35. 

Sarabit, P. 133. 

Sassanid, P. 123. 


